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SOME ACCOUNT 



OF 



• * 



THE PUBLIC LIFE OF THE LATE LIETJT.-GENERAL 

Sir GEORGE PREVOST, Bart. 



The character and conduct of individuals in 
high and responsible situations^ will naturally 
and necessarily be the subject of free and open 
discussion. The conduct of a soldier is more 
particularly exposed to this scrutiny. His suc- 
cess or his failure is a matter of such powerful 
interest to his country, that he generally re- 
ceives even more than his full measure of appro- 
bation or of blame. Notwithstanding all the 
difficulties of forming a correct judgment on the 
merits of military operations, there is perhaps 
no subjed; upon which public opinion expresses 
itself so quickly and so decidedly. Disappoint- 
ed in the sanguine hopes which they had enter- 
tained, and mortified by the consciousness of 
defeat, the public too frequently imagine cause 
for censure, and without a competent know- 
ledge of the facts necessary to enable them to 
form a sound and satisfactory judgment, unhe- 
sitatingly condemn those who have perhaps 



passed in their service a long life of anxiety and 
labour. But whi^ in the moment of irritation^ 
they are thus disposed to impugn the conduct 
of their military servants^ they are no less 
ready^ on more delib^ate inquiry^ and a fuller 
understanding of the facts^ to grant them a can- 
did and generous acquittal. These observations 
are peculiarly applicable ta the case of the late 
Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost, who, 
after having devoted to his country thirty-five 
of the be^t years of has life ; after having dis- 
tinguished himself in many gallant actions ; an4 
after having preserved to the, ci:own of Gr^t 
Britain some of JLts most valuable foreign posk 
sessions, WBB caU^dr^upon^ at the close of hjs 
honourable caoreer, to answer charges. which vi- 
tally affected his reputatioi^, and which be ww 
preventj^ by dealih from fiddly and clearly re^ 
futing. 

Paipful as it .was to the friends of Sir George 
Prevost to allow a single stain to rest upon the 
memory of so brave and distinguished a spl* 
dier> more especiaUy when they possessed, the 
means of removing every doubt as to his con- 
duct, they yet considered an appeal to the can- 
dour and justice of hi» country as unnecessiu:y, 
The violent prejydices which at pne period ex- 
isted against the late Commander of the Forces 
in the Canadaswere gradu^Uy^e^^ing away; 
his memory had been honor^ by a just tia1fu4;e 

. • . - I 
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of his .SovereSgh's regret and approbation ; and 
the scenes in which he had been so conspicuous 
an actor, had ceased to be a matter of general 
interest. Under these circumstances, the relin 
tives of Sir George Prevost would confidently 
have entrusted his reputation to the unpreju-* 
diced judgment of posterity^ had they not seen, 
with equal regret and indignation, a late attempt 
to revive the almost exploded calumnies and 
misrepresentations of which he had been the 
victim. That the Quarterly Review* should 
have lent its pages to an attack like this, will^ 
upon the perusal of the present volume, excite 
the surprise of every candid person; and it is 
chiefly for the purpose of correcting the mis- 
statements into which the Reviewer has been 
hi, that the following pages are presented to 
the public. 

Before entering more particularly upon the 
subject of Sir George Prevost's conduct, so 
wantonly attacked in the article above alluded 
to, it may not be thought improper briefly to 
advert to his father's services and to his own 
e«rly history. From his military career, pre- 
vious to his appointment to the chief command 
in British North America, it will clearly appear 
that he was not without reason selected by his 



♦ Vide the Quarterly Review for October, 1822, p. 405. 
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Majesty's Government for the discharge of that 
important trust. 

Major-General Augustin Prevost, the father 
of the late Sir George Prevost, was by birth a 
citizen of Geneva : he entered the British ser- 
vice as a Comet in the Earl of Albemarle's re- 
giment of Horse Guards, and was present at the 
battle of Fontenoy, where he was wounded. 

Having attained the rank of Major in the 
60th regiment in 1759, he had the honor of 
serving under General Wolfe, and received a se- 
vere wound in the head, whilst gallantly forcing 
a landing, twenty miles above Quebec, under 
the immediate conmiand of General Carleton, 
afterwards Lord Dorchester. Upon the reduc- 
tion of Canada, Major Prevost was promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and served with 
reputation at the capture of Martinique and the 
Havannah. In 1775, he was appointed to the 
command in East Florida, and, in 1778, he emi- 
nently distinguished himself by his defence of 
Savannah, against the attack of a very superior 
force of French and Americans, under the Comte 
d'Estaing and General Lincoln. The garrison 
consisted of only 2;300 men, while the force of 
the besiegers amounted to 8,000, supported by 
a fleet of twenty-two sail of the line. Such, 
however, was the determined energy of Major- 
General Prevost, and of the British soldiers and 
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sailors under his command, that the e&emy were 
compelled to abandon the enterprize, after thir- 
ty-three days' close siege.* 

In 1780, Major-General Prevost, after having 
served twenty-two years in North America and 
the West Indies, returned to England, to enjoy 
the pleasing consciousness of having always dis- 
charged his duty with zeal and effect. His 
health was much impaired by a long residence 
in climates unfavorable to an European consti- 
tution, and, on the 6th May, 1786, he died, at 
Greenhill Grove, near. Bamet, in the sixty-third 
year of his age. 

In 1765, Major-Gerieral Prevost married, at 
Lausanne, a daughter of M. Grand, of that 
place ;f and, on her husband's departure to Ame- 
rica, Mrs. Prevost accompanied him thither. 
George, their eldest son, was bom while General 
Prevost was stationed in the province of NeW 
Jersey, on the 19th May, 1767. Being designed 
by his father for the military profession, he was 



• Vide Beatson's " Naval and Military Memoirs," vol. iv> 
p. 518, Appendix, No. I. 

f Mr. Gibbon to Mr. Holroyd. — " Let me tell you- » piece 
of Lausanne news. Nanette Grrand is married to Lieutenant-^ 
Colonel Prevost. Grand wrote to me ; and by the next post 
I congratulated both &ther and daughter. There is exactness 
for you.— Bm/on, Oct. Slst, 1766." Vide Gibbon's Mfscella- 
neous Works, vol. i. p. 499. 



placed with that view at Loch^e's academy^ at 
Chelsea^ and his education was finished at Col^ 
mar^ on the continent. He obtained his first 
commission in the 60th regiment^ and being re- 
moved upon promotion to the 28th foot^ he 
joined that corps at Gibraltar in 1784. He ob* 
tained his majority in 1790^ and early in 1791^ 
he took the conmiand of the 3d battalion of the 
60th regiment at Antigua. In March^ 1794^ he 
was promoted to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in the 
60th^ and^ in 1795^ he proceeded to Demerara^ 
and from Uience to St. Vincent's^ at that time 
attacked by the French. He was there active- 
ly employed in suppressing the Carib insurrec- 
tion^ and in resisting the French invasion^ and 
at the storming of the Vigie he conmianded a 
column. In October, 1795, he was ordered to 
Dominica, to relieve Lieutenant-Colonel Mad- 
den in the command of lihe troops in that island; 
but in January, 1796, he resumed the command 
of the 3d battalion of the 60th regiment at St. 
Vincent's, where he was twice severely wounded 
in successfully resisting the enemy's progress 
towards the capital of the col(my, after the de- 
feat of Major-General Stewart at Colonary. In 
consequence of his wounds, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Prevost obtained leave to return to England. 
The sense which the inhabitants of St. Vincent's 
entertained of his services was warmly expressed 



in aajaddreaa frtim the Council otnd House of 
Aepresentatives in that island.* 

On his iarrival id England^ Lieutenant-Colonel 
Prerost was appointed Inspecting Field Officer. 
In January^ 1798^ he obtained the rank of Co^ 
lonely and proceeded in the same year to the 
West Indies as Brigadier-General. In 1798^ 
he Was removed from the command of the troops 
at Barbadoes to St. Lucie> as Commandant^ 
where he was afterwards appointed Lieutenants 
Grovcimor^ in compliance with a request from 
the inhabitants.f 

Brigadier-General Prevost continued to per^ 
form the duties of Governor of St. Lucie until 
the peace of 1802^ when that colony was re- 
stored to the French. Tfad address which he 
reiceived from the inhabitants of the island on 
his departure^ fully evinces the popularity which 
he had acquired;;]: while the letters addressed 
to him, and to Colonel Brownrigg, Secretary to 
H. R. H. the Comn^mder in Chiefy by Sir Tho- 
mas Trigge, at that time Commander of the 
Forces in the West Indies, satisfactorily prove 
that he merited the confidence reposed in him 
by Government.! 



* See Appendix, No. 11. 

f Vide Lette^r from the Duke of Pordand, Appen. No. III. 

X Vide Appendix, No. IV. 

§ Vide Appendijt; No. V. 
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In July, Brigadier-General Prevost arrived 
in England^ when the government of Dominica 
was immediately offered to him by Lord Ho- 
bart. Having accepted the appointment^ he em- 
barked for that island in the following Novem- 
ber^ and landed there on the 25th of December^ 
1802. 

In the following year, he volmiteered his ser- 
vices on the expedition against St. Lucie and 
Tobago, and served as second in command 
under. Lieutenant>General Grenfield, who in his 
general order, after the capture of Mome Forr 
tun^e, thus mentions his conduct upon that 
occasion :- — 

''To the cool and determined conduct of 
Brigadier-general Prevost and Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Brereton, who led the two columns of at- 
tack, may be attributed the success of the ac- 
tion ; but to Brigadier-General Prevost it must 
be acknowledged, that to his counsel and ar* 
rang'ements the Commander of the forces attri- 
butes the glory of the day." * 

The important services of Brigadier-General 
Prevost upon this expedition, received nume^ 
rous tributes of approbation from distinguished 
military characters;! and even the French 



* Vide accounts of the capture of St. Lucie and Tobago^ 
from the Annual Register, Appendix, No. VI. 
t Vide extracts from letters, Appendix, No. VII. 
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Cominander could not refrain from expressing 
the esteem and admiration with which he re- 
garded his generous enemy.* Upon the suc- 
cessful termination of this affair^ Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Prevost returned to his Government at 
Dominica^ where nothing worthy of notice oc- 
curred until the 22d February, 1805, when an 
unexpected attack was made by a French squad- 
ron from Rochefort. The result of that attack 
was highly creditable to the valour and military 
talents of the Governor, who after having, with 
the few troops under his command, disputed 
inch by inch the landing of the French force, 
amounting to 4,000 men, and covered by an 
overwhelming fire from the ships, succeeded in 
effecting a retreat to the fort of Prince Rupert. 
The French Commander in Chief, after vainly 
summoning him to surrender, reimbarked the 
whole of his troops, and sailed to Guadaloupe.f 
The terms in which H. R. H. the Comman- 
der in Chief was pleased to express his sense 
of General Prevost's conduct upon this occasion, 
were highly gratifying to his feelings. J In con- 
sequence of his gallant and successful defence 

• Vide Appendix, No. VIII. 

f Vide account of this expedition from the Annual Regis- 
ter, Appendix, No. IX. Also the public despatches and letters, 
No. X* 

X Vide letter from H. R. H. the Duke of York to the Earl 
of Camden, Appendix, No. XI. 
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of the CoIony> General PreVost received a ccmi- 
munication from the Speaker of the House of 
Aissembly^* conveying to him the thanks of 
that body^ and informing him that a Thtmsand 
Guineas had been voted by them for the pur- 
chase of a sword and a service of plate^ to be 
presented to him in testimony of their gratitude 
and approbation.f A similar testimonial to the 
conduct of General Prevost upon this occasion 
was given by the Patriotic Fund> who Voted 
him a sword of the value of one hundred 
pounds, and a piece of plate, of the value of 
two hundred pounds, " for the distingtiilshed 
gallantry and military talents which he had dis- 
played/' J From the West India Planters and 
Merchants General Prevost likewise recfeived a 
piece of plate to the value of three hundred 
guineas.§ 

In July, 1805, General Prevost rettimed to 
England. 1 1 Soon after his arrival he was cre- 
ated a Baronet, and was subsequently appointed 
Lieutenant-Governor of Portsmouth. 

In February, 1808, he was selected to eom- 

* Vide Appendix, No. XII. 

t Vide the resolutions, Appendix, No. XIII. 

% Vide the tesohltions, and the letter of the chairman to 
general Prevosti Appendix, No. XIV. 

§ Vide the resolutions, Appendix, No. XV. 

tl Vide extract from the Dominica Journal, Appendix, No. 
XVI. 
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mand a brigade destined to reinforce Nova 
Scotia^ where he succeeded Sir John Went- 
worth as Governor, and in December, 1808, he 
left Halifax, in order to assist in the reduction 
of Martinique. The expedition sailed from Bar* 
badoes on the 28th of January, 1809, and on 
the 30th, the troops were landed on the island 
of Martinique. Sir George Prevost was second 
in command under General Sir George Beck-- 
with, and to him the management of all the 
active operations was confided. The result of 
this expedition was, that the French troops 
were driven into Fort Bourbon, where they held 
out until the 24th of February, when the sur- 
render of that fort completed the conquest of 
the island.* 

Upon the conclusion of this short but brilliant 
campaign. Sir George Prevost passed a few days 
at Dominica, where he was received with many 
demonstrations of joy. Addresses were upon 
this occasion presented to him by the House of 
Assembly of Dominica, and by the merchants 
and inhabitants of St. Christophers.f 

In the month of April the army tetumed to 
Halifax, and from this period until his appoint- 
ment to the chief civil and miUtary commaiid in 



* Vide the publie despatches, and letters from Lord Castle* 
reagh, Appendix^ No. XVII. 

t Vide the addresses and answer^ Appendix, No. XVIII. 



12 

British North America^ in 1811, upon the re- 
signation, of Sir. James Craig, Sir George Pre- 
vost remained in Nova Scotia, esteemed and be- 
loved by all ranks of the inhabitants. On his 
departure for his new government, he received 
the most gratifying addresses from the inhabi- 
tants* of Halifax,* and from the clergy of Nova 
Scotia, &c. &c.f 

Upon the arrival of Sir George Prevost at 
Quebec in 1811, he found much dissatisfaction 
aiid discontent existing in the Lower Province. 
The inhabitants were divided into two parties, 
termed the English and the Canadian, and the 
feelings of hostflity with which they viewed each 
other, had unfortunately not been allayed by the 
policy which the late Governor in Chief, Sir 
James Craig, had thought it necessary to adopt 
during his administration. To such a degree had 
this party spirit been carried, and so doubtful 
had he been of the disposition of the Canadians, 
that it had been thought inexpedient to call out 
the militia, lest they should make an improper 
use of the arms to be intrusted to them. Under 
these circumstances, it was evidently the duty 
of Sir George Prevost to conciliate, by every 
means in his power, the confidence and affection 
of the Canadians, more particularly as in case 

■ ■ ■ - ^■■-^, , ■■ — ..^ ■ ■ I ■ -■- - — ■■■I ■— -■■ ■ I ■■■-—■ —■—■■■■- — ■■ ■ ^ » ■ . — ■ ■ — ■ I ■ . wm^ m — 

* Vide Appendix, No. XIX. 
t Vide Appendix, No. XX. 
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of hostilities with America^ it would have been 
impossible to preserve Lower Canada with- 
out the cordial support of its inhabitants. Sir 
George Pre vost therefore did not hesitate to 
adopt a system which the true interest of the 
Province seemed so imperiously to require. He 
anxiously endeavoured to unite the two adverse 
parties/ and to soothe the irritation which not 
only threatened the tranquillity of his govern- 
ment^ but even the safety of the colony itself. 
In the distribution of the patronage which he 
enjoyed, he resolved to be guided solely by a 
consideration of the public good, and when of- 
fices became vacant, he bestowed them, with a 
due regard to the merits of the individuals, indif- 
ferently upon the English and the Canadians. 

Thie ' beneficial effects of these measures be-' 
came eveiy day more apparent. The Governor 
in Chief speedily acquired the confidence of all 
ranks of people, who submitted with cheerful- 
ness to the privations and sacrifices which they 
were soon afterwards called upon to endure. In 
numerous instances he received from the inha- 
bitants, both collectively and individually, the^ 
{Strongest proofs of their zeal ; and he had the sa- 
tisfaction of seeing them united in their attach- 
ment to his government, at a time when the pre- 
servation of the colony depended upon such 
feelings. 

Having thus given a brief sketch of the situ- 



u 

ation in which the Governor in Chief found the 
Province of Lower Canada upon his arrivid> mi' 
of the views and objects which he entertained 
respecting it, we shall proceed to point out the 
conduqt which he pursued, when, from the as- 
pect of affairs, it became evident that hostilities 
with America could not be long delayed. No 
sooner had Sir George Prevost assumed the 
chief command of the Canadas, than he became 
sensible of the necessity of placing those pro- 
vinces in the most efficient state of deface; and 
he therefore applied himself with the utmost vi- 
gour and vigilance to call forth all their re- 
sources. It is difficult to believe that the un- 
wearied exertions of Sir George Prevost, with a 
view to this important object, should have been 
altogether unknown to the writer in the Quar- 
terly Review. But supposing him to have been 
ignorant of them, yet without access to the pri-^ 
vate and confidential correspondence which took 
place between Sir George Prevost and his Ma- 
jesty's Government, or to the communications 
which passed between him and the officers un- 
der his command, it was impossible that the Re- 
viewer could form a correct opinion upon the 
subject. And yet he has not hesitated boldly to 
assert, that '' in the winters of 1811 and 1812, 
^though the designs upon the Canadas were 
openly avowed in the American Congress, ex- 
cept the embodying of the militia of the Lower 
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Proviace, Sir Oeofge Prevost made no« the 
slightest preparation far defence''* The fol- 
lowing stateBQ^nt will show the degree of credit 
to which this assertion of the Reviewer is 
entitled. 

In the month of September, 1811, Sir George 
Prevost arrived in Canada, and in the same 
months proceeding from Quebec to the district 
of Montreal^ he inspected the different forts and. 
mititary positions in that neighbourhood, and 
on the American frontier. Soon after his re- 
turn to Quebec in the November following, he 
communicated confidentially with the Adjutant- 
Genml of the forces in England, upon the ap- 
prehended hostilities with America. In De- 
cember he proposed to Lord Liverpool, then 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, the raising 
a corpB of Fencibles, from the Glengarry set- 
tlement in Upper Canada; and in his cor- 
respondence with Admiral Sawyer, who com- 
manded on the Halifax station, he requested 
that a ship of war might be sent, on the opening 
of the navigation, to the St. Lawrence. In the 
month of February, 1812, another communica- 
tion was made to the Secretary of State's Office, 
in which Sir George Prevost expressed a hope, 
thsut the proceedings in Washington would jus- 
tify him, in making preparations to repel the 
* I II III J - I . I . .Ill . I I . .1 . 1. 1. , ■ 1 .1 . , , I. « , , I , 

* Vide Review, page 413. 
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threatened attack. Those preparations had 
been commenced as early as November^ 1811, 
by forwarding arms and ammunition to the 
Upper Province. During the winter of 1811 
and 1812, and the spring of the latter year, 
frequent communications passed between the 
Commander of the forces and Major-General 
Brock, who commanded in Upper Canada, re- 
specting the preparations which would be ne- 
cessary in the event of a war. It was proposed 
to reinforce Amherstburgh^ and Fort George ; 
and supplies of provisions, cavalry-arms, accou- 
trements and money, were directed to be con- 
veyed to Upper Canada. Accoutrements and 
clothing for the militia in the Canadas, were re- 
quested from the British Government. Another 
schooner was directed to be built, to increase 
our marine on Lake Erie. Captain Gray, De- 
puty Assistant-Quarter-Master-General, was des- 
patched to the Upper Province, in order to assist 
in forwarding these defensive preparations ; and 
Captain Dixon, of the Royal Engineers, was di- 
rected to proceed to Amherstburgh, to inspect 
the works of that fort, which the Commander of 
the forces had ordered to be put in a tenable 
state. The propriety of strengthening and for- 
tifying York was submitted to Government; 
and the commanding engineer was directed to 
make the repairs, which his^ report on the dif- 
ferent forts and posts in Upper Canada, had 
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stated to be necessary. In addition to these 
measureSi a reinforcement from the 41st regi- 
me^t^ and five companies of the Newfoun^and 
Fe^cibles, left Quebec in the month of May for 
the Upper Province. 

On the 31st March, Sir George Prevost ad- 
dressed a private and confidential letter to Major- 
General Brock, in which his sentiments re- 
specting the approaching war, and the policy to 
be adopted in meeting it, were clearly detailed. 
One passage in this letter merits a more parti- 
cular notice, since it is highly important, not 
only as repelling the accusation of the Reviewer 
respecting the want of preparation for the war, 
but also as containing an answer to another 
charge, which will afterwards be noticed. The 
paragraph in the letter is as follows : ^' You are 
nevertheless to persevere in your preparations 
for defence, and in sueh arrangements as may, 
upon a^ change in the state of affairs, enable you 
to employ any disposeable part of your force 
offensively against the conunon enemy." 

Independently of all these various communi- 
cations with the officer commanding in Upper 
Canada, respecting the measures to be pursued 
in the event of war, and of the supplies of men, 
arms, money, stores, and provisions, which, with 
a view to that event, had been afforded to Upper 
Canada; much correspondence had previously 
taken place, and many difficulties had been re- 

c • 
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moved with regard to the supply and transport; 
of the Indian presents to the Upper ProyinGe, 
upon the due furnishing of which very mate- 
rially dep^Dided the support which we might 
expect to receive from the Indians^ in case of a 
rupture with America. 

From this statement^ drawn from the origmal 
correspondence^ and from official documents^ it 
is evident^ that even in contemplation of hosti- 
lities^ an event by no means certain, and which 
the British Government were so far from thinkiiig 
probable, that they discouraged any measure of 
extraordinary expense to meet it, the Commander 
of the forces did, as far as rested with him, 
during the winter of 1811 and 1812, and for 
months prior to the declaration of war, make 
every preparation for defence^ consistent with 
the means which he possessed. All the requi- 
sitions of Major-General Brock which the Com^ 
mander of the forces had the power to grant, 
were promptly complied with; nor was the 
slightest intimation ever given by that invalu- 
able officer, that any measure, either suggested 
by himself or which ought to have occurred to 
the Commander of the forces, for the preserva- 
tion of the Upper Province, in the event of its 
being attacked, had been overlooked or neg- 
lected. The sapie vigilant foresight will be 
found to mark the conduct of Sir George Prevost 
in the Lower Province. One of the fiftt mea- 
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sti^ of fai&Vgovermnknt^ in contemplatloB of 
war^ wi» an application to the legiislatoife of 
jL6wet Canada, in< February, 1812, for an atirt to 
nc^w model the militia laws> and which might 
enable him to cdll forth a proportion of the 
^pulation into active service. Averse as the 
Cahadians had hitherto been to grant any power 
of thli^ description to former Governors, and 
i^piignant as many of the clauses which it was 
intended to introduce into the bill, were to th^ 
habits and feeUngs of the people, such was the 
deserved popularity acquired by Sir George 
Pirevost, firbm the conciliatory policy. Which, as 
Before stated, he had' adopted towards the Ca^ 
nadiftni^, inlmediately upon his arrival amongst 
theitt, that he obtained from th^ Legislature 
nearly all that he had required. Before the end 
of May, 1812, a sum exceeding 60,000/. was 
|>laced at^ his disposal for the militia service; 
a^d ht was authorized to embody 2,000 Bache- 
lors, between the age of eighteen and twenty^ 
five years, for three months in the year ; and in 
c^e of invasion, or imminent danger of it, to 
retain them for a year; In case of war, he wbA 
emponirered to eitfbody if necessary, the whole 
militia of the Province. Under that law, a 
force of 2,000 men> from the finest and most 
efficient class of the militia, was embodied on 
the 18th May, so to remain for three months, 
unless the then state of affairs shotild render it 

c2 
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expedient to retain thein longer. A corps of Car 
nadian voltigeurs^ under the command of Major 
De Salaberry^ of the 60th regiment^ conisisting of 
between 300 and 400 men^ had likewise been 
raised and disciplined; and 400 recruits for the 
Glengarry Fencibles, had, before the 1st June, 
been assembled at Three Rivers, in Lower Car 
nada. The advantages arising from thus em- 
bodying the militia prior to the war, were 
incalculable, and it may be confidently asserted, 
materially contributed to the preservation of 
the Canadas. 

The American Government, deceived by the 
erroneous information which they had i;eceiv§d 
respecting .the disaffection of the Canadian po- 
pulation to Great Britain, had calculated , upoi) 
meeting with considerable support from the 
people in their invasion of the Province. They 
had been told, and they believed, that the militia 
would not serve, or, if embodied, would be 
worse than useless. The embodying, arming, 
and training of 2,000 of the most actiye portion 
of the population, for several weeks before 
the war was declared, was a severe ^ disappoint- . 
ment. to the American Government; and was 
one of the causes of that determined resistance, 
which they afterwards experienced in every at- 
tempt to penetrate into that Province. This 
militia force also enabled the Commander of the 
forces to detach a larger portion of the regular 
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troops^ than he could otherwise have been jus^ 
tified in parting with, to the Upper Province ; 
while, at the same time, it afforded him the 
means, on the breaking out of the war, of guard- 
ing the different passes and roads into Lower 
Canada, with a description of men perfectly 
well acquainted with the nature of the country, 
and with the mode of warfare necessary for its 
defence. The line of frontier in the Lower 
Province was thus most effectually guarded by 
Sir George Prevost's able disposition of this 
new force, together with the assistance of the 
regular troops; and every prudent precaution 
consistent with his means, and with the instruc- 
tions he w^s constantly receiving from England, 
to avoid all unnecessary expense, was taken. 
The precautionary measures which were pur- 
sued upon this occasion, by the Commander of 
the forces, met with the full approbation of His 
Majesty's Gdvemment, expressed in a despatch 
from Lord Bathurst, of the 6th November, 
1&12, in which his Lordship informed Sir 
George Prevost, that '' the preparations for de- 
fence which he had made upon the Jlrst intima-- 
Hon of eventual hostility with America, and 
which he had since so vigorously continued, 
had met with the Prince Regent's entire ap- 
probation." 

After charging Sir George Prevost with neg- 
ligence, in not preparing to meet the threatened 
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hostilitiecf^ the Reviewer proceeds to iiazfurd an 
opioimi^ that the oceupation and iortifying of 
Coteau de Lac, anid lAe aux Nobt, which he 
t^mis the keys of XiOwer Canada, was a mea* 
sure which Sir George Preyost oug^t to haye 
a49pted> in preference to aJl others; but which 
he entirely overlooked and n^lected<* The fact 
iB, that the occupation of Coteau duLac, as is 
weD known to every military jnan acquainted 
with the Canadas, could only be useful as 
against the enemy ayivancing. from Lake On^ 
tario, or the shores of the St Lawrence, above 
Montreal. J^o such lorce could be expeotad to 
descend the river ifrom .the lake, so long as. we 
had the command of it, as we undoubtedly had, 
Qot only at the commencement of the war, but 
for several months afterwards ; and as little ivas it 
to be apprehended as coUeding on the shores of 
the river. The information which the Ccrni- 
mander of the forces was constantly receiving 
of the intended movements of the aiemy, and 
of the real and immediate object of their attack, 
was too correct to leave him in any doubt as to 
their attempting the Lower Province in that 
direction, or to induce him to diminish the^mall 
means he possessed, for the defence of more im- 
portant points, by the occupation of posts which 
at that period could afford him no additional 
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seeurify. C(>teau du Lac/ W9» not therefore 
oeoiqned as a po&t> either before the it'ar or for 
several monl^hs ftfterw&t^^ -l^t its: real impor- 
tmlce was neilrher overlooked nor disregwded, 
as the Reviewer has statod. It was ex&miiied 
aad reported upon by dififer^t lafficers^ sent 
to m^ct the line of frontier exteioding from 
Lower C^ada to Lake Ontario^ immediately 
after the deelamtiim of war^ and patticnlkrly 
by Colonel Leliibridge^ who was afterwards in 
eemmaod ihiere. In possession of King^ton^ 
and commanding the waters of the lake/ and 
with the knowledge possessed by. Sir Geoi^e 
Prevost> of the force and designs of the enemy> 
no military man in the Canadas^ would have 
thought it necessary^ in the then state of affairs^ 
tibtat Coteau du Lac should be occurpied. When 
subsequent events clearly shewed the intentions 
of the enemy to invade Lower Canada from 
Lake Ontario^ and when the means qf Sir 
George Prevost were better adapted for de- 
fend^ the whole Ihie of tiiat frontier^ Coteaiu 
du Lac vin&oc€upiedimdfortified;:Ka<di l^.it not 
b^n for the defeat wluch part of General Bear- 
bom's army met with from Lieuteiiant^olonel 
Morrison^s divisoonin descending the St. Law- 
rence/ that post would have presented a for- 
midable obstacle to the advance of the enemy. 
The importance of Isle aux JS^oix^.asa-post, 
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has been considerably lessened* since the de- 
fence of the Canadas by the French, in conse- 
quence of the facility with which Lower Canada 
may now be entered by the various routes which 
the intercourse between that Province and the 
United States has created. Isle aux Npix had 
long ceased to be either the only, or principal 
barrier between the two countries. The occu- 
pation of this post was not therefore deemed 
necessary as a precautionary measure before the 
war ; nor was it until some time afterwards that 
Sir George Pre vest was enabled to put it in a 
state of defence. As soon, however, as the ¥e^ 
inforcements and supplies from England gave 
him' the means of more effectually guarding all 
the avenues to the Lower Province, Isle aux 
'Noix became the object of his coninderation. 
In cons^uence of the condition in which it 
was then placed, and of the force stationed 
there, two aimed schooners of the enemy fell 
into our possession, and laid the foundation: of 
the marine which was afterwards formed for 
carrying forward the operations on Lake Cham^ 
plain. There cannot be a stronger proof of the 
little importance which the enemy themselves 
attached to this post in the early part of the 
contest, than their never making the slightest 
attempt to obtain possession of it. 
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Haying thus stated what Sir George Prevost 
did not do, by way of preparation for the de- 
fence of the Canadas before the war, the Re- 
viewer proceeds to point out what was done by 
him after the commencement of hostilities. And 
here we find the same want of candour which 
distinguishes the remarks to which we have al- 
ready adverted.* 

In order to form a correct opinion of Sir 
George Prevost's conduct at this period, it will 
be necessary to advert to the system which he 
adopted on the commencement of the war, and 
to the motives which -induced him to pursue it. 

The declaration of war by the United States 
of America, it is well known, was finally carried 
in Congress, after long debate, and a most vio- 
lent opposition, by a comparatively small majo- 
rity. The northern and eastern states, whose 
interests, it was acknowledged, were most af- 
fected by the^ British orders in council, the 
ostensible and avowed cause of the war, were 
constantly and strenuously opposed . to hostile 
measures. It was apparent to* every person at 
an conversant with what was passing in the 
United States at this time, that a contest under- 
taken in opposition to the sentiments and wishes 
of ^ considerable a portion of the Union, and 
for an object which Great Britain might, with- 
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out any sacrifice of national lumor^ so easily con- 
cede^ as «he was, in fact, about to do, at that 
very period, must necessarily be of short dura- 
lion. This was the opinion entertained by the 
most .sensible and well informed men - in the 
northern and eastern states, as well as in the 
Canadas, and in that opinion Sir George Pre- 
vost concurred. It will likewise be seen, that 
the sentiments of His Majesty's Grovemment on 
this head were in uniscm with tl^ose of the Com-* 
mander of the forces. Under these circum- 
stances, and with these impressions, it became 
the obvious pdicy of Sir George Prevost, upon 
the breaking out of the war, to avoid whatever 
might tend to widen, the breach between the two 
countries, and to pursue a line of condactr 
whidi, while it should effectually tend to defeat 
t^e object of the Amemasi Government in their 
attack upon the Caaadas, should also serve still 
further to increase the dislike and opposition 
of the northern and eastern jstates, to those mea«- 
sures of aggression against the British Pro^ 
vinces, which they had constantly predicted 
would be attended with discomfiture aad dis^ 
grace. In his adherence to this defensive sys- 
tem, Sir George Prevost was e&couraged and 
supported, as it will speedily be shewn, not only 
by the approbation of the British Govemm^it, 
but likewise by the concurrence .of those j(¥ho 
were best qualified by their knowledge and si- 
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tuatioa to. form a correct jn^gin^t on the pro- 
priety of the meaaures which he was pursuing. 
This policy was also the more necessary^ in con- 
sequence of the inadequacy of the means pos- 
sessed, by the. Commander of the forces to repel 
the threatened attack of the Americans at the 
commcaatcemcsnt of the cpntest. The whole of 
the regulax. fonie at that time in the Canadas 
did not jamoimt to 5^0 men; the law for em- 
bodpng. ihe militia had only beexi recently pas^ 
sed; and.thepopulatum, which had been pre- 
viously considered as not well ajGfected^ had 
neither been armed nor accustomed to disci- 
pline for many years. The military chest was 
exhauated^ and there was little prospect, that for 
some months at leasts considering thje exertions 
which Great Britain was then called upon to 
make in Europe, any supplies either of men or 
money could be afforded for the defence of her 
Domiaioiis in North America. These difficul- 
ties neither d^resse^ nor discouraged the ar- 
dent and active s^ut of. Sir George Prevost 
Although he fully coincided in opinion with 
that able and judidous offii^er Sir, James Craig, 
that in the evjent of ca war with Ammca, .Que- 
bec should be the object iof primary consideiar 
tion ; yet the defence of the whole line of frodr 
tier betwemtheCanadaaand the United Statea, 
occupied his early and aerious consideration. 
That frontier copipi^ehended a distance of mare 
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than 900 miles^ every part of which he deter- 
mined to dispute inch by inch^ and to defend 
by every means in his power. 

It was in pursuance of the defensive line of 
policy which had been so wisely determined 
upon^ as well with reference to his own r^ 
sources^ and the character of the enemy with 
whom he had to contend, as to the views and 
insttuctions of the British Grovemment, that the 
Commander of the forces immediately after the 
commencement of the war, gave general instruct 
tions to those in command under him, to ab- 
stain from any unnecessary and uncalled for act 
of hostility upon the American territory. Nbt^ 
withstanding these general instructions, much 
was of course left to the discretion of those 
who received them, in availing themselveil of 
any fair opportunity of retaliating upon the 
enemy the aggressive warfare they might at- 
tempt, by attacking, wherever it might be done 
with any reasonable prospect of success, the 
contiguous forts and possessions of the Ame- 
ricans. 

The private letter of 31st March, 1812, to 
Major-General Brock, from which an extract 
has already been made, evidently shews, that 
Sir George Prevost never meant to restrain the 
officers in command under him from acting 
upon the offensive, whenever circumstances^were 
such as would justify their departure from the 
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defensive system. Of these circumstances they 
were the best judges. That this was the light 
in which Sir George Prevosfs instructions were 
viewed by Major-General Brock, appears by the 
following extract from a letter addressed by him 
to the Commander of the forces, on the 3rd 
July, 1812, at which time he was fully aware of 
the defensive line of policy which had been 
adopted : 

*' The account received, first through a mer- 
cantile channel, and soon after repeated from 
various quarters, of war having been declared 
by the United States against Great Britain, 
would have justified, in my opinion, oflTensive 
operations. But the reflexion, that at Detroft 
and St. Joseph's, the weak state of thd garrisons 
would prevent the Commanders frotn attempt- 
ing any essential service connected in any de- 
gree with their future security, and that my 
only means of annoyance on this communica- 
tion, was limited to the reduction of Fort Nia- 
gara, which could be battered at any future pe- 
riod, I relinquished my original intentions, and 
attended only to defensive measures." 

That Captain Roberts, the commanding of- 
ficer at Fort St. Joseph's, acted from a sense of 
this discretion thus entrusted to him, there can- 
not be a doubt, as in his official letter to the 
Adjutant-General, announcing the capture of 
Michilimachinac, he does not alludis in the 
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slightest degree to his having acted contrary' t6 
his orders. The apiproval of his conduct in 
general orders is likewise a convincmg proof 
that Sir €reorge Pretost considered that he had 
acted up to the spirit of his instructions whslt^ 
ever thty might have been, and that he had 
used a sound discretion respecting them. 

It however clearly appears by the above letter, 
that Captain Roberts acted altogether from tlie 
orders he received from Major-General Brock, 
who was fully aware, as it has been already 
shewn, of the sentiments of Sir George Pre- 
vost, and who did hot hesitate to give Captaiii 
Roberts the discretionary order, whidi led to 
the attack and capture of the fort. 

It wfll be seen from the preceding pages, that 
the approaching hostilities with America had 
been the subject of frequent conmnmication be^ 
tween Sir George Prevost and Mitjor-general 
Brock, for several months prior to the comh 
mencdnent of the war; and that, in inore thart 
ofue letter to which reference has bieeri made, 
the precautions necessary to be taken, and the 
system and line of defence ijo be adopted hi the 
event of war, had been cteisrly and distinctly 
pointed out: Possessed then, as Sir George 
Prevost fcnew€hen6ral Brock to be, of hisseofti- 
melnts On tMs subject, and aware tha% he wotild 
receive from the North West compatiy, firom 
whom he had himself derived the information. 
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the earliest mtelligence of the actual declamtion 
of war^ an immediate further commnnicatidn of 
his sentiments was unnecessary. On the day^ 
however, on which the intelligence of that event 
reached Quebec, the 25th June, 1812, a letter 
was despatched to Major-General Brock from 
the Adjutant-General, communicating the infor- 
mation ; and as soon as the important arrange- 
meiits respecting the Lower Province> and par- 
ticularly those foi" the defence of Quebec had 
been completed. Sir George Prevost proceeded 
to Montreal. Upon his receiving at that place 
a despatch from Mr. Foster, our late minister at 
Washington, with an official notification of the 
war, he immediately afterwards, (on Tth July,) 
and within a fortnight after the first intelligence 
of it had reached him at Quebec, sent o£P his 
first deiqmtch to Major-General Brock. This 
was followed by another on the lOth of the 
same month by Colonel Lethbridge, who was 
sent to take the command at Kingston; and 
in both these letters every instruction and in- 
formation which Sir George Prevostfs situation 
afforded, or enabled him to give, were sent to 
the Major-General. That these despatches did 
not reach G^ieral Brock until the 29th of the 
month was owing to circumstances over which 
Sir George Prevost had no control. It must 
be ob serv ed, however, that General Brock re- 
ceived the despatches several days before he set 
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off to join the army opposed to General Hull, 
although the Reviewer* gives his readers to 
understand that it did not arrive until after 
General Hull's capture. - 

The above statement will afford a full and sa- 
tisfactory answer to the misrepresentations of 
the Quarterly Reviewer^f and to the unwarrant* 
able insinuation by which they are accompanied^ 
if indeed any answer were wanting to assertions 
in which the writer has directly contradicted 
himself. The Reviewer states, '' that Sir 
George Prevost sent no instructions whatever 
to General Brock for some weeks after he re- 
ceived intimation of the war :" — and further^, 
'' that he. General Brogk, was only restrained 
from the measure of attacking Fort Niagara, 
by the perplexity of his situation, in being left 
without order sr It is singular that the writer 
should have forgotten, that only five pages be- 
fore, he had stated;|; that '^ on the receipt of the 
intelligence of the American declaration of war, 
Major-General Brock, who commanded the 
troops in the Upper Province immediately des- 
patched DISCRETIONARY orders to the British 
officer in charge of Fort St. Joseph's, to act 
either offensively or otherwise against . the ene- 
my at Michilimachinac, as he should find advis- 
able." If General Brock was justified in giving 

• Review, p. 414. t Ibid. p. 413. % Ibid. p. ^09. 
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these discretionary orders to act offensively. a^ 
circumstances might require^ it follows that hct 
must have considered a similar line of conduct 
open to himself; and yet^ in the face, of this 
statement, the Reviewer gravely endeavours to 
persuade his readers^ that General Brock was in 
perplexity with regard to the measures which 
he should pursue. 

The Reviewer's insinuation^ that Sir G- Pre-* 
vost sent no instructions to General Brock for 
some weeks after he received intimation of the 
war, with the intention of leaving that officer to 
act on his own responsibility, cannot be passed 
over in silence. . It has been already proved, by 
incontrovertible facts, that the contemptible mo* 
tives thus attributed to the Commander of the 
forces, could not possibly have existed in his 
mind; and the attempt to impute to him a con- 
duct so dishonorable ought therefore to be marked 
with the severest reprobation. No two persons 
could more sincerely respect and esteem each 
other than these gallant and high-minded indivi- 
duals. Sir George Prevost had early evinced his 
opinion of General Brock's merits and talents, in 
a private communication to him of the 22d Jan. 
1812, several months before the war;^ and the 
reply of General Brock to that communication, 
was sufficient evidence of the sentiments he en- 
tertained towards the Commander, under whom 
he expressed himself to be so desirous of serving. 

D 
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Indeed, the ubnost confidenoe and cordiality' 
prevailed between these officers, as i» amply* 
manifested in the conespondence belbre referred' 
to; and wherever a diffinrence of opinion did 
exist, Greneral Brock neva hesitated to yield to 
what he expressed and considered the superior 
knowledge and experience of the Commander 
in Chief. 

The conduct of Sir George Prevost in his 
communications with General Brock, after re^ 
ceivin^ intelligaice of the war, was not attended 
with any of those consequences which the Re-^ 
viewer has asserted. Upon this head General 
Brock's correspondence with the Commander of 
the forces is conclusive. 

The first letter from that officer, after the m* 
ceipt of the intelligence of the war, is dated 
the 3d July, at Fort George ; the extract from 
which, ahready given, is a convincing proof, that 
whatever might have been hii» intention in mov*> 
ing from York to Fort Greorgef, he was not re- 
strained from the measure of attacking Fort 
Niagara by any defidency of instructions from 
the Commander of the Forces. 

The next letter from General Brock is fnnn 
Fort George,dated 12th July, and states that the 
oiemy were constructing batteries at the de- 
ferent points of the frontier ; that he was mak- 
mg exertions to counteract their views; and 
that the arrival, that morning, of the JXojbI 



George and the vessete und^ convoy, bringing 
Tarioud pieced of ordnance^ would give Mm a 
decided superiority. Not a single word is said 
in this despatch of any wish or intention on the 
part of the Major-General to invadie the Ameri- 
can territory. Major-General Brock's next let- 
ter of the 20th July states, that the enemy had 
evidently diminished his force, and appeared to 
have no intention of making an immediate at- 
tack. This letter also communicated the intel- 
ligence of General Hull's invasion of the Pro- 
vince. It likewise contained details of General 
Brock's means of defensive warfare, and ex- 
pressed some apprehension for the fate of the? 
troops under his command, should the commu^ 
nication be cut off between Kingston and Mon-^ 
treal ; which apprehension was entertained by 
him on the supposition, as he stated, that '' the 
slender means possessed hy Sir G. Prevost u^ould 
not admit of diminution^ and consequently that 
he could not look for reinforcements.'* The 
same letter acknowledged the receipt of the 
Adjutant GeneraFs communication from Que- 
bec, of 25th June, of the declaration of ware 
In the succeeding despatch from General Brock 
to Sir G. Prevost, dated 26th July, from Fort 
George, that officer writes as follows : '' I have 
not deemed it of sufficient importance to com- 
mence active operations on this line by an at* 
tack on Fort Niagara; it can be demolished, 
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when found necessary^ in half an hour^ and ther€ 
my means qf annoyance would cease. To enable 
the militia to acquire some degree of discipline, 
without interruption, ^ is of far greater conse^ 
quence than such a conquest'' 

The next letter from the Major-General, 
dated from York, the 28th July, principally re^ 
lates to the approaching meeting of the legisla- 
ture, and mentions his intention of detaching a 
force for the relief of Amherstburg. A letter 
from the same place, written on the following 
day, communicates the surrender of MichiMma- 
chinac, and particularly acknowledges the re- 
ceipt of Sir George Prevost's despatches of the 
7th and 10th July, written after the declaration 
of war, and before alluded to. General Brock 
also states his intention of embarking immedi- 
ately in the Prince Regent, (the vessel which 
had been built and equipped since the month of 
March preceding), for Fort George, from whence 
he should speedily return to York. On the 
4th August, a short letter was addressed by 
General Brock to Sir G. Prevost, from York, 
principally upon the proceeding of the legisla- 
ture, regarding the militia laws, and on the fol- 
k>wing day he set off for Amherstburg, from 
whence he did not retumuntil after the glorious 
teintnioation of Hull's invasion. It was, there- 
fore, from a consideration of the nature of his 
resources, and of the necessity of maturing and 
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husbanding them^ and from a conviction that 
Niagara would easily, fall whenever he. should 
be inclined to attack it^ and not from any doubt 
arising from want of instructions^ that General 
Brock abandoned the attempt. 

It was in further pursuance of the line of po- 
licy adopted at the commehcemient of the war, 
that . Sir George Prevost, upon the receipt of 
despatches from Mr. Foster, acquainting him 
with the proposed repeal of the. Orders in Coun- 
cil by the British Government, immediately 
opened a communication with Major-General 
Dearborn, commanding the American forces on 
the frontier of Lower Canada, for the purpose 
of concluding an armistice, until the Congress 
should determine upon the proposals trans- 
mitted to them by Mr. Foister. An armistice 
of about three weeks did accordingly take 
place ; and whatever might be the advantage 
arising from it to the American commanders 
and their troops, from the time and opportu- 
nity it afforded, them of increasing their means 
of attacking the Canadas, it is obvious that the 
cessation of hostilities was of far more impor- 
tance to Sir George Prevost, by enabling him 
to mature his preparations for defence. In fact, 
at the very time the armistice was negociating, 
a regiment had arrived in the river from the 
West Indies ; and after the conclusion, and dur- 
ing the continuance of it, considerable rein- 
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foroements of men and supplies were forwarded 
to Upper Canada, where they arrived before the 
resuming of hostilities, and materially contri-^ 
bated towards defeating the attempts which the 
enemy afterwards made to invade that province. 
Intelligence of the conclusion of ihe armis* 
tice was despatched to General Brock on the 
12th August, by Brigade-Major Sheckleton, and 
must have reached him at Amherstburg before 
he left that place for Fort George, where he ar^ 
rived the 6th September ; but, whatever may 
have been General Brock's opinion of the po* 
licy of the measure, we do not find in his letter 
of the 7th September to Sir George Prevost, 
that the receipt of that intelligence had at 
all interfered with any intention he had previa 
ously entertained of ^^ sweeping" (according to 
the Reviewer^s assertion) ^' the Niagara line of 
the American garrisons, which he knew were 
then unprepared for vigorous resistance.'^* In 
fact, as that letter states, the armistice was to 
terminate the nemst day ; and so far was General 
Brock firem being in a situation to act oflfen* 
sively, that he states his expectation of an al« 
most immediate attack, and of his having sent 
to Amherstburg to Colonel Proctor, as well as 
to Colonel Vincent at Kingston, for reinforce- 
ments, to enable him to meet it ; expressing at 

* Review, p. 410, 
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the same time bis hope^ that if be cauld conti- 
nue to HiaintaiB bis position for six weeks longer, 
Hie campaign would terminate in a manner little 
expected in tbe United States. 
. Upon tbe expiration of tbe armistice. Sir 
George Prevost resolved to continue, for a time 
at least, and until bis resources would better 
enable bim to pursue a contrary line of conduct, 
ibe same defensive system wbicb be bad pre- 
viously determined upon ; and wbicb be bad 
be^ originally induced to adopt, in conse- 
quence of tbe peculiar circumstances in wbicb 
be was placed at tbe commencement of bosti- 
lities, and of tbe war baving been undertaken, 
4m tbe part of tbe United States, so mucb in 
opposition to tbe opinions and wisbes of a con<- 
siderable portion of its population. In a pri- 
vate letter from Sir George Prevost to General 
Brock, of tbe 2d August, 1812, upon tbe sub- 
ject of tbe proposed armistice, be particularly 
refers to tbe opinion of Mr. Foster, respecting 
tbepolicyof tbe defensive system. '^ Mr. Foster/' 
he says, ^ submits tbe propriety of our abstain- 
ing from an invasion of tbe United States' terri- 
tory, o^ only in such event could the Afnerican 
gapemment be empowered to order the militia out 
qf the States."* As a furtber ground for tbis 
line of conduct, and a confinnation of tbe pro- 
priety of bis own opinion in adopting it, be 
quotes in a subsequent communication to Ge- 
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fieral Brocks of 30th August, 1812, the opinion 
of his Majesty's Government on the subject. 
^' The King's Government having most iinequi- 
voeaDy expressed to me their desire to preserve 
peace with the United States, that they might 
uninterruptedly pursue, with the whole dispose- 
able force of the country, the great iiiterests 
committed to them in Europe, I have endea- 
voured to be instrumental in the accomplish* 
ment of those views ; but I consider it most 
fortunate to have been enabled to do so without 
interfering with your operations on the Detroit. 
I have sent you men^ money ^ and stares of every 
Mnd." It cannot be matter of surprise that Sir 
George Prevost should persevere in his deferi- 
«ive system," even after the termination of the 
armistice, and when from the manner in which 
the Government of the United States had re- 
ceived the communication of the repeal of the 
Orders in Coimcil, it was evident that they 
meant to continue the war for other objects; 
for it ought to be considered, that up to that 
period, the only reinforcements of troops re* 
ceived by him were the 103d, nearly a boy-re- 
giment, and the first battalion of the Royals 
from the West Indies, the latter incomplete, 
from the capture of part of their numbers, on 
board of one of the transports, by an American 
frigate. ' In consequence, however, of this addi- 
tion to the force in the Lower Province, Sir 
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George Prevost was enabled immeidiately to 
strengthen the army in Upper Canada^ by: detach- 
ments from the 49th regiment^ Royal Newfound- 
land Fencibles/and Royal Veterans ; but it must 
be evident that the total accession of strength 
in both Provinces was not sufficient to warrant 
a departure from a system^ which had been 
adopted after the fullest deliberation^ and upon 
a just calculation of the means necessary to 
meet the American warfare. The grounds of 
Sir George Prevost's opinion on this headrhad 
been stated to General Brocks in his letters to 
him of the 7th and 10th July, befora referred 
to ; and as a further confirmation of the neces- 
sity of adhering to it, in his communication to 
General Brock, of the 17th September, Sir 
George Prevost acquaints him, that in his last 
despatches from Lord Bathurst, the Secretary 
^f State for the Colonies, dated 4th July, 1812, 
he is told by him, ''That his Majesty's Govern- 
ment trusts he will be enabled to suspend, with 
perfect safety, all extraordinary preparations for 
defence, which he may have been induced tp 
make, in consequence of the precarious state of 
the relations between Great Britain and the 
United States."^ — As this opinion of the British 
Government was evidently founded upon their 
belief, that the revocation of the Orders in 
Council would either prevent war, if not de- 
clared^ or lead to an immediate peace^ had hos- 
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tilities commenced, it was plain that no furtlier 
reinforcements conld be expected to be eveti 
murdered from England, mitil accounts should 
arriye there of the reception which the int^li- 
gence of the revocation of the Orders in Coun- 
cil had met with from the Government of the 
United States. As this conld not weU be before 
the end of September, there was not the slight- 
est prospect of any addition being afforded to 
the force in the Canadas before the ensuing 
year; and it was therefore certain, that the 
Comsnander of the forces would until that pe- 
riod be completely left to his owp resources for 
the defence of those Provinces. 

To husband those resources became, under 
these circumstances, his imperious duty. The 
posture of affiiirs in Lower Canada, as he had 
stated to General Brock, in his letter of the 17th 
September, particularly on the frontier of Mon^ 
treal, required every soldier in that Province 
and no further reinforcements could be sent by 
him to the other. Not aware of any advantage 
which could arise from offensive operations 
against America, to compensate for the loss 
they might occasion, and for the consequent in^ 
security to the Provinces which he was defend^ 
ing. Sir George Prevost continued to urge upon 
General Brock, and after his death, upon his 
successor. General Sheaffe, the necessity of ad- 
hering to a defensive system; nor does it ap* 
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pear from any put of the correspondence 
between these officers and Sir Geo]^e Prevost^ 
that they had any particular object in view^ 
which that policy restrained them from pur^ 
sitting. Previous to the armistice^ and to the 
capture of HulFs army at Detroit, General 
Brock had in his letters of Bd and 26th July, 
1812, before referred to, given his reasons, 
which were evidently independent of the con- 
sideration of any instructions from Sir George 
Prevost, why he did not meditate offensive 
operations against the American frontier ; and 
subsequent to the capture of Detroit, and after 
his arrival at Fort George in September, it has 
been clearly shewn, that his situation and means 
precluded him from such measures, except at a 
great risk, and for the accomplishment of in- 
adequate objects. 

The correctness of this statement appears 
from a letter addressed by General Brockj to 
Sir Greoirge Prevost, on the 13th September, 
1812, from Fort George; in which he says, 
^^ that although he had learnt from deserters, 
(but which information he had reason after- 
wards to think, as he acknowledged, was not 
altogether correct), that great dissatisfaction 
prevailed amongst the American troops on the 
Niagara frontier, and that therefore much 
might be effected against such a body at that 
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moment; that keeping. in mind his excellency's 
instructions^ and aware of the policy of pfir- 
mitiing such a force to dwindle away hy it's own 
inefficient meanSy he did not contemplate any, 
IMMEDIATE ATTACK." Two strong inferences 
naturally arise from this letter — the one, that 
General Brock must have considered the in- 
structions received from Sir George Prevo^t, a$ 
to defensive measures not positive^ as the Rcr 
viewer has thought j&t to state them to have 
been, but discretionary; the other, that Ge- 
neral Brock himself, was convinced of the policy 
of abstaining from offensive operations. against 
an enemy circumstanced as the Americans then 
were. That this policy was a wise one, was 
manifest from the result. Had any attack been 
made on Fort Niagara, or had that general 
sweeping of the American garrisons on the 
frontier, (which the critic seems to think so 
easy an achievement) been attempted, there can- 
not be a doubt but that this invasion of the 
American territory, before the enepiy had made 
an attack upon ' our own frontier, would have 
united. the whole population, not only of. the 
states bordering upon that line, but of every 
other part of the union, in the prosecution of 
the war. The militia already assembled upon 
that frontier, and who were known to be dis- 
satisfied, and anxious to return to their homes^^ 
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would in the event of an attack upon their ter- 
ritory, not only have cheerfully remained to re- 
pel the aggression, hut would have heen further 
ohliged to pass the frontier, for the invasion of 
Canada; which, without such an attack on our 
part, they could not have been compelled to do. 
Aware of this circumstance, it was the policy of 
the American Government, to hold out lures to 
our officers, commanding on the frontiers, to 
induce them to commence an offensive warfare. 
Sir George Prevost, however, saw through their 
design, and fortunately disappointed it.' The 
consequence was, that finding their militia could 
no longer be kept together, and that the season 
was fast approaching, when all offensive opera- 
tions must cease, the American commanders 
urged the troops on that line, to that ill-con- 
-certed expedition, which ended in the battle, of 
Queenstown, and which, though attended with 
the irreparable loss to the British forces of their 
gallant Commander^ terminated in the disgriace 
and defeat of the American army; and was 
thus the means of preserving, at least for that 
campaign, the Province of Upper Canada; 
Brilliant as had been the success of our arms 
at the battle of Queenstown, and complete- as 
had been the overthrow of the enemy, they still 
remained in sufficient force on the opposite 
territory, to make an immediate attack upon 
their frontier, notwithstanding tlie dismay with 
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which the critic seems to think the Americans 
were filled^* something more than hazardous. 
Out of the small force of less than 900 regular 
troops which we had on the field that day^ nearly 
100 of them were killed or wounded^ and many 
were necessarily engaged in guarding the pri^ 
soners^ whose numbers amounted to more than 
our own regular force. The enemy had received 
reinforcements in their line during the day of 
the action^ and others were constantly arriving^ 
Under these circumstances is it to be wondered 
at^ that Major-General Sheaffe should not have 
listened to the suggestions of any of his officers^ 
if such were made, and the fact is more than 
doubtful, to cross over immediately after the 
action, when according to the Reviewer's saga* 
cious opinion, '^ Fort Niagara might have been 
taken, and the whole of the Niagara line, cleared 
of the American troops !'* 

Such an attempt might indeed have averted the 
insinuation levelled by the critic against Gre- 
neral Sheaffe and Sir George Prevost as lovers 
of armistices, but would have evinced great 
want of military judgment and prudence in Ge* 
neral Sheaffe, and have hazarded all the ad* 
vantages gained by the gallant and able con-^^ 
duct of his lamented predecessor, and streng- 
thened and confirmed at Queenstown by him- 
■ I ,...-. I ■ ■■■» 
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self. General Sheaffe was, therefore, wisely con- 
tented with having foiled a second attempt of a 
superior force to invade the Province ; and> anxi- 
ous to secure its future preservation, he will- 
ingly acceded to a proposal for an armistice, 
which he knew, under the circumstances of his 
situation, would be of ihcalcukiMy more benefit 
to himself than to the enemy. It must be evident 
to every one at all conversant with military suh- 
JMte, that to those who are carrying on a defen- 
sive warfare, which their inferiority of force and 
means of every description has obliged them to 
adopt, a suspension of hostilities must be infi- 
nitely more beneficial than to the opposite party. 
General Shea£Ge was fully aware of the import* 
ajQce of this measure to the safety of the pro* 
vince, which on the death of General Brock was 
entrusted to him, since he was in daily expecta- 
tion of receiving supplies of clothing, and other 
articles which were indispensable for the militia, 
who had become much dissatisfied from the want 
of those articles. Reinforcements of troops 
were also on their way to him ; and, in &ct, 
these supplies and reinforcements did arrive 
during the continuance of the armistice, and ma-, 
terially contributed to foil the further efibrts of 
the enemy to invade the Province. It may also 
be added, that the armistice was further expe- 
dient in the first instance, when its duration was 
limited to three days, fpr the purpose of afford- 



48 

ing time for carrying into effect the proposed 
exchange of prisoners^ the removal of those that 
were wounded^ and the passing over to the ene-r 
my's side the militia paroles. Some portion of 
time was also necessary for performing^ without 
any hostile interruption^ the last tribute of re- 
spect to the memory of the gallant Commander 
who had then lately fallen. The subsequent 
prolongation of the armistice to an indefinite 
period, although it was in the power of either 
party to terminate the same by thirty hours 
notice, perfectly coincided with Major-General 
. Sheaffe's system of defensive warfare, and per- 
mitted him to leave Fort George for a short 
time, and proceed to York, where his presence 
was indispensable for the purpose of being 
sworn in, and assuming the civil government. 

It has been thought necessary to say thus 
much in vindication of this measure, from a 
sense of justice to a gallant and meritorious of- 
ficer, ; although it was adopted without any re- 
ference to, and without the consent or appro- 
bation of Sir George Prevost. The Reviewer 
has indeed thought fit to characterize the, armis-* 
tice* as one for which no reason, civil or mili- 
tary, was ever assigned ; whereas it was noto- 
rious to the army employed on the Niagara 
line that General Sheaffe was influenced in this 

— , , / — • : ; --— . 
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step by the motives and circumstances already 
stated^ all of which were immediately communi- 
cated by him to Sir George Prevpst. If any 
thing further were necessary to be adduced in 
vindication of the policy of the defensive system, 
of which these armistices formed a part, and^ 
which, the Reviewer has thought fit so ground- 
lessly to denominate short-sighted and ill-judged, 
although attended with results *so favourable to 
the safety of both Provinces, it will be found in 
the complete approbation expressed by his Ma- 
jesty's Government. In Lord Bathurst's despatch 
to Sir George Prevost, of the 4th July, 1812, 
written before the intelligence of the declara- 
tion of war, by America, had reached England, 
his Lordship says, 'VThe instructions given by 
you to Major-General Brock and Sir John Sher- 
brooke, cautioning them against any premature 
measures of hostility, or any deviation from a 
line of conduct strictly defensive, meets . with 
the full approbation of his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent." 

In a subsequent despatch of the 10th Aug., 
Lord Bathurst approves of the general prinpi- 
pies upon which Sir George Prevost intended 
to conduct the operations of the war, by mak- 
ing the defence of Quebec paramount to every 
other consideration, in the event of invasion. In 
a later d.espatch of the date of tlje 1st October, 
1812^ his Lordship says, '' I have it in conunand 

£ 
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from his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to 
convey to you his most unqualified approbation 
of the measures which you have adopted for de- 
fending the Provinces under your charge, and of 
those to which you have had recourse for de^ 
ferring, if not altogether preventing, any resort 
to actual hostility." On the subject of the ar- 
mistice, he adds, '' The desire which you have 
unceasingly manifested to avoid hostilities, with 
the subjects of the United States, is not more 
in conformity with your own feelings, than with 
the wishes and intentions of his Majesty's Go- 
vernment, and therefore your correspondence 
with General Dearborn cannot fail to receive 
their cordial concurrence." 

In a further despatch from Lord Bathurst, 
dated the 10th October, 1812, acknowledguig 
the receipt of the letter from Sir George Pre^ 
vost, which announced the surrender of Greneral 
Hull, with his army, to General Brock, and 
communicating his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent's approbation of the conduct of General 
Brock, his officers and troops, on that occasion, 
his Lordship adds — '* I am further commanded 
by his Royal Highness to say, that in giving 
Bvery credit to Major-General Brock, and the 
army under his command, he is fully sensible 
how much your exertions and arrangements have 
contributed to the fortunate conclusion of the 
campaign m Upper Canada." In Lord Bathurst's 
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despatch of the 16th Navember fo&owmg> he 
says, '' The measures which yon have taken for 
obstructuig the navigation of the Richdien, by 
the erection of works on the Isle Aux Noix, ap- 
pear well calculated to impede the advance of 
the Baemy in that quarter." 

Testimonials like these, so highly honorable 
to the zeal and ability displayed by Sir George 
Prevost, are sufficient of themselves to afiEbrd 
a complete answer to the Reviewer's assertions. 
That writer^s remark, with regard to " the prac- 
tical illustration of the tendency"* of Sir George 
Prevost's defensive system, is directly in oppo<- 
sition to the fects, both as respects the conduct 
of Colonel Procter, in consequence of his or- 
ders, and the effect produced by that conduct 
upon the minds of the Indians. In proof of 
this assertion, it is only necessary to advert to 
the two expeditions, of Captain Muir to Fort 
Wayne, in September, 1812, and of Liettte- 
nant Dewar to the Fort of the Rapids of the 
Miami, in October following. The former of 
these expeditions tended, for some time at least, 
to retard the preparations which the enemy 
were making for their second advance to the 
Detroit frontier, which terminated in the defeat 
and captuiie of General Winchester and his army, 
while both expeditions affi>rded to the Indians 
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a strong proof of our. desire .to co-operate with 
them^ as far as was consistent with the security 
of our own Provinces^ and of the Michigan ter- 
ritory. Neither of theseexpeditions wonM have 
been undertaken^ had not Colonel Procter's 
orders been discretionary instead of positive. 
It is certainly true, that Sir George Prevost 
did wish to discourage the employment of the 
regular troops under Colonel Procter, in oflfen- 
sive operations jointly with the Indians; be- 
cause such a course of proceeding was neither 
consistent with the instructions he had received 
from his Majei^ty'si Government, nor compatible 
with the military resources of his ccmimand. 
At the same time he merely recommended to 
Colonel Procter a cautious line of conduct, 
chiefly directed to the preservation of the dis- 
trict committed to his charge ; an^^it is evident 
that Colonel Procter's use of the discretion 
thus entrusted to him, had the effect of retain- 
ing the willing services of the Indians during 
the. whole period of out remaining in posses- 
sion of the Michigan territory, and up to the 
time of the tmfortunate retreat and consequent 
capture of Colpnel Procter's detachment at 
the Moravian village. 

Having thus briefly adverted to the princijpal 
occurrences of the first campaigii in U||fper 
Canada, it becomes necessary to say a few 
words with regard to those of the Lower Pro- 
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vJiice^ during the same period; and which^ being 
under the immediate direction of Sir George 
Prevost^the Reviewer has thought proper to 
characterize as utterly . insignificant.* Ahnost 
immediately after intelligence of the war had 
arrived at Quebec, Sir George Prevost re- 
paired to Montreal, for the purpose of pro- 
viding for the defence of that frontier; and 
having established a cordon of troops in the 
situations most exposed to attack, between 
the St. Lawrence and the Richelieu rivers, 
consisting of all the flank companies of the 
49th and 100th regiments, together with three 
battalions of embodied militia, and one of Ca- 
nadian voltigeurs, which last four corps had 
been raised and disciplined previous to the 
war, he returned to Quebec, in order to meet 
the Provincial Parliament. The legislature had 
been summoned, principally, for the purpose 
of obtaining from them an act authorizing, 
the circulation of army bills, a measure to 
which from his deserved popularity with that 
body, they did not hesitate to accede, and with- 
out which, from the want of specie, it would 
scarcely have been possible to carry on the 
public service. To many of the arrangements 
and measures of Sir George Prevost, for rein- 
forcing and strengthening Upper Canada^ as. 
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Well as for gnardiog the approadie& to tbe 
Lower Province, reference has already been 
made. The whole smnmer had been unceas- 
ingly employed in these important objects, and 
the greatest exertions had been made to trans- 
port and convey to Kingston, by the tedious 
route of the St. Lawrence, against the current, 
and along a frontier much exposed to the enemy, 
the various supplies which the exigencies of the 
Upper Province demanded; all of which, by the 
judicious imd able arrangements made by lum 
for that purpose, arrived safe and without loss, 
or with very inconsiderable molestation. 

In the month of August Sir George Prevost 
again repaired to Montreal, in order that he 
might be ready to take the field, should the 
movements of General Dearborn, who com- 
numded the enemy's forces on that frontier, in- 
dicate any intention of attacking our Une of de- 
fence, which had been entrusted to the charge 
of Major-General de Rottenburg. General 
Dearborn having, on the 16th November, ad- 
vanced from Plattsburg to Ghamplain town, 
close upon our frontier line, thereby threatening 
the front of Major-General de Rottenburg's po- 
sition. Sir George Prevost, upon the receipt of 
this intelligence, crossed the St. Lawn^ee with 
a considerable proportion of the force then at 
Montreal, in order to strengthen the point thus 
threatened, and established his head-quarters at 
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Chambly, where he remained for several weeks. 
l¥hether this movement on the part of General 
Dearborn was made m the expectation of fiiiding 
that iko effectual resistance would be offered by 
the Canadian population to his further advance 
into the Province, or with the view of prevent- 
ing the sending of reinforcements from the 
Lower to the Upper Province, he was equally 
disappointed in both these objects. The able 
measures adopted by Sir George Prevost in the 
disposition of the regular troops, as well as of 
the militia, who displayed the most ardent spirit 
of loyalty, and the most resolute determination 
to repel every attempt of the enemy to invade 
the Colony, induced the American Commander 

advancing. After pushing forward a few recon- 
noitring parties which were invariably forced 
to retreat without effecting their object, he was 
Intimately compelled, by the advanced season of 
the year, to close the campaign, and to put the 
ajmy into winter quarters. 

The result of the first campaign was highly 
honorable to the military talents of the Com- 
mander of the forces. The enemy, notwith- 
standing their superior resources, were foiled in 
every attempt which they made to invade the 
Provinces, with the loss in one instance of the 
whole of their army, together with the Com- 
mander ; while, in the other, their troops suffered 
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a total defeat^ attended with the capture of a 
General Officer^ and upwards of 700 men. 

But while thus engaged in his military duties^ 
Sir George Prevost was not unmindful of the 
importance of our naval superiority upon the 
Lakes^ though in this as in every other part of 
his conduct^ he has fallen under the indiscrimi- 
nate censure of the Quarterly Reviewer,* who 
has accused him of neglecting to preserve the 
naval ascendancy which we enjoyed on Lakes 
Erie and Ontario, at the conunencement of the 
contest. 

As early as the month of December, 1811, as 
appears from a letter addressed by Sir George 
Prevost to General Brock, he had directed his 
attention towards our marine on Lake JBrie, 
and had given directions for the building of a 
schooner at Amfaerstburg. Our force on the 
Lake, at that period, consisted of the ship Queen 
Charlotte, and Hunter schooner, both of which 
were armed and actually employed. The Ame- 
ricans possessed at the same period a brig, 
the Detroit, and a sloop, the former a very fine 
vessel, and in readiness for any service, although 
then laid up at Presque Isle. During the whcde 
of the campaign of 1812, our vessels navigated 
the Lake without any attempt on the part of the 
enemy to interrupt them, and materially contri- 
^ — III I 
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buted to the success of our arms in that quar- 
ter^ by the countenance and protection afforded 
by them to the garrison at Amherstburg^ and 
by the transportation from Fort Erie of such 
stores, provisions, and supplies as were indis- 
pensable for the security of the former post. In 
direct variance with the Reviewer's :assertion,* 
that ^' not one effort ytbs made by Sir .George 
Prevost to increase our marine at that period;" 
it is a remarkable fact that the schooner. Lady 
Prevost, which he had ordered to be built in 
December, 1811, was launched .and fitted out, 
and was actually employed on the Lake, within a 
month after the declaration of war, and essen- 
tially assisted in the transport of the arms, pro- 
visions, &c. before mentioned, during nearly the 
whole of the first campaign. Of the force which 
the eneniy then possessed on this Lake, consist- 
ing of the Detroit and a schooner, the former 
fell into our possession upon the surrender of 
General Hull with his army ; and, although she 
was recaptured in the October following, under 
circumstances which, considering the superiority 
of the enemy, reflected no discredit upon the 
officer commanding her, and the men under 
him, she made no accession to their strength, 
as she was burnt the day afterwards by our 
4iroops, and the Caledonia, a private vessel, cap- 
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tored mth her, was rendered a mere wreck by 
the fire from 4>ur fort and batteries. On Lake 
Erie, therefore, during the whole of the cam- 
paign of 1812, our naval ascendancy was deci- 
sive; to str^igihen and preserve which, the 
efforts of Sir George Prevost materiaQy contri* 
buted. On Lake Ontario, our superiority, as 
well at the commencement of hostilities, as long 
prior and subsequent to that period, was still 
more apparent and efficient. In March, 1812, 
our force on that Lake consisted of the Royal 
George ship of 24 guns, the brig Moira of 16 
gUDS, and two schooners ; whilst that of the 
enemy was composed of a single brig laid up at 
Sackett's Harbour. But the importance of mam- 
taining this great superiority over the enemy 
was not lost sight of by Sir George Prevost. 
As early as January, 1812, Captain Gray, an able 
officer of the Quarter-Master-General's depart- 
ment, under which the marine was placed, was 
despatched to York for the purpose, amongst 
other services, of consulting with Major-Generai 
Brock, upon the best means of preserving the 
ascendancy which we possessed upon Lake On* 
tario. In consequence of Captain Gray's sug* 
^estion, the building of a very fine schooner, 
called the Prince Regent, was commem^ at 
York in the following March^ which was laund^, 
equipped, and employed upon the Lake in con- 
veying suppUes of great importance on the 3d 
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Jtily^ immediately tifter notiee of the declara- 
tion of war had been reeeived in Upper Canada. 
This fi^^t furnishes a full contradiction to the as- 
sertion of the Reviewer,* that '* after slumbering 
away the summer and autumn without one effort 
to increase our marine in amount or efficiency. 
Sir Greorge Prevost suddenly awoke, in the depth 
of winter, to a sense of the condition to which 
his supineness had reduced the British cause, and 
the building of two frigates commenced with con- 
vulsive activity .•• That Sir George Prevost, with 
so decided a naval ascendancy on both Lakes at 
the commencement of the war, should not have 
thought himself justtied in any extraordinary 
exertions to increase that ascendancy, is not to be 
wondered, at when it is considered, that for every 
purpose of the defensive system which he had 
adopted, the British force upon the Lakes was 
amjdy sufficient, and that Government would 
not have approved, in the then state of affairs, of 
the expense which such a measure must una- 
voidably have occasioned. Aware, however, as 
Sir Geoige Prevost was of the important advan- 
tages which the dominion of the Lakes afforded 
for the preservation of the Canadas, he had, both 
long .before, and immediately after the com- 
mencemfint of the war, called the attention of 
Majesty's Government to that subject He 
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had also in his communication with General 
Brocks and particularly by the Deputy Assis- 
tant Quarter-Master-General^ invited his con- 
sideration of the same matter. It certainly af- 
fords a strong proof of the conviction of that 
gallant and able officer, that our force on those 
waters needed no extraordinary exertion at that 
time to increase it beyond what had been al- 
ready made ; that, excepting in his letter before 
referred to, of 2d December, 1811, he never 
once mentioned the subject of our marine in 
his various different communications with Sir 
George Prevost, respecting the means of de- 
fending the Upper Province, until in his des- 
patch of the 11th October, 1812, he acquainted 
the Commander of the forces with the recapture 
of the brig Detroit by the enemy. Previous, 
however, to this period, and as soon as Sir 
George Prevost had reason to suppose from the 
refusal of the American Government to accede 
to the Armistice, or to consider the revocatioii 
of the Orders in Council a sufficient ground for 
pacification, that the war would be continued, 
and that renewed efforts would be made for the 
invasion of the Canadas, he had strongly re- 
presented to His Majesty's Government the 
absolute necessity of experienced officers and 
able seamen being sent to him, to enable him to 
preserve the ascendancy which our marine then 
enjoyed. In a letter addressed to General Brock, 
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on the 19th October^ 1812^ he authorised that 
officer to take whateyer measures he might deem 
necessary for the accompUshment of the sattie 
object^ without further reference to himself. It 
was not ascertained^ until towards the end of 
October^ that any extraordinary exertions were 
making by the enemy to equip and fit out a 
squadron at Sackett's Harbour. The arriyal of 
Commodore Chauncey^ with a nuniber of ship* 
Wrights and seamen^ making their intentions 
evident^ Captain Gray^ of the Quarter-Master- 
General's department^ was sent to Kingston> to 
direct the laying down of the keels of two fri- 
gates^ the one at that place^ and the other at 
York; and in the month of December^ . more 
than 120 shipwrights^ together with 30 seamen^ 
engaged at Quebec, arrived in the Upper Pro- 
yince> and the building of the two frigates im- 
mediately conunenced. In the same month, di- 
rections were given for the building of a sliip, 
of the dimensions and tcmnage of the Queen 
Charlotte, together with several gun-boats at 
Amherstburg, on Lake Erie. During the whole 
of the summer after the declaration of war, the 
superiority of our fleet on Lake Ontario, had 
enabled us uninterruptedly to transport from 
Kingston to York and Fort George, all the 
supplies of stores, provisions, and reinforce- 
ments of men, necessary for the defence of 
Upper Canada; nor was it until the month of 
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November^ when those services had been coin'" 
pleted^ and our vessels were on the point of 
bemg laid op for the winter^ that with all the 
great advantages which they derived from the 
inunediate vicinity of their resources> particu- 
larly of officers and men^ seconded by the stren- 
uous exertions which they made^ the Americans 
were able to do more than to fit out the Oneida^ a 
vessel perfectly ready for any service iat the com- 
mencement of the war^ and six small schooners^ 
carrying one or two heavy guns each. With 
this force they ventured out for the first time 
on the Lake in the beginning of November^ 
under the command of Commodore Chauncey; 
and availing themselves of the absence of the 
Moira brig, and our three schooners, at the 
head of the Lake, to make on the 1 1th an inef* 
fectual attack upon the Royal George, under 
the batteries of Kingston, they retired to Sack* 
ett's Harbour, without attempting to interrupt 
our vessels on their return to Kingston ; nor did 
they again shew themselves upon the Lake 
until the following year. Up to the month of 
November, therefore, which may be called the 
conclusion of the first campaign, as far as re^ 
spected our means of defending the Province, 
our ascendancy on Lake Ontario had been pre- 
served. To this object, the measures adopted 
by Sir George Prevost, by the building of the 
Prince Regent, and the supply of officers and 
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men furnished to our marine after the com^ 
mencement of the war, essentially contributed. 
The superior advantages enjoyed by the enemy, 
in being able to obtain shipwrights and seamen 
to an unlimited amount, together with the proxi- 
mity of all their means for the building and equip- 
ment of vessels, had enabled them to launch a 
frigate at Sackett's Harbour, before the end of the 
year 1812, and to fit out a squadron, which at 
the conunencement of 1813, gave them a tempos 
rary ascendancy on Lake Ontario, before o£Bicers 
and seamen could be sent to Canada from Eng- 
land. This ascendancy on their part was, how- 
ever, of short duration, for we shall find in pur- 
suing this subject, that the measures planned 
by Sir George Prevost during the summer of 
1812, and carried into effect during the autumn 
and winter, were such as in their consequence 
secured to us a fall equality, and occasionally the 
superiority on that Lake, during the two remain- 
ing campaigns. Of the nature and extent of the 
exertions thus made by Sir George Prevost to 
increase our marine on Lake Ontario, the Re- 
viewer has himself furnished the most abundant 
proof. *' Such," he says, '^ were the zeal and 
exertions of Sir James Yeo and his followers 
on their arrival at Kingston, that before the end 
of May they were prepared to take the Lake 

with the British fleet,* now composed of two 
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ships of 24 and 22 guns^ a brig of 14, and two 
schooners of 12 and 10 guns." 

Sir James Yeo did not arrive at Quebec with 
his seamen^ until the 5th May^ and it was not 
until after the 16th that he reached Kingston ; 
to which place Sir George Prevost had accom- 
panied him from Montreal. The state of for^ 
wardness in which he then found the fleet 
was such^ that he was enabled to complete its 
equipment^ and actually to set sail on the 27th 
of the same months within little more than a 
week after his arrival at Kington. The pre- 
vious exertion requisite to accomplish the build^ 
ing of the Wolfe, a ship carrying 24 guns^ the 
altering and refitting the brig Moira, and the 
making of the various repairs and alterations 
in the other vessels, while at the same time a 
ship of a large class had been built at York, 
and was nearly ready to be launched in April, 
and a ship and several gun-boats were in a state 
of great forwardness at Amherstburg, may be 
easily conjectured; particularly, when it is con- 
sidered that the stores and supplies of almost 
every description, necessary for the armament 
and equipment of these vessels, had been trans- 
ported to the Upper Province from Quebec and 
Montreal, the greater part of them during the 
winter, and through roads before deemed impas- 
sable for many of the heavy articles required. 
These difiiculties were, however, soon surr 
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mobiited by the ehc^g^tic ineastires of Si^ 
George !Pt^6Vost ', aiid he had the satisfaction to 
findon hds arrival at Kingston, that the important 
c^bject of having a fleet ready to take the Lake 
as early as it was probable that oflScers and sea- 
ifien could be seiit from England to Command 
^d man it, had been accomplished. Upon Sir 
James Yeo's arrival, as already mentioned, not 
more than ten days were requisite to put the 
squadron into a complete state of equipment^ 
and from the period of its appearance on the 
Lake, the enemy ce^ed to enjoy the temporary 
ascendancy which their superior resources of 
men and supplies had enabled them, during the 
preceding month, to acquire. The Reviewer 
has confidently asserted, that these exertions 
to increase our marine ought to have been 
earlier made ; and that had they been so made, 
our ascendancy on the Lake would have been 
retained, and York, together with the ship which 
was there Ijuilding, might have been saved. The 
answer to this has already been partly given. 
Any extraordinary exertions to increasef a ma- 
rine so decidedly superior to that of the enemy> 
before the probable continuation of the war 
was clearly ascertained, and before any steps 
were taken by the Americans to rival us in that 
respect, would not have been justified, by the 
cirimmstances in which Sir George Prevbst was 
Hien placed. It was not until the beginning of 

F 
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September, that the t6nniiii4icm:of the flnttfaftiee 
manifested the mtention of the American Go^ 
vernment to contmue the war^ nor were aay efV 
fectual steps taken by them for a material in^ 
crease of their naval forces at Sacketfs Harbour^ 
until the month of October following, wben 
Commodore Chaimcey and his seamen arrived at 
that place. It is evident, therefore, that except 
in the construction of new vessels, and the for^ 
warding of the supplies necessary for their equips 
ment, nothing further could have been dosie. 
at that period, to enable us to keep paqe with 
the exertions of the enemy ; and that without 
officers and men, who could not be expected be* 
fore the spring, any number or description of 
vessels^ must have been useless. 

Sir George Prevost, soon after the dedara^ 
tion of war, had called the attention of Govern*: 
ment, as well as that of the Admiral on the Ha-^ 
lifa^ station, to this subject. He had, therefore, 
every reason to expect that either from Engt 
land or from Halifax, he should early in the year, 
receive officers and seamen sufficient to fit out 
and man a fleet equal at least, if. not superior, to 
any, that tl^e enemy might at that time be able 
to prepare. In this expi^ctation. Sir George 
Preyost was not disappointed; and although the 
Adimral on the Halifax station had only been 
able to afford to his strong solicitations onrthi^ 
head, lieutesnants Barclay a.]|d Fen&is,. to :act 



as captains,, aud fbur petty officers for lieute- 
nant^ who arriyed over land fiMMn New Byuns* 
wick at the end of April, this small supply of 
able and spirited officers being immediately^ des- 
patched to Kingston> materially cQntributedi, by 
their active services, to put the Fleet into the 
forward condition in which it was found by Sir 
James Yeo on his arrival. 

Notwithstanding the active measures which 
were thus taken by Sir George Prevost tq 
maintain our ascendancy upon the Lakes^ the 
Quarterly Reviewer has thought proper to ob^ 
serve, that it is perfectly inconceivable how any 
man,, in Sir George Prevost's situation, could 
have been so infatuated> as to disregard the ini^ 
portance of maintaining his superiority. The 
gross injustice of this charge will be best proved 
by citing the words of Sir George Prevost Jiim- 
self, in a letter of the 3rd February, 1813, ad^ 
dressed to General Sheaffe. '' The extreme 
anxiety I experienced respecting the naval force 
to be employed on Lake Ontario, in the spring 
of this year, has rendered the proceedings in 
the dock-yards at Kingston and York, subjects 
highly interesting to me. You may therefore 
suppose I shall expect to find the exertions at 
both these places to have fiilly corresponded 
with the magnitude of the object and the diffi- 
culties surmounted in forwarding from hence the 
numerous supplies required for that service." 

r2 
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Much has been said by the . Reidewer upofD 
the incompetency of the person commandiiig; 
and of the other officers belonging ta our Pro^ 
vincial marine on Lake Ontario.* Whatever 
might have been the want of energy and enter- 
prise on the part of Earle^ in. the instance to 
which the critic has alluded^ and the circum- 
stances of which he has greatly exaggerated^ Sir 
George Provost did not think it incumbent 
upon him^ on that account^ to deprive hims^ 
of the services of that oflScer, who was acknorw- 
ledged to be a tried and skilful navigator of the 
Lake^ at a period when those services ivere 
particularly required for the transport of the 
various supplies destined for the upper parts of 
the Province. He was^ therefi^e^ retained in 
the command^ not only as being highly usefiil 
for the j)urposes for which he was wanted, bi>t 
because no person could then be found adequate 
to supply his place. That the captain of the 
Tartarus sloop of war, then at Quebec, needed 
but a hint from Sir George Prevostf to pro- 
ceed with his crew to Lake Ontario, and super* 
sede Earle and his feeble followers, may well, be 
doubted, when we consider the state, of ^the 
squadron to which he belonged, and the ser- 
vices required from it at the commencement ctf 
the war. Whether such a plan was beyond Sir 

* Review, p. 414. f Ibid. p. 415. . 
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Greorge's jcapadty,^ may be left for the reader 
to determine. Had: he, .however, adopted it, he 
would certa^lly have evinced a great want of 
consistency and judgment. He was, at that 
period, in the act of negociating with Greneral 
Dearborn for the iarmiistice, which afterwards 
took place> with the reasonable expectation that 
the revocation of the Orders in Council would 
lead to a return of peace between Great Britain 
and America. Our force at that time on Lake 
Ontario was so decidedly superior, not only to 
what the enemy possessed on those waters, but 
to any which they could hope for several months 
to fit out, that an addition, either to its amount 
or efficiency, seemed to be uncalled for and un- 
necessary. Offensive operations of any descrip- 
tion, on our part, were not in contemplation ; 
and to every pui^ose of defensive warfare our 
mews on the Lake were amply competent. To 
have deprived the Admirq.1, on the Halifax star 
tion, of the services of the Tartarus, when every 
ship was required by him for the protection of 
our trade from the numerous crnizers of the 
en^ny, without any adequate object in view, 
would have been altogether unjustifiable on; the 
part of Sir Gewge Prevost. Whether, if the 
,eapt$un ;and iseamen of the Tattarus had been 
sent to Lake Qatftrio, the enemy's fl6tiHa,.pre- 

* Review, p. 415. 
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paring at Sackett's fiarbour/ could have be^i 
destroyed; or whether^ if slup-cai^paitets had^ 
at the commencement of the war, lieen sent to 
Kingston, we conld have built as fapidly as the 
enemy, cannot be proved, as neither course 
was attempted : nor is it material to the present 
discussion that it should be proved ; the Only 
question being, whether Sir George PrevoSt, in 
the then state of a£Eairs, ought to have adopted 
either measure. From the precedii^ state* 
ment, it appears that he would not have been 
warranted in so doing. The observation of the 
Reviewer,f that the common-^place attempt to 
hire, at Quebec, sailors for the Lake at one^half 
the wages which merchants were giving at the 
same moment, was the only exertion used to 
strengthen our flotilla, would not merit notice, 
if it were not for the purpose of exposing the 
writer's disingenuousness and want of candomr. 
He must have known, when he made the asser^ 
tion, that the merchants at Quebec hire their 
sailors for what is call^ the run*home (to Eng" 
land), and that for this purpose double and triple 
the amount of the common wages is frequently 
given; one-half, therefore, of that amount for ^a 
permanency, and on the Lake estaUishnient^ 
which held oiit many advantages to the n^n^ 
was, as it proved, a sufficient inducemeiit ifor 

* Review, p, 416, f n>id. 
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#f the description required as couM be found 
at Quiebec, were procured by active and intelli- 
gent officers sent for that purpose. To these 
were added some valuable and experienced sear 
men &om two tran^orts then in the rive^r ^t 
Lawmnce ; and this supply of seamen; together 
with an, additional number of Iship wrights and 
other workmen, was during the winter forwarded 
to Kingston and York. 

The Situation of York for the building of one 
of the frigates laid down in December, as before 
8tat^, has beaai censured by the Reviewer,* as 
holding out to the enemy an invitation to de- 
stroy it, from the defenceless state of that fort. 
L(mg before the ihrst certain intelligence had 
been received by Sir George Prevost, of the 
building of a new ship at Sackett's Harbour, or 
ot the fitting out of their flotilla there^ Captain 
day, as already mentioned, one of the most 
jyttteHigafit officers of the Quarter-Master-Gene- 
raTs department, had been sent to the Upper 
Province, to ascertain the fittest situation for 
jtibe ccN^truction of new vessels, whenever mich 
a measure dibuld become necessary. It was iii 
donaequence of tiie communication which that 
efiker had with MajoivG^neral Brock, who had 
Iftue li%lD8st confidence in his abilities, ^t it 
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ivas decided that one ship should be built at 
Yor]c and the other at Kingston. Both places 
were aUk^. exposed to attack from their unforti-i^ 
fied std,te. . York was certainly the weakest, al- 
though General Brock had recommended that 
place a$ the fittest and most secure, if strength*^ 
ened, fpr a naval dock-yard on Lake Ontario. 
In determining to build at both places, it was 
thought most prudent not to run the hazard of 
losing both vessels from the possibility of a suc>- 
cessful attempt of the enemy to destroy them, 
should they both be constructed at either of 
those places. The most effectual measures, on 
the part of Sir George Prevost and of those act^ 
ing under him in the Upper Province, were 
taken to strengthen and fortify both York and 
Kingstpq, and it wa^ expected that .the enemy 
would be repelled in any attack upon either. It 
was not doubted, but that if York should be 
attacked and taken, the ship which was builds 
ing there, might be, as she in fact was, destroyed, 
^d thus be prevented from increasing the 
strength of the enemy, whilst Kingston in^t 
in the mean time be made too strong to occasion 
any fear for the safety of the fleet in that port* 
The result shewed the wisdom of this determir 
nation, and the capture of York, which co^^ 
dering the overwhelming force of the enemy, 
was not to be prevented, evidently preserved 
Kingston, 
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The only advantage which the Americans de^ 
rived in this attack^ as respected our marine, 
was the destruction of the new ship, and the 
capture of an inconsiderable quantity of stores 
designed for her, together with the Gloucester 
schooner^ then lying a mere hulk, under repairs 
for a transport. It may in this place be proper 
briefly to notice another assertion of the Re- 
viewer, respecting our marine-^that the enemy 
commanded the waters of Lake Champlain* with 
a flotilla, before the British Commander in Chief 
had directed the construction of a single gun- 
boat to oppose them. That this should have been 
the fact, will not appear at all remarkable, when 
it is known that the waters of that Lake belong 
exclusively to the Americans, who enjoyed the 
most abundant means and resources for fitting 
put a fleet, from the number of vessels con- 
stantly navigating it for thi^ purposes of trade. 
Jt was only necessary to arm and equip some of 
the vessels of that description, and their com- 
mand of the water would be undisputed. At 
the commencement of the war, and for some 
time afterwards, we neither did nor could pos- 
sess any force capable of meeting them; but that 
this subject was not viewed with indifference 
by Sir George Prevost, notwithstanding the 
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"rariety of other and more important ooncans 
which commanded his attention, may be infarre<I 
from the fact, that in June, 1813, in less than 
twelve months after the commencem^it of ihe 
war, our force of gun-boats on the Richelieu river, 
eommunicating with Lake Champlain, was such, 
that in conjunction with our troops ai Isle aux 
Noix, they were sufficient for the capture of 
two fine schooners of the enemy, each carrying 
11 guns, and 45 men. To have attempted to 
create any other force, except gun-boats, tot ^e 
purpose of defending the Richelieu, would, when 
no offensive operations were contemplated, have 
been an useless waste of those means wMch 
were required and employed for the increase of 
our marine on the other Lakes. 

These observations upon Sir George Pre- 
vost's conduct with respect to our marine on 
the Lakes, may be concluded by a reference to 
the opinion of the public bodies in Upper Canada, 
with regard to the exertions of the Commander 
of the forces, in preserving our naval ascendancy 
on those waters. 

These documents afford a strong proof of the 
sentiments almost universally entertained on this 
head, by persons most capable, from their know- 
ledge of, and interest in the subject, of appreci- 
ating the merits of Sir George Prevosf s exer- 
tions^ 
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In the address of the House of Assembly <rf 
l^per Canada^* in answer to the President's 
speech at the opening of the ProviDcial Parlia- 
ment, 2Tth February, 1813, they say, '' We learn, 
with the highest satisfaction, that the most vi* 
gorous measures have been adopted under the 
direction of the Ccxmmander of the forces, and 
are now in operation, to strengthen the Provki'' 
cial Marine, and preserve the superiority of the 
Lakes so essential to the prosperity of this Pro- 
lonce ." The same expressions occur in the ad- 
dress of the Legislative Council, and in Mardi 
ftdlowing, on Sir Oeorge Prevost's amval in 
Upper Canada, the House of Assembly and town 
of York addressed him in similar terms. ^ 

The campaign of 1813 opened^ on the part of 
lihe Americans, with the attack aiid capture of 
York. The squadron under Commander Chaun- 
cey employed on this expedition, after landing 
part of the force at the Niagara frontier, te^ 
turned to Sackett's Harbour, from whence H 
agam sailed towards the end of May, with ano* 
ther strong force collected from that place and 
its neighbourhood, for the purpose >of uniting 
with the troops on the iNiagara frontiei;, m m 
attack upon FostlGeorge. In this attach:, wJwIi 
took place on the 27th May« the oyerwheJmiQg 
numbexs ixxf the ienemy iprevailed, ^and ilie flmAU 
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but gallant band of about 1^500 men^ under Bri- 
gadier-General Vincent^ which had^ for more than 
two hours, opposed nearly 5,000 of the Ameri- 
cans, after evacuating Fort George, spiking the 
guns, and destroymg the ammunition, retreated 
towards the head of the Lake, General Yincinit 
having first called in all the detachments from 
the different Posts on that frontier. 

^he enemy, pursuing his advantages, pushed 
forwards a force of between 3,000 and 4,00Q 
infantry and cavalry, with nine pieces of artil- 
lery, to attack the position which General Vin- 
cent occupied at Burlington. Previous, how- 
ever^ to their reaching that point, a well-con- 
certed, daring, and spirited attack was made 
upon their camp in the night, by a party of Ge- 
neral Vincent's force, aind under his command, 
which proved completely successful as a. sur- 
prise, and Generals Winder and Chandler, the 
two senior officers, together with 100 prisoners, 
and four field-pieces being taken, the enemy, 
after destroying their stores and provisions, 
&c. precipitately retreated, until they joined the 
main body of their army. While these operat- 
tidns were proceeding, the most active measures 
were taking at Kingston to fit out and equip a 
fleet which might be able " to dispute with the 
enemy the temporary ascendancy which they 
had gained on the Lake ; but whatever efforts 
might be mad@ to coiistrnct vessels and prepare 
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them for service^ it must be obvious that no* ad- 
vantage could be derived from any number or 
description of vessels without officers, and S€^ 
men. The only reinforcement which up to this 
period, the end of April, Sir George Prevost 
had been able to obtain from the Admiral com- 
manding on the Halifax station, consisted of the 
three lieutenants, and four petty officers, whose 
arrival at Kingston has been already mentioned, 
and whose active services had very much acce- 
lerated the equipment of our squadron before 
Sir James Yeo took the command of it. Pre- 
vious to the arriyal of Sir George Prevost 
at that place in May, his extreme anxiety re^ 
specting the naval force preparing on both Lakes, 
had induced him, during the depth of winter, to 
proceed in the month of February, from the 
Lower Province to Kingston, York, and Fort 
George, where his presence must have essen- 
tially contributed to impart increased activity 
to the preparations then making for the open- 
ing of the next campaign. The zeal and energy 
thus displayed by him in his indefatigable en- 
deavours to promote the public service, although 
justly appreciated by the inhabitants, of both 
provinces, could not protect him from the un- 
founded accusations of the Reviewer,* who iur 
forms his readers that Sir George Prevost had 
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excited the expectaticfng of the Canadian public^ 
" that he had designed an attack upon Sackett's 
Harboui-, where the shipping was known to be 
very indifiPerently protected, by marching oyer 
the ice, which was stronger at that time than 
had been known for many years." — And that '' the 
anxious inhabitants of the Provinces who had 
witnessed his previous inactivity, with gloomy 
foreboding, were again doomed to be disap^ 
pointed." What the opinion of the inhabitants 
of the Provinces was, with regard to Sir George 
Prevost's ''^ previous inactivity ^"^ has clearly been 
shewn from the diflPerent addresses presented to 
him at the period alluded to. 

That Sackett's Harbour could at that time, 
or at any other period of the winter, have been 
attacked with the smallest prospect of success, 
may be confidently denied. So far from the 
shipping, which by the Reviewer's* own show- 
ing, was a formidable squadron, commanded by 
an experienced officer, and manned by more 
than 500 able seamen, being, as he has asserted, 
indifferently protected, the enemy had con- 
structed batteries for their defence, and it was 
known that a very considerable force had been 
assembled at that post, and in its neighbour- 
hood, in order to be ready for embarkation as 
soon as the season would permit the fleet to 
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« 

isike the Lak^. To haye ^tempted with the 
small fovQe which th^n garrisoned Kingston^ and 
which wag^ scarcely sufficitent for its defence^ an 
expedition against an enemy's position, capahle 
of a determined resistanee/when it is considered 
that the troops wonid have been obliged to 
march several miles over the ice before they 
could reach the American territory, from whence 
they would still have been 15 miles distant from 
the object of their attack, and exposed during 
the whole of their approach to the concealed 
fire of the enemy's troops in the woods, would 
have been, under the circumstances in which 
Sir George Prevost was placed, with regard to 
his resources for defending Kingston, the Key^ 
as it has been termed, to the Lower Province^ 
little short of madness. Nothing but a deter* 
mination to attach blame to the conduct of Sir 
George Prevost could have induced the Re^ 
viewer to hazard so groundless and unmilitary 
a, stricture. That Sir George was alive to the 
importance of attacking this place, and of de-^ 
stroying the means there possessed by the enemy 
for increasing th^ir marine, and for carrying on 
from thence their offeni^ive operations, will ap^ 
pear evident frpm the measure which will be 
inunediately adverted to, and which has dr^wn 
upon the Commander of the forces the acrimo- 
nious censure of the Reviewer. 
In December, 1812, Sir George Prevost, aware 
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of the importance of strengthening himddf 
against the threatened attempts upon the Ca-* 
nadas^ in the interval which would elapse before 
any reinforcements could by possibility arrive 
from Europe^ had directed Lieutenant-General 
Sir John Sherbrooke, and Major-^General Smyths 
to make arrangements for forwarding to him, 
during the winter^ by land, the 104th regiment^ 
then in New Brunswick. This arduous march^ 
which had not before been attempted^ and which 
was thought extremely hazardous^ if not altoge- 
ther impracticable^ was effected in the month of 
March without the loss of a single man^ and by 
the end of April six companies of that regiment 
arrived at Kingston. This accession to the 
strength of that garrison enabled Sir George 
Prevost, who, as already stated, reached King- 
ston with Sir James Yeo about the middle of 
May, to avail himself of the opportunity afforded 
by the sailing of the American fleet for the head 
of the Lake, to attempt a diversion in favour of 
the points threatened by the enemy on the Nia-^ 
gara frontier. The expedition against Sackett'& 
Harbour was accordingly resolved upon, the mo- 
ment the absence of the enemy's squadron was 
ascertained. The circumstances which attended 
this expedition, have been misrepresented in 
the most extraordinary manner by the Quarterly 
Reviewer,* who, instead of ascribing the failure 
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of thfe enterprise to^ its Teal and natural causes, 
as given in the official repoji; of Colonel Baynes,* 
and lyhich will now be more particularly de- 
tailed^ has not scrupled to attribute that failure 
to the indecision and misconduct of the Com- 
mander of the forces. As the whole force, which 
could be mustered for this service, hardly ex- 
ceeded ,700 men, consisting of the greater part 
of the garrison of Kingston, it must be obvious 
that means so inadequate could justify an attempt 
to carry Sackett's Harbour only by surprise. 
This, in fact, was the sole object in view; and 
the troops being embarked, together with two 
field-pieces, on board of our squadron, sailed in 
the evening of the 27th May, under the imme- 
diate command of Colonel, now Major-General 
Baynes. Sanguine hopes were entertained of 
reaching the enemy's post in the course of the 
night, when the surprise would have been com- 
plete, and our success infallible ; but owing to 
light and baffling winds, it was not until between 
10 and 11 o'clock on the following morning, the 
28th, that our fleet was able to approach within 
12 or 15 miles of Sackett's Harbour. Previously 
to this, and as soon as our squadron had been 
discovered from the port, alarm-guns had been 
fired, and boats were seen filled with armed men. 
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continually passing down the shores of the Lake, 
from Oswego towards Sacketf s HlEtrbcHir^ to as^ 
sist in its defence. In the mean time^ the troopd 
on board the fleet were held in readiness for 
landing in the boats^ as soon as the vessels should 
hare approached sufficiently near to tlie shore fdr 
that purpose^ as well as for insuring their to^ 
operation in the attack. At this period, imfiyr- 
tunately, the wind, which had been rather fair, 
though light, altogether f£uled,and shortly after- 
wards the breeze came almost immediately from 
the point which the fleet was endeavouring to ap* 
proach. To have attempted a landing in boatis, at 
the distance of fifteen miles from the object of at- 
tack, woidd have been a most tedious and hsLzaxd- 
ous undertaking, exposed, as the men must have 
been, to the fire of musketry and field-pieces from 
the shore, and to the direct enfilade of all the 
heavy cannbn in the enemy^s forts and batteries. 
The day was too far advanced to leave any hope of 
completing the service before dark ; and wkhout 
the efiicient co-operation of the fleet, which, 
from the state of the wind, could not be obtained, 
the most gallant exertions of the troops, bjA was 
afterwards proved, would have been ineffectual. 
From these circumstances^ it was the unahi-^ 
mous opimon of the principal officers of the ex- 
pedition under Colonel Baynes, who, together 
with Sir James Yec^ had been consulted by him 
as to the expediency of persevering in the en- 
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tBfpnBe, that the attempt should be abandoned^ 
and orders were accordingly given for the return 
of the squadron to Kingston. The incident 
of the surrender of the cavahy officer and his 
party, which is stated by the Reviewer with his 
usual incorrectness, did certainly lead to the de^ 
termination, which was subsequently taken, of 
persisting in the expedition ; but it was the in- 
formation obtained from those persons, with re*- 
gard to the force of the enemy, and their means 
of defencci which principally influenced that de- 
termination. It appearing probable, from the 
state of the wind, which towards evening again 
became favourable for approaching Sackett's 
Harbour, that the men might be brought under 
cover of the night to the point of attack, in 
which they would be supported by the active 
co-operation of the fleet, it was resolved to 
mi&e the attack at day-break the following 
morning. In order to favour the belief that we 
had abandcmed the attempt, the ships' heads 
were kept towards Kingston until the evening 
commenced, when the squadron stood in for the 
shore. The troops were in the boats at ten 
6'cloick, and confident hopes were indulged that, 
on the approach to the landing at day-break, 
they would be assisted by the artillery, and re^ 
ceive the effectual support and co-operation of 
the fleet, which was judged most essential to the 
success of the undertaking. The landing took 
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place as was intendcid, nearty at day--break ; and> 
considering the local impediments^ was effected 
in a style highly creditable to the military skill 
of Colonel Baynes. Notwithstanding the want 
of our artillery, which being on board of a 
schooner, toWed by the boats of the squadron^ 
was still at a considerable distance, and the state 
of the wind, which prevented the squadron from 
approaehkig the shore, our troops> after land- 
ing and taMAg possession of one of their fields- 
pieces and a tumbril, had, by a spirited advance, 
driven the enemy before them, at the point of 
the bayonet,through the woods, which were most 
obstinately maintained by them, and had forced 
them to retire towards their works and loop- 
holed barracks. But these works were found to 
be of such strength, as to render it next to im- 
possible for our small force, unprovided with 
heavy cannon, to make any impression upon 
them. The men had been now engaged for s^ 
veral' hours, and had sustained a considerable 
loss. It was at this period that Sir George Pre- 
vost, who had landed shortly after the troops, 
and who had followed their course and progress, 
came up with the main body engaged with the 
enemy ; and it was then that he received froni 
the officer conunanding the expedition, the re- 
port of the manner in which the enemy had been^ 
driven towards their works and loop-holed bar- 
racks, and of the difficulty, if not impossibility>of 
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forcing them without the aid pf our artiflery and 
the co-<)peration of our fleet. The former, with 
all the exertions made in towing the schooner, 
had not been landed ; and the latter, from the 
state of the wind, could not approach sufficiently 
near for their guns to. bear upon the enemy's 
batteries. 

The Commander of the forces then, for the first 
time^interfered,so as to give any orders respecting 
the expedition. Though there was scarcely a hope 
of success, yet he determined not to abandon the 
enterprise- whilst a possibility of attaining his ob- 
ject remained. He accordingly directed Colonel 
Baynes to concentrate his scattered force, and to 
advance upon the ewmy, who were posted in 
considerable numbers in front of and behind their 
loop-holed barracks. Not more than from 300 
to 400 men could be assembled for this last at-: 
tack. It was, however, made by this small band 
with intrepid gallantry. The enemy,, though 
superior in numbers, were driven from their po- 
sition, and forced to take shelter in the town;: 
but . in the further attempt to approach the 
works, our troops were met by such a galling 
and destructive fire of grape and musketry, both 
iu frotit and flank, that they were compelled to 
abandon a contest to which their number^were 
so unequal. The force of the enemy, at this 
period, consisted, by their own acknowledg- 
ment, exclusive of their killed and wounded, of 
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upwards of 1^00 men, ineluding 14i2 artillery- 
men. They were strongly posted in Fort Tomp- 
kins, armed with heavy guns, and in their block-^ 
houses and loop-holed barracks, the very situa- 
tion which renders the youngest American re- 
cruit (a marksman from his youth), more than 
a match for the most experienced veteran. Our 
force was reduced to nearly one-third of its 
effective strength from the casualties of Hxe 
field, and from the absence of those who had 
withdrawn to the rear with the wounded and 
prisoners.* We possessed not a single field-piece, 
the artillery not having yet been landed. Colonel 
Young had retired from exhaustion, in conse- 
quence of previous illness. All the other field- 
officers, one excepted, were wounded, together 
with most of the captains and subalterns. Cap- 
tain Midcaster commanding the gun^boat, made 
every exertion in his power ; but there was no 
hope of assistance from the fleet, in consequence 
of the state of the wind. Under such circum- 
stances, that so small a band, exhausted by pre- 
vious exertion, should have attacked and car- 
ri^ Fort Tompkins, the block-houses, and the 
remainjing kK>p-holed battacks of the enemy, so 
numerously def<^ded as they were, might pro- 
bably be expected by such experienced war- 
riors as the Quarterly Reviewer, and those 
upon whose authority he relies; but it was ap- 
parent to every offica: and man who was prc^ 
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9mt, that success was impossible. Such 
the coDvicticm of the Commander of the forces^ 
who had witnessed with feelings of poignant re^ 
gret the last gallant though unavailing exertions 
of his troops, he reluctantly ordered their ret 
embarkation, whidi was effected in the most 
pet&ct ord^, and without the slightest precipita- 
tion, the enemy not attempting to offer the least 
molestaitioii. This expediticm, though certainly 
atten4^d with a considerable loss on our part, 
was not unproductiye of advantage to us, or of 
damage and serious inconvenience to our ad* 
versaries. Their apprehensions of .the result of 
the last attack, ignorant as they were of the 
trifling force by which it was made, induced 
them to set fire to their new ship and naval 
arsenal ; and although, ^afterwards^ when their 
fear subsided, from a more p^ect knowledge 
of thci stiate of our force, they succeeded in ex- 
tmgui^bing the fire on board the ship, befoK it 
had got to any height, yet, by their own acknowr 
le^ment, they lost their arsenal, with a large 
quantity of valuable stores ; while one field-piece, 
and upwards of 200 prisoners were brought away, 
together with some camp-equipage, and another 
fidd-piece was rendered useless. Their loss, also, 
in kitted and wounded was, by their own admis- 
sion, upwards, of 150 men. From this detail of 
facts, to the truth of which there are abun- 
dant living witnesses to vouch, it must be ob- 
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vious that the mam object of the expeditiim 
failed principally from the smallness of oiir nmn- 
bers, compared with the superior force of the 
enemy ; from the want of our artillery, which 
could not be landed in time ; and particularly 
from the little assistance which, from the state 
of the wind, the squadron could afford in taking 
off the fire of the forts. So far from nesily two 
days being lost, as the Reviewer has stated,* 
it is notorious to every person who was em- 
ployed in that expedition, that the fleet sailed 
on the evening of the 27th May from KingtotoUj; 
and did not arrive at Sackett's Harbour until the 
morning of the 28th, when the intended attack 
was prevented solely by the impossibility of ap- 
proaching the shore from the state of the wind, 
and that it did in fact take place on the follow- 
ing morning, the 29th, within 24 hours after the 
fleet had appeared off the place. It is a fact 
equally weU known to every person engaged in 
this enterprise, that Sir George Prevost did not 
take the personal command of it, in the sense in 
which the Reviewer f would have it understood. 
.That he accompanied the expedition was never 
denied, or attempted to be concealed. His zea- 
}ous and anxious feelings prompted him to that 
measure, to prevent any delay in the contem- 
plated service, should a reference to him become 
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necessary. It is freely admitted^ that when pre- 
sent he could not divest himself of his autho- 
rity^ or responsibility as Commander of the for- 
ces. But independently of its being contrary to 
all military usage, for the Governor in Chief and 
Commander of the forces in British North 
America, to assume the inmiediate command* 
of so inconsiderable a force, no instance of his 
interference took place until the period of the 
last attack, which certainly produced the great- 
est damage ihat the enemy sustained. The order 
to retreat was neither precipitate,f nor one which 
the gallant officers '' believed with diffictilty."J^ 
They were all convinced, not excepting the 
naval commander. Sir James Yeo, that it was im- 
possible longer to contend with any prospect of 
success; and with our diminished means, against 
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t There cannot be a stronger contradiction to the Reviewer's 
^sertion, that the order to : retreat was precipitate, than the 
fact which was kiiown to every officer engaged in the expedi- 
tion« that after the last assault, and before any order was given 
for the retreat or re-embarkation of the troops, a flag of truce 
was sent into the town, with a summons for the surrender of 
the place, and that some time necessarily elapsed before a re- 
fusal was received to that demand. It was not until after the 
return of the officer with that refusal, and when all hope of the 
co-operation of the fleet had been relinquished, the artillery 
still not having been landed, that the order was given for the 
re-embarkation of the troops. 
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the superior numbers and resources of the^feemy. 
It may indeed be confidently asserted^ in direct 
opposition to tbe Reviewers statement, that 
although '' the troops withdrew to thisir boats 
ia disappmntment/' at their not having beea 
able, to accomplish their object, they felt no dis- 
grace in retiring from a contest which tiiey had 
so long and so bravely supported ; nor did either 
officers or . men experience any indignation or 
shame at a retreat whidi, after the most gallant, 
though unavailing exertions, they *knew to 1^ 
indispensable for their own preservation. It 
may here be observed, that the situation of onr 
troops at the time of the retreat was most criti- 
cal. At that very period, a reinforcement of 
600 men, und» Colonel Tuttle> reached Sack- 
§tt's Harbour. With the overiyhdming superio- 
rity which this accession to their force gave the 
enemy, it is obvious that with very moderate 
pretensions to either skill or enterprise, they 
might have opposed most formickible obstacles 
to our re-embarkation. A further persever- 
ance in the attack on our part, or the least 
delay in the retreat, would probably have ended 
in the capture or destruction of the whole of our 
troops. Fortunately, the codness and delibera^ 
tion with which that measure was executed, 
served to deceive the enemy with regard to our 
numbers and losses; and the re-embarkation 
being effected without opposition, the troops re- 



»1 

turned the same day, ta Kiagston wi& the field- 
piece^ camp-equ^age^ mi prisoofsrs which they 
had taken. 

On the following morning the American squa- 
(teon^ which had been recalled from the head of 
the Lake to the assistance of Sackett's Harbour/ 
appeared off Kingston^ and it was a most fortu- 
nate circumstance that they did not Ml in with 
our fleets encumbered as it was with troops and 
wounded men. One material advantage imme- 
diately accrued from this expeditioBj, by the recal 
of the enemy's fleet to Sackett's Harbour. Sir 
George Prevost lost not a moment in avaHing 
himself of the opportumty of their being in port^ 
to embark the 49th reginaei^. on board thcrSquar 
dfoii, and to despatch it to the head of the Lake 
to reinforce Brigadier-^G^ieral Vincent^ who was 
then hard pressed by the enemy^ and to whose 
small force that regiment proved an important 
aceessioii of strength at a very critical period. 
Sir James Yeo accordingly sailed with^ smd 
safely landed them^ and from that time our Ml 
equality at leasts if not our ascendaaacy^ was esta- 
Milled on Lake Ontario. 

In reviewing the events that took place du- 
ring the campaign of 1813, it will be necessary 
to notice the operations on the Detroit frontier, 
and on Lake Erie, more especially as the Com- 
mander of the forces has been accmsed of ne- 
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glecting the representations of Colonel Procter^ 
who commanded in that quarter. 

The battle of Frenchtown, in which the Ame- 
ricans were totally defeated^ and their General 
captured^ was highly creditable to the talents of 
Colonel Procter, who certainly, until the retreat 
from Amherstburgh, was entitled to the reputa- 
tion of ii zealous and active officer. 

it is said by the QuaHerly Reviewer, that at 
this period Colonel Procter was positively re- 
strained by Sir George Prevost from any offen- 
sive operations. The nature of the instructions 
given by the Commander of the forces to that 
officer has been already shewn ; and will frirther 
appear by a reference to the letters* of Sir 
George Prevost to Colonel, now become Briga- 
dier-GeneralProcter, in answer to the despatches 
received from him, announcing the different 
operations which had taken place in the Mi-i 
chigan territory. These operations, though not 
always attended wit}! success on the part of 
General Procter, and though they occasioned 
a considerable diminution of his small force from 
his repeated losses, were yet favourably viewed by 
Sir George Prevost, who, as it appears from the 
correspondence already referred to, was always: 

disposed to give him full credit for his exertions, 
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and to put the most favofirable construction upon 
his failures. That Sir George Prevost was fully 
aware of the importance of General Procter's 
position^ and of the necessity of strength^iii|g 
it by every means in his power, will now be 
shewn by the testimony of General Procter 
himself. ' 

The letters of that officer fully prove, in con- 
tradiction to the assertion of the Reviewer, who 
has attributed to the Commander of the forces, 
the neglect (if any took place) in forwarding to 
him the reinforcements which he had so strongly 
solicited, that no such neglect is imputable to 
Sir George Prevost* 

As early as the month of March, 1813, a con- 
fidential letter was addressed by Sir George Pre- 
vost to General Procter, upon the subject of 
the reinforcements he had«olicited, and Captain 
M'Douall, one of the Commander of the forces' 
Aids-de-^amp, was sent for the purpose of ascer- 
taining General Procter's wants, and the best 
mode of relieving them. In the correspondence 
between the Commander of the forces and Ge- 
neral Vincent, the situation of General Procter 
was constantly alluded to, and the former officer 
was desired to pay his particular attention to 
the subject. On the 20th June, Sir George 
Prevost acquainted General Procter that Ge- 
neral de Rottenburg, who had been appointed 
to the command of <the forces serving in Upper 
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Canada/ had received hi» directions to push on 
the remainder of the 41st regiment, from the 
head of Lake Ontario to Amherstburgh. And in 
his subsequent letters to General Procter, of the 
11th and 12th July, after stating that his wants 
of money, clothing, &c. had been supplied as &r 
as lay in the power of the Commander of the 
forces, and that those articles were then on their 
passage to him, he infi)rmed him that the whole 
of the 41st regiment were either on their way> 
or would be with him befdre that letter could 
arrive. This assurance was given by Sir Geoi^ 
Prevost, in the full confidence that the orders 
which he had sent to the officer commanding in 
Upper Canada, for the immediate forwarding of 
the remainder of that regiment to Amherstburgh, 
had been complied with. That they were not 
complied with as early as Sir George Prevost 
intended they should be, was owing to circum- 
stances over which the Commander of the forces 
had no control. The force under Major-Ge- 
neral de Rottenburg, from which the 4l9t regi- 
ment was to be detached, was then before an 
enemy greatly superior in numbers and resources, 
and he was very unwilling to weaken it by send- 
ing off the remainder of that regiment, until 
other reinforcements which were on their way 
to him should arrive. It appears^ however, by 
his letter to Sir George Prevost, of 9th July, 
1813, that he had, on the 6th of that months 



95 

sent forward 120 men of that regiment to Long 
Point, in order that thence they might he trans- 
ported hy means of the fleet to Amhersti[)urgh> 
and that it was his intention to send the re- 
mainder of the regiment to General Procter^ as 
soon as the Royals^ then daily expected^ shoidd 
arrive. In a suhsequent letter from Sir George 
Prevost to Major-Greneral de Rottenburg, dated 
23d' July^ 1813, in which his high opinion of 
General Procter's merits and conduct is point- 
edly expressed, he says, *' I trust the reinforce- 
ments and supplies, which, in conseqlience of 
my orders to you, must be near him,** &;c. 

From these letters it is evident that it was 
Sir George Prevost*^ intention that General 
Procter should be reinforced to the extent he 
had required, and that the commanding officers 
in Upper Canada, who from the peculiar circum- 
stances in which they were placed at the time> 
thought themselves justified, as they really were; 
in so doing, were the persons who delayed the 
forwarding of such reinforcements. 

That to this cause the delay was attributed 
by General Procter himself, is unequivocally 
proved by his correspondence respecting it with 
the Commander of the forces. The letter to 
Sh- George PreVost, of the 4th July, 1813, to 
which the Reviewer has referred,* commences 
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in a way little to be expected^ from the extract 
which that writer has given £rom it. He says^ ^^ I 
have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 4th ult. and am fully sensible 
that this district has received a due share of 
your Excellency's attention. I beg to add^ thatr 
if I had received from the Line the reinforce- 
ments which you had directed should he sent^ I 
should by this time," &c. 

It must not be forgotten that this letter was- 
before the Reviewer^ and that he must there- 
fore have designedly suppressed that portion of 
it, which completely exonerates Sir George Pre- 
vost from any charge of neglect. 

In General Procter's next letter to the Gom^ 
mander of the forces, of the 11th July, he says, 
'' I beg leave to add, that we are fully confident 
of every aid from your Excellency, and of the 
fortunate result of the contest, if we are allowed 
the benefit of your consideration of us; but I am 
unfortunately so situated, that your best inten- 
tions towards me are of no avail. If the means 
were afforded me, and which were no more than 
what your Excellency has repeatedly directed, 
&c."-^In his next letter to the Commander of 
the forces, of the 13th July, he says, '' The rein- 
forcements which have been reluctantly afforded 
me, notwithstanding your Excellency's intentions, 
have been so sparingly and tardily sent me, as in 
a considerable degree to defeat the purpose of 
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their being s6nt. I have no hopes of any aid 
from ihe centre division^ where our situation is 
little understood^ or has ever been a secondary 
'consideration." — These extracts clearly shew 
^that General Procter ascribed the delay in for- 
warding to him the remainder of the 41st re- 
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gunent^ not to the Commander of the forces^ 
hilt to General de Rottenburg^ who then com- 
manded the centre division in Upper Canada. 

Notwithstanding the Reviewer must have 
known this to have been the fact, from the very 
correspondence he was quoting, he has had the 
hardihood to say, " that although Sir George 
Prevost fully acknowledged, in his letter of the 
12th July, his immediate ability to grant the re- 
iafprceinent General Procter had asked for, in 
his letter of the 4 th of that month, it will scarcely 
be credited, that even after this, he should have 
suffered above Jive weeks to elapse before he 
despatched the small amount of regular troops, 
&c."* 

.Now it appears from General de Rotten- 
burg's letter^ before referred to, that 120 men of 
the 41st, had been despatched to Amherstburgh on 
the^6th July; and by a return made to the Mi- 
litary Secrcjtary's Office, by Captain Chambers, 
Deputy-Quarter-Master-General with General 
Procter's army, dated Amherstburgh, 13th Au- 
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gust^ 1813^ it further appears^ that up to the 
lOlh August, more than 300 rank and file of the 
41st^ and 41 rank and file of the Royal New- 
foundland Regiment^ with nearly 50 officers and 
non-commissioned officers^ had arrived at that 
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post, which was further strengthened; within ten 
days afterwards^ by a detachment of 50 provia- 
eial dragoons. The cavalry and men of the 
Newfoundland Regiment were particularly re- 
quested^ by General Procter, in his correspond- 
^ce with the Commander of the forces, to be 
isent to him. 

It may here be observed, that General Proc- 
ter appears to have attached by far too much 
importance to his own command, and not to 
have made proper allowances for the critical si- 
tuation of the centre division, from which his 
reinforcements were expected. Upon the safety 
of that division, his own altogether depended; 
for had they been defeated, or obliged to retire 
from the Upper Province, he would have been 
cut off from all supplies and assistance, and his 
capture would have been inevitable. Whereas, 
as afterwards happened, a disaster to the force 
under General Procter, and the capture of Am- 
herstburgh, would not necessarOy involve in it 
the safety of the centre division. These reasons, 
without doubt, weighed with General de Rot- 
tenburg, in retaining the remainder of the 4l8t 
regiment, until they could be despatched to Gre- 
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neral Procter^ without injury to ihe more im* 
portant service for which they were required on 
the Niagara frontier. 

Having thus proved that^ as £eir as depended 
upon Sir George Prevost, General Procter's re* 
quisitions^ of every description^ had been com- 
plied with, we now proceed to shew that he did 
not neglect our marine on Lake Erie. 

The Quarterly Reviewer^ indeed^ has not be- 
sitated to say, *^ that in the whole course of that 
vacillation and error, which unhappily distin*^ 
guished the administration of Sir George Pre^ 
vost,* his imbecility of judgment and action was 
most flagrant and palpable, in the circumstances 
which led to the destruction of our marine on 
Lake Erie." These censures, unfounded as they 
are, may perhaps be thought to require a more 
particular und detailed reply. 

To the exertions made by Sir George Prevost, 
both before the war and after its commencement, 
to preserve our naval ascendancy on Lake Erie, 
we liave already had occasion to refer. From 
these statements it will appear, that, indepen- 
dently of the new schooner. Lady Prevost, 
launched, armed, equipped, and upon the Lake, 
before the month of August, 1812, the Detroit, 
a ship to carry 18 guns, which the Reviewer 
would have his readers believe was only laid 
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dawn after Captain Sdrcbtt/'s* arrival at Am^ 
hersthurgh in June* had been commenced build* 
ing before the month of jSfarcA preceding, toge- 
ther with several gun-boats. The latter were 
launched in April. The ship was, in fact, m 
a. state of considerable forwardness, when. Gap- 
tain Barclay assumed the command on the Lake. 
Upon the . declaration of war, we had only one 
ship and a schooner, on Lake Erie ; and, within 
little .more than a year afterwards, our fleet there 
^^onsisted of two; ships, a brig, a schooner, and 
two small vessels. In order properly to appre-; 
ciate the efforts made for the construction and 
armament of this squadron, it must be borne m 
mjnd that the whole of the supplies necessary 
for that purpose, with the exception perhaps of 
the timber alone, were to be transported from 
the Lower to the Upper Province, by the; St 
Lawrence and Lake Ontario, and from thence' to 
Lake Erie, where the superiority of our marine 
enabled us to convey them to Amherstburgh; 
As the efficiency of this squadron necessarfly 
depended upon the number and discipline of the 
crews with which it was manned, the subject, of 
a supply of able seamen, for that service, early 
engaged the attention of , Sir George Prevost: 
Uppn Sir James Yeo's arrival. at Eongston, and 
the appointment by him of Captain Barclay, to 

* Review, p. 425. 
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•take the: naval command -on Lake Erie, the 
'Commander of :the forces urgently requested Sir 
James to supply that' officer with a greater nunt^ 
ber of. seamen. than he was disposed^ from his 
own.wants, to allow him. As the obtaining the 
naval ascendancy^ ;on Lake Ontario, was a. pri- 
mary consideration, and as the seamen whom Sir 
James Yeo brought with him were not sufficient 
adequately to man his own ships. Captain Barclay 
iwas ^obliged to proceed with a very scanty sup- 
,"ply of men. The Commander of the forces was 
in hopes that there might be other opportuni- 
ties of increasing. Captain Barclay's force, and 
that, in the mean tinie, the reinforcements which 
he intended, and immediately afterwards di- 
rected, should.be sent. to General Procter, would 
enable him to. spare a sufficient number of sol- 
diers for the iise of the squadron on Lake Erie, 
until Captain Barclay's wants could be more ef- 
.'ficiently supplied. The first letter from Captain 
-Barclay, upon the subject . of these wants, was 
addressed to Brigadier-General Vincent, who 
then commanded on the Niagara frontier, . and 
was dated 17th June, 1813. The principal ob- 
ject of that letter was to obtain a. reinforcement 
.of troops for General Procter, in order to enable 
•him to co-operate with Captain Barclay, in an 
.attack.upon the enemy's naval establishment at 
Presqu' isle, and in that letter he expressly states 
that he was making an. application for seamen to 
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Sir James Yeo. This communication was for- 
warded to the Commander of the forces by Gre- 
neral Vincent^ with an intimation that he riionld 
immediately push forward the renunnder of the 
41st regiment^ (a company of the raiment having 
been sent by him the preceding month) in order 
to assist in the proposed attack upon the enemy's 
fleet. Before the above letter either was or couM 
be received by Sir Geoi^ Prevost, he had ap- 
pointed Major-General de Rottenburg to the 
command of the forces in Upper Canada^, and 
had given him particular directions for supply- 
ing General Procter's wants^ and for inunedi- 
ately despatching to him the remainder of the 
41st r^ment. The Reviewer has asserted^* 
that '^ Captain Barclay stated the wants of his 
squadron in men^ stores^ and guns, with the same 
truth and earnestness as General Procter had 
repeatedly e^ressed ; but the only reply of Sir 
George Prevost, to his statements, was a cold 
and general promise, in a letter to General Proc^ 
ter, that some petty officers and seam^i, for Lake 
Erie, should be sent forward on the first oppor- 
tunity.** 

Captain Barclay's wants were particularly de- 
tailed by him to the Commander of the forces, 
in the only letter he addressed to him on the 
subject, dated Long Point, 16th July> 1813. 

• Review, p. 427* 
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The receipt of this letter was acknowledged h; 
Sir Oeorge Prevost^ on the 21st of the same 
otolith, he having the day before sent an etttdct 
£pom it, with a stfong letter of representation 
upon the subject, to Lord Bathurst. In this 
letter to Captain Barclay, Sir George Prevost 
states, that he is fully aware of all that officer s 
difficulties, and that he should endeavour to re^ 
lieve his wants, as far as was in his power, ex^ 
plaining to him the reasons which prevented him 
firom so doing to the extent required. He re- 
^peats, also, what he had before said to General 
Procter, that Captain Barclay must endeavour 
to obtain his naval stores from the enemy, but 
that being satisfied that such a measure could 
not be effected without an addition to his pre- 
sent strength, he had strongly pressed upon Sir 
James Yeo the necessity of inunediately sending 
forward to him a supply of petty officers and 
seamen, and that he (Sir X Yeo), had assured the 
Commander of the forces that he would do so 
without delay : that he had also given positive 
directions for the remainder of the 41st regiment 
to be sent to General Procter, and hoped that 
the arrival of these reinforcements would afford 
the timely means of attempting something against, 
the enemy's flotilla, before it should be in a state 
to venture mit upon the Lake^— With this as- 
surance from Sir James Yeo, that seamen and 
officers should besappliedtoCaptainBarclay,and 
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ip the hope that his repeated orders fiv the 
reinforcement of General Procter, with the re- 
mainder of the 41st regiment, had been complied 
-with. Sir George Prevost might with justice 
point out to Captain Barclay the necessity: of 
supplying his Airther wants from the enemy*^ 
resources,* more especially as General Procter 
had repeatedly declared that a supply of troops 
alone would be sufficient to enable him to suc- 
ceed in an attack 4ipon Presqu' isle. 

Subsequent to Captain Barclay's letter to the 
C!ommander of the forces, of the 16th July, all 
further representations respecting the supply: of 
seamen for Lake Erie, were made by General 
Procter, in his letters to Sir George Prevost. 
The several answers to these representations the 
Reviewer has not thought proper to notice, con- 
tenting himself with giving a partial and imma- 
terial extract from Sir George Prevost's letter 
to General Procter, of the 22nd August, evi- 
dently for the purpose of introducing what he is 
pleased to term a taunt, but which was in £ict 
neither designed as such by Sir George, nor; so 
considered by the gallant Captain Barclay. After 
stating that General Procter had, in his letter :of 
the 18th August, 1813, announced to the Com- 
mander of the forces, that the Detroit was 
launched,' and that, if he had seamen, a few hours 
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would place that district in security, the Re- 
viewer adds, '' but instead of replying to this 
application, with an immediaie reinforcement of 
seamen, the Commander-in-chief answered it as 
usual, on the 22nd of August, with mere pro- 
mises." 

Without dwelling upon the Reviewer's error 
in supposing that iSir George Preyost, who had 
no control whatever over the seamen belonging 
to the squadron on Lake Ontario, who were ex- 
clusively under the orders of Sir James Yeo, 
could by any possibility immediately have sent 
forward to Captain Barclay the reinforcement 
of seamen required, we shafl shew that Sir 
George Prevost's answer to the application was 
not one of mere promises, but that the reinforce- 
ment required, and which had been previously 
provided by him, was then actually on its way 
to its destination. Within two days after the 
date of the letter of the Commander of the forces 
to Captain Barclay before referred to, he ac- 
quainted General Procter that Sir James Yeo 
had assured him, that as many petty officers and 
seamen as could be spared, should be forwarded 
to Captain Barclay without delay, but that he. 
Sir George Prevost, much feared they would, 
as to numbers, faU short of his expectations. 
That he was, however, endeavouring to obtain 
a further. supply from Quebec, which he meant 
dbould be exclusively appropriated for the ser- 
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vice of Lake Erie. This letter^ which W93 an 
answer to that of General Procter^ of the date 
of 13th July^* referred to by the Reviewer, has 
been altogether suppressed by hijin, as well as 
the material hct that almost immediatdy after 
the letter of ]3th July was written. General 
Procter relinquished the intended expedition 
against Presqu'isle, although 120 men of the 
41st had been sent forward to Long Point, to be 
there taken on board by Captain Barclay for that 
purpose, and employed the whole of his disposr 
able force in an unsuccessful expedition to Forts 
Meigs and Sandusky, by which proceeding that 
force was considerably diminished. In his an* 
awer of the 22d to General Procter's letter of 
the 18th August, before referred to, an extract 
from which is given in the note. Sir George 
Prevost expressed his opinion of that expedi* 
tion, and stated the measures he was taking to 
remedy the inconveniences which might arise 
from itt After mentioning the reinforcements 

* Review, p. 427. 

t ** I have liad the honor to receive your letters of the 9th 
and 18th inst. The first I received at York on my way to the 
centre division, and I cannot refrain from expressing my regret 
at your having allowed the clamour of the Indian warriorg to 
induce you to commit a part of your force in an unequal and 
hopeless comhat 

** You cannot be ignorant of the limited nature of the force at 
my disposal for the defence of our extensive frontier, and ought, 
therefore, not to count' too largely upon my dispofiition to 
strenffthen the right division." 
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which he intended to send forward to CieQeral 
Procter, he informed him^ that^ of the three 
troop-ships which had arrived at Quebec with De 
Meuron's regiment^ two had conveyed to Hali^ 
fax 500 American prisoners of war^ and the thirds 
the Dover^ had been laid up in consequence a/* 
kis having directed three-fourths of the officers 
and seamen to he landed and sent forward for 
the nacal service of^ the Lakes ; and that he had 
the satisfaction to inform General Procter^ that 
the first Lieutenant of that ship^ with 50 or 60 
seamen, were then at Kmgston, from whence 
they were to be forwarded, without delay, to 
Amherstburgh. This circumstance Sir George 
Prevost requested might be made known, to 
Captain Barclay. This portion of the letter, 
which so clearly shews the exertions Sir George 
Prevost had made, and was then making, to send 
a supply of seamen to Lake Erie, the Reviewer, 
wiHi the whole lett^ before him, has thought 
proper to omit, and in lieu of it, to insert i^s the 
only reply given by Sir Greorge Prevost to Ge- 
neral Procter's request for further assistance, a 
passage in the letter"* which was evidently meant 
as a compliment to the bravery of General Proc- 
ter's troops, and an encouragement to him to 
persevere under the difficulties of his situation, 
assured, as he must have been^ that every dn- 
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deiivoar was making to relieve him. On. the 
26t^ August, four days after the date of the last 
leMer, the Military Secretary informed General 
Procter that Colonel Talbot had . been sent Ito 
the head of the Lake to await the arrivaLof the 
seamen mentioned in his letter of the 25thV and 
to forward them to Amherstburgh with all pos- 
sible despatch. He was further informed, that 1 2 
24Ah. carronades for the new ship, the Detroit, 
were expected in the fleet at Burlington Bay, 
and General Procter was desired to request Cap- 
tain Barclay, on his arrival at Long Point, . to 
send off an express to the officer commanding 
at Burlington Heights, to say when he would be 
ready to receive them on board. In this letter, 
the Military Secretary, Captain Freer says, '^ His 
Excellency trusts, that upon the^ arrival of the 
seamen. Captain Barclay will be able to make 
his appearance on the Lake to meet the enemy.'' 

From all that has been stated upon this sub- 
ject, it must satisfactorily appear, that every 
exertion in the power of Sir George Prevost 
was miade by him to supply the waiits of Cap- 
tain Barclay and the squadron, both with seamen 
and stores, and that at the very, period when the 
^action was fought, more men were on their way 
to him. 

The truth of the Reviewer's assertion, that 
the conduct of Sir George Prevost contributed 
to the destruction of our marine on Lake Erie, 
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Ivill be best ascertamed by a reference to Cap- 
tain Barclay himself; and the following letter 
froin that officer to the present Sir George Pre- 
vost, will clearly shew how unwarrantably the 
character of the Commander of the forces in the 
Canadas h^s been attacked on this occasion. 

" Edinburgh, 14th January^ 1823. 

''Sir, 

'' I have had the honor to receive a letter 
from Miss Prevost, acquainting me that the fa- 
mily of the late Lieut-General Sir George Pre- 
vdst are preparing a pamphlet, in vindication of 
his memory and conduct, so ungenerously and 
cruelly aspersed in the Quarterly Review for 
October, 1822, and appealing to me for the truth 
or falsehood of that portion of the article, which 
attributes the defeat and capture of His Majesty's 
squadron on Lake Erie, then under my coiomand, 
to the imbecility of his conduct, and general in- 
attention to our necessities. 

'' I most deeply lament that an article so un- 
generous and severe, should have been written, 
when the object of its hostility has been so long 
in his grave, which must not only lacerate most 
deeply the feelings of his family, but which also 
tends to open again a controversy which I had 
hoped was at rest. 

'' Agitated, however, as the question again is, 
by this anonymous publication ; appealed to as 
I am for its truth or falsehood, I declare that as 
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fiur as relates to Lake Erie> nothing can be more 
false and groundless. So contrary indeed is the 
&ct, that I can say, the only communicatioii 
which was made by me direct to the Commander 
of the forces^ and which I was only induced to 
make by the extreme urgency of the case, was 
answered by his ordering a reinforcement of sea- 
men from Quebec/ and which I am confident 
would have been larger, had it been possible to 
have waited for them. 

^' It is also but justice in me to declare, that I 
ever considered his peremptory order* to risk 
a battle, (which, however, did not arrive till after 
the battle was over,) arose from his firm convic<^ 
tion of the paramount necessity of a strenuous 
exertion on the part of the navy for the preser- 
vation of the post, and from a generous desire 
on his part, to share with me the responsibility 
of a measure so hazardous, should the issue prove 
unsuccessful. 

I have the honor to be. 

Sir, 
Yoiu" most obedient servant, 

R. H. Barclay. 

" Sir George Prevost, Bart, 
Oriel College, Oxford" 

* The order here alluded to by Capt. Barclay, is contained 
In a letter from the Adjutant-General, Col. Baynes, to General 
Procter, dated the 18th Sept. 1818, tiine days aifter the naval 
-action had taken place, and before the Account of it had 
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"The subjoined ecctract of a letter from Sir 
James Yeo to Sir George Prwost, will also 
shew that the Naval Commander on the Lakes 
entertained a very different opinion on this sub- 
ject from the Reviewer. 

" Kingiton, 23d March, 1814. 

'' Dear Sir, 

** I have had the honor of your Excel- 
lency's letter of the 14th inst. 

*^ It is impossible any person can be more truly 
sensible of your Excellency's unremitting attei^ 
tion and assiduity to every thing connected with 
the naval department in this country than my* 

self, &c. 

« « • • # 

I have the honour to remain. 
With the highest respect. 
Dear Sir, 
Your Excellency's 

Most obedient servant, 

James Lucas Yeo.'* 

With regard to the naval action on Lake Eri^ 
we shall only observe, that it certainly was not 

lost from the want of skill or courage on the 

I ■ ^^— 11 II - III I 111 , 111 I 

reached Sir George Prevost. This letter was written in con* 
templation of the necessity of General Procter retiring from 
Amherstburgh, in consequence of the difficulties of his situation, 
. in which case it was thought advisable that an^ action should 
be risked. 
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part of the officers and men of our squadron. 
The decided superiority of the enemy in their 
weight of metal and seamen^ gave them an ad- 
vantage which the bravest efforts of our squa- 
dron^ directed and encouraged by the distin- 
guished gallantry and conduct of their Com- 
mander^ were insufficient to resist. The causes 
of the disastrous result of that action are best 
told, in the words of the sentence of the Court- 
martial upon Captain Barclay and his officers^ 
which will be found in the Appendix.* The 
situation of General .Procter was such, after this 
disaster/ as to render it indispensable for him to 
take the most prompt and energetic measures 
for withdrawing his troops from posts which 
were no longer tenable, and to join the main 
body of the army on the Niagara frontier, to 
whose force he knew his men would prove a 
seasonable. and powerful accession. Upon this 
disastrous retreat it is unnecessary to dwell. It 
must', however, be remarked, that from the sen- 
tence of the Court-martial upon General Proc- 
ter, and the subsequent remarks upon that sen- 
teiice by order of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regeiit, it certainly appears that General Proc- 
ter did not avail himself, with sufficient energy 
ajid activity of the period which elapsed between 
the loss of our fleet and the action at the Mora- 
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yi^ village^, to. effect the* important object of 
retiring with his troops to a place of safety . 

However meritorious had been the conduct of 
General Procter, and of the troops serving under 
him previous to his retreat from Amherstburgh, 
it was not possible for Sir George Prevost to 
avoid noticing in the public orders, which an- 
nounced to the army the capture of the greater 
part of those troops at the Moravian town, what 
appeared to him the disgraceful circumstances 
with which the af&,ir had been attended. Al* 
though* General Procter might feel hurt by the 
reflections thus passed upon his conduct, yet 
the Commander of the forces, in consideration 
of his former services, was unwilling to make 
that conduct the subject of public investigation, 
until His Majesty's Government, to whom Ge- 
neral Procter's explanation had been submitted, 
should determine upon the course to be pur- 
sued. It was in obedience to their orders that 
General Procter was at length put upon his 
trial.* 

That the charges against General Procter 
could only rest upon the events of the retreat 
which he was accused of misconducting, and 
that *^ a long period of arduous serviced and ne- 
glected representations"f could form no part of 

* Vide the Proceedings of the Court-martial, Appendix, 
No. XXV. t Review, p. 432. 

I 
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iucA thargts, must be obtidus to the lowest 
capacity. General Procter had^ of eotirse^ the 
o|)portunity of availing himsdf of thoise i&ervices 
before the Court-martial^ and that he did so 
the nature of the sentence Would lead us to sup- 
pose. But it surely cannot be inferred from the 
opinion of the Court, that Sir George Prevost 
hid any other motive in preferring the charges, 
than the good of the service, atid obedience to 
the commtods of his superior*. Whether, under 
tliese circumstances, and with the knowledge of 
Sir George Prevost's military life, which the 
Reviewer must have possessed, he is justilfted in 
making the gross insinuation with which he con^^ 
eludes his strictures on this subject, will be left 
to the candid reader to determine. 

The greater part of the troops under General 
Procter having been eaptuted. General Vincetit 
was compelled immediately to retreat to Bur* 
lingtoh Heights, a measure which the infonna- 
tion teceived by that officer of the extent of Gre- 
neral Procter's loss, and the probable immediate 
iidvance 6ff the enemy, seemed to render indis-* 
pensable. 

The first intelligence received of General 
Procters defeat was through a Staff-Adjutant, 
Whb had escaped from the field of battle, and who, 
by exaggerated accounts of this disaster, and of 
the coriseqtiences to be expected from it, spreiad 
terror and dismay through the country as he 



pai^sed rapidfy afonig U^Kii^Um, wh^re fie ar- 
rived <m the 12th Oetdbeir. In the mem tifiie. 
General yiilcenl> i^h^Mti^th^Be reports had reaoh^ 
eti, ^d who Eteid ahe oik the 8th received firoiofi 
Oenepal Procter inteUigeiice of the actitftt^ had 
h^giiH his r^eat from the fi)ur-mile creeks tod 
h^ halted at the twelve-mile creeks when a 
eonunuttJeation frotis Colonel Yonng^ at Bur-* 
liiigtoiaf^ indueed him immediately to fall back 
nfKin tlmf piatie ais a post where he might with 
less dllSeBlty maintain himself H attacked, and 
where he might wait for insti^iictions from Ge^ 
neral de Rottenburg, the oiffieer commanding in 
Upp» Cknadsi. 

General de Rottenburg, who was on his way 
from Yoifk to Kingston, when the intelligence 
of Genefral Pifoeter^s defeat oveirtook him cm the 
road, immediately seiM^ ta General Vincent, di* 
Tici^g Mm, in" his^ despatch of the iOth Ocixh 
ba, if he did not coi^ider himself sufficiently 
strong to hold ont against the superior force of 
the enenny, to destroy tbe stores> &c. and to Ml 
back on Kingston. These directions, it is to 
be observed, were given under the ittprfession 
created by the Staff-Adjutant's account, w&ich, 
in a very short time was ^stsovered to be greatly 
ex^gerated ; and it appeam from Gmeral Vin- 
cent's letter to General de Rbttmiburg, previous 
to the receipt of the despateh hst mentioned, 
ais well as from the one in answer to it, that 

i2 
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be- hd4 iH) in^ediate intention of retreating 
from; the position he then occupied^ although he 
thought circumstances might afterwarjds render 
SHich a measure necessary. In' the mean time the 
sa&ie^ exaggera^ accounts of the action at the 
Moravian village^ which had been carried to 
Kingston, having been received at Montreal by 
the Conunander of the forces, together with 
General de Rottenburg's despatches, communi- 
cating the orders he had sent to General Yin- 
cent in consequence ' of that ' intelligence. Sir 
George Prevost in his letter to General de Rot- 
tenburg of- the 18th October, approved of those 
orders, and directed them to be carried inta ex- 
ecutiou: 

On the 18th October,- the very day on which 
this last despatch was dated. General de Rot- 
tenburg infonned Sir George Prevost, by letter, 
that the Staff-Adjutant's account, by which he 
had been induced to give the directions to Ge- 
neral Vincent to retreat to York, preparatory to 
falling back on Kingston, was false and scan- 
dalous. As soon as it was thus ascertained at 
head-quarters at Montreal, what the real natmre 
of General Procter's disaster was, the Gom- 
mander of the forces having also reason to be- 
lieve, from the information transmitted to him 
by General de Rottenburg, that the enemy had 
designs upon Yoark from Sackett's Harbour, in- 
structions, dated the 29th October, were seat 
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to that officer/directing him to prevent Gfeneral 
Vincent's further retreat, and -to-order him to 
occupy both Burlington and York with the 
force Guilder his commlihd. The orders, which 
were accord^ingly sent from General de Rdtten- 
burg to General Vincent to that effefct on the 
1st November, were rieceived by him' on the 4th, 
and he in consequence remained in tlie position 
he then occupied at Burlington Heights, which 
undoubtedly led afterwards to the recovery of 
the l^iagara frontier. 

" From the above correspondence it incoiitro- 
v^rtibly appears, that the orders transmitted 
from the Commandier of the forces, through Ge- 
neral de Rottenburg to Major-Generlal Vincent, 
were the real and only cause of that officer's not 
retreating to York; and of his continuing to hold 
his position at Burlington ; which, as appears 
by his own letter of the 27th October^ before re- 
ferred to, he. was preparing to leave on the 1st 
November. 

Sir George PreVost's ofders to General Vin- 
cent, to fall back upon Kingston, had-not reach- 
ed him on the 23rd' October; previous to whicl^ 
hi^ orders to retreat -had been discretionary. Dn 
the 27th he wks preparing to obey theni,- aiid oh 
the 4th of November he received'orders to re- 
main where he was. 

- There cannot, therefore, be a doubt of the 
gross incorrectness, of all the Reviewer's state- 
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iretpi^ ; <tf ^9 fidviee which the firmiuew ^ Ge- 
neral Procjker an^ others had indaoed them to 
give G^aersd Vincent to disobey those ioid^rs, 
and of his heiog persunded iipcHi theur r<espoii- 
f ibiUty to adopt it 

It wiBis, Ih fact, the prompt wd dei^ded met- 
siires of Sir George Prevost, w socm as the triith^ 
with regard to General Prpet^'is defeat, wai 
made known to him, thiM^ alone prevented Geae^ 
ral Vincent from continuing his retreai;;, aiid that 
led to those offe&siyj9 operations which followed 
jshortly afterwards op th^ Niagara frontier^ 99d 
which, fiotwithatmading the att^npt made hf^ 
Reviewer to give th^ (sole caredit of them t* Ge^ 
naral Vincent and Colonel Murray, originated 
in the instructicmf; whieh the fwqdw c^oer had 
recmed firom General de Rottenhurg, thencom^ 
^g^nding in Upper Canada- ^Ym the uttaek 
i}p<m Fort Niagara had previously heen pfv^aaed 
upon the consideration of Major-G^ncsrids 4? 
jiottenhurg and Sheaffe, hy the Conuawwder of 
the foroesj as desirable, whenever iAri^mmtaik^m 
might render such a measure practicaUe, 

In aummii^up the evaatsof the campaign of 
1813, the Reviewer obs^vesjf ^^ that ow the 
British side, the occurrences of the year/ on |hf 

part of the subordinate commmd^s aod Irof^a, 
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inrafiented a briWant series ^f »eibic^«me»t9> the 
l^eatw number of which were r^i^red migfir 
tory or imperfect in result, from the abaei^ee ;Cff 
aU energy^ talent, and enterprise, in their Coth- 
mandernin-Chief." ; 

In suppcxrt of this opinion, whioh k sufficiently 
lingular, considering what the Reviewer has himr 
s^lf stated to have been the result of the camr 
paign, he Mds, that the successes obtained by 
General Vincent and Colonel Harvey, by General 
Procter, Colonel Murray, and X4ieutei»uit-Colonel 
J^rrison^ were AtL obtained either against the 
positive command^ of Sir George Prevost, or 
without any instructions from hun ; and that in 
tiie only measure which could be ascribed to 
him, he endeavoured to wrest the merit from 
J^ieut^olonel De Salaberry^ because he hap- 
pened to arrive when the enemy were beaten. 

The following ob^ervatioAP will afford a fuU 
answer to Ikis unfounded and disgraceful attack 
upon the character and reputation of Sir George 
Prevost. Th^ briUiant affiwr at Stoney Creek, 
under Major^eneral Vincent and CoJk)nel Hajv 
vey^ and the equally successful operation on the 
l^chigan frontier, when General Procter de^ 
feated the foroes of Winchester and Clay, arose 
4^tof the circumatances of the moment, of whiek 
i^ose officiary immediately, with great judgment 
and gallantry, availed themselves. There could, 
i^erefore, be no time for oommunication with 
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the Commander of the forces^ and consequently 
the operations in question could not have taken 
place in direct opposition to command which 
were never received. With regard to the gene^ 
ral instructions under which the subordinate 
Commanders acted^ it has already been shewn 

• 

that General Procter had discretionary orders 
from Sir George. Pre vost to act on the defensive 
or otherwise, as circumstances iiught require.; so 
likewise had General Vincent ; and the marked 
approbation expressed, both in general orders, 
and in the despatches to the Secretary of State 
announcing these events, is a further strong proof 
that the conduct of those officers was in perfect 
accordance with the orders and instructions 
which they had received from the Commander of 
the forces. Colonel Murray's expedition against 
Plattsburg was, as appears by the despatch to 
Lord Bathurst, of the 1st August, 1813, planned 
altogether by Sir George Prevost, who had pre- 
viously endeavoured to place our marine on the 
Richelieu, which had been increased by the cap- 
ture of the two schooners from the enemy, on ia 
respectable footing; first, by .the appointment of 
Captain Prmg to the naval command there, and 
subsequently by obtaining the services of Cap- 
tain Everard, and the officers and seamen of the 
Wasp sloop of war, then lately arrived at Que- 
bec from Halifax, to man these vessels and the 
gun-boats. Colonel Murray was the officer par- 
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ticidarly sdected by Sir Garage Prevost to com- 
mand on. this expedition^' from the opinion he 
entertained of his zeal and energy. The event 
amply justified his expectations^ and this enter- 
prise^ undertaken by the orders and under the 
instructions of the Commander of the forces, was 
in^yery respect successful. 

The daring exploit which was subsequently 
achieved by Colonel. Murray, in the capture of 
^Qrt Niagara, so far from being in opposition to 
Sir Greorge Prevost's . orders, or in the absence 
of.any. instructions respecting it, was theconse^ 
quejQce .of , the : verbal instructions gi ven by Sir 
Gr^orge .Prevost to Xieutenant-General Drum- 
mond, previous to his assuming the.command in 
Upper Canada, and confirmed in his letter to him 
of the 3rd December,- 1813. ■ Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morrison had .been detached from Kingston with 
the :49th, the 2nd battalion, of the 8&th, arid the 
Vqltigeurs, as a corps, of observation, to follow 
the motions of General Wilkinson's army, then 
threatening Montreal from Sackett's Harbour> in 
consequence of the express orders and directions 
of Sir jGfjeor^e Prevost ; a fact established.by his 
dq^patch to Lord.Bathurst of i^the.ldth Novem- 
ber, 1813. 

The foresight of the. Commander of the forces 
in providing , this force to watch the enemy,.arid 
his judgment in the selection of Lieut.-Colonel 
Morrison to command it, led beyond all doubt. 
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to ike d£&at wUda General Boyd ceceived mt 
CSirystler s fturm, tad ultimately, by Ae intenrttp^ 
tioBS thus occafiioned to General Wilkinson '« 
plans^ to the safety of Lower Canada. That (lie 
measures adopted by Sir George Prevosi m^iit 
in some degree have contributed to the sucoess 
which attended Lieut.*Colond De Salaberry's 
defmice of his position at Chateaugay, the Re- 
viewer Beems most unwillingly to admits 
at the same time he imputes to him the 
and unworthy attempt of endeavoaring to bs^ 
sume to himself the merit which on that ooca^ 
fion was alone due to Colonel De Salaberry. 

In Sir George Prevost's despatch to Lord 
Bathurst on this subject, of the date of 3fHh 
October, 1813, he expresses himself fortunate 
at hftvlng arrived at the scene of action shortly 
after it commeiK^d, as it enabled him perscmally 
to witness the conduct of the officers <imd mm 
engaged in it, and to form a proper judgment of 
tibeir ntimts, which he then severally details in 
his letter. The unqualified praise which be be^ 
stows upon the officer immediately conunand^ 
kig, (liieut^Colenel De Salaberry) is of itself a 
sufficient refutation of this libel on ihe part ^ 
the Reviewer.* 

The diiecks thus reoeived by the forces under 
GiBnerals Wilidnson and Hampton, fyom Lieut.-^ 
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Cdlmd Afordsoo, end JJ^ttAinikmd De SaJa- 
hmry, w^re, witkout douH» no incoBslderable 
causes of ttiek repulse iu the al;teH)|>t upou Lower 
Canada ; but it was also the duty of ihe Reviewer 
to hare noticed the prompt aod judicious mear 
auares adopted by Sir George Prevost^ as soon 
tt be bad asi^ertained that General Wilkinson 
WM descending the St. Lawrence to attack Mon^ 
treal^ for the defence of that place^ by eaUing 
^xt the whcie militia of the district, and by ccir 
iecting aH ba^ disposaUe force at La Chine, 
frhere he commanded in person. The formidia- 
Ue defences which he bad prepared both aJt 
Coteau da Lac> and at the Cedai:^ together wdth 
tkc imposing fwce of militia which had be» 
mfisembled at a very d^ort notice, muat ha¥e 
•eonrineed Giesoeral Wilkinson that he eotdd not 
hope to make any impression upon a pec^le 
who shewed so much zeal and alacrity in de- 
fonding themselves, and who were oomnmnded 
by one who possessed tfa^ entire oonfid^ee 
and affectHm. Under these circumstances, a^d 
firom ihe opposition already ^xpmenoed to his 
jsttempt, tihe Ameriean Commaodar resolved to 
iAandon it m impracticable, mere pi^^icularly 
as he found himscdf without aupport from Gie^ 
neral Hampton, who had. retired towards Lake 
Champlain. 

In detailing the events of the campaign of 
1814, the RevieiY^r has a^Sin not scrupled, in 
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Mb account of Captain Pring's - expedition ^io 
Tergennes^ to distort the truths for the purpose 
of attaching the blame of this failure to Sir 
George Prevost. So far from the Commander 
of » the forces refusing to Captain Pring thelas^ 
sistance of the troops stationed at Isle aux Noix; 
as the Reviewer, asserts^* a strong detachment 
of the marines then in garrison. at thatpost^ was 
embarked on board of his squadron^ and the des- 
patch to Lord Bathurst from Sir George Pre- 
vost, of the 18th of' May, 1 8 14,f proves that 
this expedition was planned and directed by the 
Commander of the forces, and probably failed 
from the circumstance alone of Captain Pring 
being prevented by baffling wmds for: four days 
from reaching his destination, before the enemy 
had time to mature their preparations for de- 
fence. ' 

A^ similar degree of incorrectness prevails in 
the Reviewer's statements with riegard tothe 
force retained by Sir George Prevost in Lower 
Canada. That Lower Cainada, in the middle^of 
April, 1814,-1 had nothing to dread, maybe'con- 
fidentiy denied. On the 22d and SOth' March, 
two atteinpts had been made, by General -Wilk- 
inson to penetrate into that Province -by the 



* Review, p. 440. 
t Vide Extracts in the Appendix, No. XXVII. 
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Montreal' frontier, and in tterlatter instqaice/ in 
ponsiderable force. ; Though he was repulsed in 
both cases, and in the latter with severe loss, he 
still continued to keep a: considerable body of 
men on the frontier line, from which he did'Hot 
withdraw until towards the middle of May.* 
Sackett's Harbour, instead of being weakly garr 
risoned, had been strengthened by two regiments 
from General Wilkinson's army, besides other 
reinforcements ; and our fleet - on Lake Ontario 
was so far from being at that period ready for 
sea, that it was not until the 14th of April, that 
the two ships, which were to constitute its. prin- 
cipal strength, had been launched, nor was our 
squadron in a situation to take the Lake -until 
the beginning of May. The only reinforcements 
which, up to this period in 1814, and even until 
the beginning of June, had arrived in Lower 
Canada, were the 2d battalion of the 8th regiment, 
which the foresight of the Commander of the 
forces had induced him to draw in the depth of 
winter by land from New Brunswick, whence 
they arrived in the month of March, together 
with 200 picked seamen from Admiral Griffiths 
for the fleet on Lake Ontario, without a single 
accident. This regiment is enumerated by the 
Heviewer amongst his nine regular regiments of 
infantry, with three squadrons .of dragoons, six 

* Review, pp. 440, 441. 
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iitrong bottaKons of mifitia, aid a numerous di^ 
vision at artillery^ the whole of which he hasc 
untruly asserted^ were crowded together in in- 
activity at Chambly^ behind a strong frontier^ 
without an enemy to oppose them;* adding, that 
although reinforcements were daily arriving or 
expected, not a man was sent to strengthen the 
inadequate force on the Niagara frontier, until 
the middle of Juty, when only two of the Pen- 
insular regiments were reluctalktiy yielded for 
that service. Of the nine regular regiments of 
i]^»try> of which the Reviewer speaks, one was 
DeMeuron's foreign corps, another the Cana- 
dmn Fencibles, a third a battalion of Marines, a 
fourth the Canadian Y oltigeurs, militia-men, sub^ 
ject to militia law, and whose force at the ut^ 
most was 450 men. Of the real regular regi- 
ments, viz. the 8tfa, 13th, 16th, 49th, and 70th^ 
the Iflth did not arrive until June, together with 
two companies of artillery. This regiment was 
ahnost immediately stationed at Montreal, where 
it remained the whole of July, and! in August 
was despatched to Upper Canada. The 70th 
garrisoned Quebec, with a portion of artillery, 
and a smaH corps, composed of the recruits of 
the other regiments in the Province. The I3th 
was in advance at St. John, and La Cole MiII> 
and the battalion of marines garrisoned Isle aux 

* Review, p. 441. 
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Neix. Of the six batttalioits of ettbodied mffitia, 
one was at La Prairie, and another, if not two 
of the others, at different parts of the frontier ; 
the YoMgeurs were also in advanee, and part of 
the Canadian fencibles were at Coteau du Lac. 
i*rom this statement, made out from documents, 
the authenticity of which cannot be doubted, it 
wiH appear that the troops under Sir George 
Prerost in the Lower Province, which were 
barely adequate to its defence, in lieu of being 
an assembled at Chambly, were stationed in dif- 
ferent parts of the Province, where their ser- 
vices were most required, and that they did not 
at any time, collectively form the camp of in- 
struction of which the Reviewer speaks. Pre- 
vious even to the 1st of May, when the Reviewer 
has stated that Sir James Yeo was ready with his 
fleet for any operation, no part of this force could, 
consistently with the safety of Lower Canada, 
have been despatched foar the reinforcement of 
General Drummond. Still less could a sufficient 
portion of it have been spared, to have enabled 
that officer, with any prospect of success, to 
attempt an attack on Sackett's Harbour. Ge- 
neral Drummond was, in fact, aware that, from 
the period of the first attack on that place, in 
May, 181S, the enemy had been indefatigable in 
fortifying it, and that it was at all times guarded 
by a fei^ body of regular troops and militia, to- 
gdlier with a number of able and experienced 
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seamen.' Nothing, therefore, short of the full co- 
operation of a superior fleet, and a large body of 
troops, could have afforded him a well-grounded 
expectation of succeeding. General Druminond 
well knew that, up to May, 1814, and for some 
time afterwards, no force of this description could 
be spared from the Lower Province. However 
desirable he might have thought it, to destroy 
the naval dep6t at Sackett's Harbour, he knew 
that no adequate means were within his power, 
or that of the Commander of the forces ; and 
until, by fresh reinforcements from England, 
those means should be acquired, he was obliged 
to content himself with operations compatible 
with his resources. We accordingly find that, 
as soon as the fleet was in readiness to take the 
Lake, General Drummond, in consequence of the 
previous communication which had taken place 
between Sir George Prevost and himself, under- 
took the expedition against Oswego, which ter- 
minated in the capture of that place, together 
with a quantity of stores, provisions, and * ord- 
nance, most of which being designed for the 
squadron at Sackett's Harbour, must have ma- 
terially delayed its equipment. Of this enter- 
prise the Reviewer has thought proper to say 
nothing, because he knew that it might in a 
great degree be attributed to the measures of 
Sir George Prevost. For a similar reason he has 
altogether omitted' to notice the extraordintbry 
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and energetic measures which had Jbeen adopted 
hy the Commander of the forces, for relieving 
Midiilimachinac, and affording to that garrison 
an important reinforcement of troops, seamen, 
and provisions, under the oommand of an abl^ 
and experienced officer, who afterwards gave 
ample proofs of his courage and talents in his 
successful defence of that post against a power- 
ful attack of the enemy. The reinforcement of 
that distant position, whilst the enemy were in 
possession of the whole of the Michigan terri- 
tory, and by a route never before attempted, re* 
:Qected the greatest credit upon the Commander 
of the forces who directed, and upon Lieu* 
tenant Colonel M'Douall, who executed, .this 
arduous enterprise, which was highly impor- 
tant in its consequences as respected our In- 
dian allies, and the safety .of the Upper Pro- 
vince. Independently of this reinforcement tp 
the troops in Upper Canada, we shall jfind that 
Sir Greorge Prevost continued mindful of Lieu- 
tenant-General Drummond's situatioji,;and de- 
sirous of assisting him, as soon as the means of 
doing so were placed within his power. It hs^s 
been already shewn, that, out of the force whicji 
the Commander of the forces possessed for the 
defence of Lower Canada, and of which the Re- 
viewer has given so incorrect a statement, the 
2nd battalion of the 8th arrived feom New Bruns- 
wick in March, and the 16th with two compa- 

K 
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hies of attillery in June. It wag iidt untH the 
month of July that the next reiiiforeemeilts/eoiir 
sidting of the 90th regiment^ from the West Ihr 
dies^ and the 6th and 82nd from the army un* 
der the Duke of WeUington^ reached Montreal 
These three regiments were immediately seat 
forward to the Niagara frontier. The despatch 
tir the Secretary of State^ announcing the arrivai 
of these troops^ sufficiently and satisfactorily 
explained the reasons which had hitherto pre^ 
Tented Sir George Prevost from strengthening 
General Drummond's force in the Upper Pro- 
irince. In the beginning of June, and pteTiously 
to the arrival of these reinforcements. Sir James 
Yeo had retired into port after blockading Saek^ 
ettis Harbour ; and from that period, until Oo? 
tober, the enemy had the ascendancy on Lake 
Ontario. Our operations in Uppkr Canada weifC) 
therefore, necessarily confined to the defensive; 
and although the superior numbers of the enenoby 
gave them at times an advantage over us, saA 
Occasioned a considerable loss of valuable iivesj 
the efibrts made by theComniander of the for cel^ji 
to supply these losses, enabled General Dmkn- 
mond successfully to miaintain the conteist, and 
to prevent the Americans from gaining any peof-^ 
manent footing in tte Province. Upon the af* 
tival of the Nova Scotia Fendbles, a battatiolt^ 
ctf the Royals, and the 97th regiment towards 
the end of July, the latter regiment was imbie^ 
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diately sent to Kingstcnt, and Sir Qeo)tge Vter 
iFod c6ntiffu^d to iiakd eireiy ii&tim ib f^M^ 
fbrce tllfe anny oti the Niagara frontier. 

BefOte we ptoeeed to the consideration of the 
much inisfepredeiited affair of Plattehtrrg^ the 
orders lind^r Whi6h Sit Oeorge Prevost acted, 
and the plati of operations proposed upon the 
arrival of thfe reinforcements from the Dnke of 
Wellingtdfl'S army, it will be necessary to ex- 
pose the perverted statement with which the 
Quarterly Revilrwer has introduced his aceonnt 
of this expeditiem. '' In June and Jutyr he says, 
^ a numerous fleet arrived m the St. Liiwrenc6 
from ^onrdeaux^ with the flbwer of the Duke of 
WteHingtoh'S army.'** Now connecting this pa- 
tagfaph with the one that follows toon after- 
ifrJlMfe — " that the Peninsular troops were raf- 
fbred to ascend no higher than the ill-f&ted camp 
c(f Chambly, where they were detained during 
Mi ivhbh month o/Augusf'f^ii is evident that 
fSke Reviewer meant hh readers to belieVe that 
the brigadeis, under Generals Robinson, Bris- 
bane, Power, and Kempt, had arrived in Canada 
in June and July, so as to enable Sir George 
Prevodt to assemble them for any service at 
Chainbly by the beginning of August, and yet 
that he k6pt them the whole of that nionth un^ 
feii^Wyed. It appears, however, from Sir George 
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Prevost's despatches to Lord Bathurst^ dated 
28th June, 1814, that the only p4rt of the Duke 
of Wellington's army^ which arrived in June, 
were the 6th and 82iid regiments. The trans- 
ports having those regiments on board passed 
Quebec for Montreal, about the 26th of that 
month, but did not reach the latter place until 
the first or second week in July, from whence 
they were immediately pushed forward to rein- 
force Lieutenant-General Drununond on the Ni- 
agara frontier. The brigade under Major-Ge- 
neral Power, which was accompanied by Major- 
General Brisbane, did not arrive at Quebec un- 
til late in July ; indeed so late, that ISir George 
Prevost, in his despatch to Lord Bathurst an- 
nouncing their arrival, states, that they would 
scarcely be able to arrive at Montreal, with every 
exertion, before the 20th of August. The two 
last brigades, under Generals Kempt and Robiti- 
son, arrived still later ; and Sir George Prevost's 
despatch of the 5th August, 1814, announcing 
their approach to Quebec, stated tl^at it would 
be impossible, with every exertion, to collect the 
whole force, viz. all the brigades in the neig^r 
bourhood of Montreal, before the end of that 
month. : In &ct, it was not until towards the 
end of August, that two of the brigades above 
mentioned were assembled at Chambly^ and in 
the neighbourhood; the other brigade, under 
Major-General Kempt, being stationed partly at 
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Montreal, and partly in advance towards King- 
ston, in order to be in readiness for the service 
for which it was designed, whenever our ascen- 
dancy on Lake Ontario should be required. 

In his next observations, the Reviewer has 
(Confounded both dates and facts, in order to 
make it appear that Sir George Prevost knew 
not how to dispose of the succours which had 
reached him; with which, in the Reviewer's opi^ 
nion,* he ought instantly to liave made a rapid 
movement towards Lake Ontario, for the pur* 
pose of attacking Sackett's Harbour ; an attempt 
which, it is stated, should have been made whilst 
Sir' James Yeo was blockading that place, instead 
of wasting some of the most valuable months of 
the summer in the camp at Chambly :f and fur- 
ther, that the march of General Izzard to Sack- 
ett's Harbour, with 3,000 or 4,000 regular troops, 
was a proof that the American Government felt 
(although our Conmiander did not), that all' ob- 
jects on the frontier were insignificant, in com- 
parison with the protection of the numerous 
squadron which was blockaded in their ports on 
Lake Ontario. 

Unfortunately for the Reviewer's consistency, 
he had previously stated, that in consequence 
of Commodore Chauncey having prepared two 
new frigates for sea. Sir James Yeo disconti- 

• Review, p. 443. * t Ibid. 
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nued Im blockade of jSackett's I{»rboiir^ md 
iietired to Kingston, tp await the equipment vf 
the St. Lawrence, and that dnring the montjis 
of August and September, Chauncey held the 
Lake. 

General Izzard was despatched to Sackett'i^ 
Harbour about the end of August, or 1st qf 
September, and consequently the American Qf^. 
vemment, from the Reviewer's own shewii^, 
could not at that time have any ^pprehensimsr 
for their numerous squadron^ blockaded I9 thwr 
Port an Lake Ontario* So £»r indeed fr on^ the; 
American squadron being at this time in danger, 
Kingston, and Sir James Yen's numerous squa? 
dron, were actually at the peripd of (reneral Izb 
zard's march to Sackett's Harbour, most rigiH 
rously blockaded by Chauncey, and so ccmtinned 
for nearly six weeks afterwards. Sackett's Hais 
hour was in fact only bldckaded by Sir Jamea 
Yeo, from the beginning of May to the hf^-r 
ning of June, at which latter period he r^n- 
quished the blockade, and did not m^e bisf 
appearapoe on the Lake until the middle of Op? 
tober following. 

It has been ahready shewn what Sir George 
Prevost's force really consisted of, in the Lowen 
Province, during the period of this bbckade, uj^ 
uiitil the month of July, when the first reinforces 
ments from France reached him. These rein-^ 
forcements wer0 immediately sent to the Upper 
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he did npt theu possess t}ie meaiis of attacMtog 
^MketUn Hdrbour, and thftt ^fter the blockade 
hid (ieas^d, teiifold the means he possessed would 
npt have suffifsed for th^ service, without the 
co-operation of the fleet.* 

It is in the highest degree improbable, that 
^y man in Sir George Prevost's army, or in 
the Provinces^ possessing a knowledge of tb^e 
facts, which were within the reach of all, should 
have thought it possible that on the arrival of 
the troops from Bourdeaux, Saekett's Harbour 
waa or could be the point of attack, so long u 
our squadron was not able to take the Lake. 
. It w|ll, it is apiHrehended, tend very materially 
to elucidate the subsequent operations of the 
war, to state the views which probably influ^ 
enced His Majesty's Government in sending so 
large a force from the Duke of Wellington's 
army to Canada, and the manner in which it was 
diriected to be employed. The circunistances 
under which the war bad been commenced oq 
the p^rt of the Americans, and the refusal of 
their Government to consider the revocation of 
the Orders in Council, the ostensible ground of 

* As a confirmation of this statement, the reader is referred 
to an extract from a Letter addressed by Major-General Kempt 
to Sir George Prevost upon the subject' of the mtended attack 
on Saekett's Harbour, of which General Kempt was to have 
tfi^ea the pemonal command. Appe^ndis, No. XXVIII. « 
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war aid a cause for pacification^ had justly off^ided 
both the Government and people ot Great Bri^ 
tain. The efforts, however, which they were 
called upon to make in Europe, had, until the 
tenmnation of the contest by the abdication of 
Buonaparte, prevented the British Government 
from furnishing any other reinforcements for the 
army in the Canadas, than such as Were barely 
sufficient, aided by the bravery of the troops, 
and the talents, zeal, and energy of their Com«^ 
mander, for the defence of the country from the 
repeated attacks of the enemy. As soon, how-p 
ever, as the peace with France placed a larger 
force at their disposal. His : Majesty's Govein- 
ment resolved to avail themselves of a jportion 
of it^ in order to retaliate upon America her un^ 
just aggressions, and to carry the war into such 
parts of her territory as might prove most 
assailable. In consequence of this determinar 
tion, the expeditions to the Chesapeake and the 
Mississipi were planned; and with the saine 
views three brigades were ordered from Bour^- 
dieaiux to Canada. The objects contemplated 
in sending this reinforcement to Canadsi, will 
t>e best understood by a reference to Lord 
Bathurst's despatch to Sir George Prevost, of 
the 3d June, 1814, in which it is said, "The 
object of yovr operations will be. First, Tq 
give immediate protection, secondly, to obtain^ 
if* possible, ultimate security, to His Majesty's 



137 

possessions, in America* The entire destnic- 
tiim of Sackett's Harbour, and the naval esta-* 
blishment on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain, 
eome under the first description/' — '^- Should 
there be any advanced position on that part of 
our frontier which extends towards Lake Champ- 
lain, the occupation of which would materiaUy 
tend to the security of the Province, you will, 
if you deem it expedient, expel the enemy from 
it, and occupy it by detachments of the troops 
under your command, always^ however ^ taking 
care not to expose his Majesty's troops to being 
cut offhy too extended a line of advance''- — ''At 
the same time, it is by no means the intention 
of His Majesty's Government to encourage>uch 
forward movements into the interior of the Ame- 
rican territory, as might commit the safety of 
the force placed under your command.'* It must 
be evident to every person in the least ac- 
quainted with the territories of America bor- 
dering upon the Canadas, that none of the ob- 
jects ^of offensive warfare contemplated in the 
foregoing despatch could be undertaken with- 
out the aid and co-operation of a fleet able to 
contiend with that of the enemy. That His Ma- 
jesty's Government might be aware of the im- 
|K>ssibility of complying with the views and 
wishes above described, until the naval ascend- 
iancy should be secured on Lakes Ontario axkd 
Cfaamplain, £Sr Ge6i^e Prevost> in his despatch 
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t9 l4(vd Batfaurst^ 9f the |$Sth Ji)ly, li^fare 
ferred to, expre^i^ei^ Ips opmipn on tJm hmd^ 
stating tlifi,t hj^ did not expect fron^ the reppTf^ 
he fa#4 received frpm Sir tfamei; Yeo, ^n^ t])p 
officer coiimi9^diog our nayal forces on tib^ 
Ilichelieu, tital; th^ir fleets wpuld hp in re^di* 
i^eBs before the middle of September. 

Upon the arrival of the trppps froqi^ FTB9e§M 
and upon their being as$pmbl^4 n» bpfpre stft^^e^ 
ii) the neighbourlippfi of Montreal toyfoxAs thg 
end of August, it was ascertained th^t the new 
ship at Kingston would not be laupche4 iwtil 
tqwards thp iniddle pf Sept^mb^rj {md pon^ 
quentlyi that Sir James Ypq would not b^ 
rpftily to take the (^ftkp, at tb^ ei^rlie^t, until t^e 
beginning of Qctpbpr. All, tberefpre, th^t fonW 
b§ 4pne with regard to thq pr(\ject$|i p3{ppditioi| 
%g»iBst Saglf ett'8 Harbour, WM tft wak^ ^iipb ft 
djSPQgit jpn of the troops designed fqr the sprviee, 
thftfe tfeey might be in readinew for it, whe«?ver 
it might be deemed advisable tp m^kP tbe ftfei 
tempt. MsjorrGpneral Sir Jampg Kempt, wImJ 
Wa9 to havp tbp command, was aPf^prdii^ly djfrr 

patched tp Kingston, and two bribes wpr^ 
qunrtgrad partly at Mppt^eRl «»4 Pffctly in 9^-. 

v«tce, wherever be judged they mjgbt H^m^ 
plape^, with a view to thp nltimate servfaf^ fox 
which they were designed. The canplflympn^ «f 

the remainder of the fprpe from France ne^rt 
bec»ipe the snlyect of {Sir Oeprge Prevosf* 
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conisiiieratioiL Thie enemy had a^ that ti^0 a 
BtxQug ^squadron on Xake Chaiqplain^ and their 
naval dep6t at Vergennes furnished them with 
the means of continually adding to it. They 
had also since the first attack &rtified PlattSr 
hurg^ a posi(;ion.which^ provided we had the as-r. 
cendancy on the Lake^ it might be expedient 
fiu* us to occupy for the security of the Loiver 
Province. Sfhould^ therefore^ our squadron^ 
equipping in the Richelieu, be ready to co-s 
operate with the army befor§ the season was too 
&r advanced for o£Bensive operations, it was. 
clear that qf^ of the objects contemplated by 
Gi^vemment might be undertaken with every 
prospect of success. The enemy'^ fleet, if the^ 
waited the attack upon them in Plattsb^rg bay^ 
or elsewhere, might be destroyed, or the dep6t 
at Vergennes might £a.ll into our haqdis by thi& 
occupation of P},attsburg, and the further adf 
vance of the army aided by the fleet That the 
enemy were not assailable in any other quarter, 
(Sackett's Harbour being out of the question 
li»m what has been be&re stated,) it can searodjr 
be necessajry to piention, nor has it ev^ been 

pretended that tjiey were 

The l^tate of Vermont on the east shore of 
the liake might, indeed, have been entered &QIK1 
^t Amafid, and our townships on that frontieri 
without the assistance of quk squadron. Bui 
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independently of there not being any object of 
sufficient consequence in that quarter to make: 
an attack upon it advisable^ it was deemed 
highly imprudent to molest that State by a mere 
predatory expedition, whilst two-thirds of the. 
supplies of fresh meat for the army in Canada 
were frimished by American contractors, and 
whilst droves of cattle, as well as large sums of 
money in specie were constantly passing by 
that route from the United States into Canada ; 
a fact which is not generally known, and which^ 
strongly marks the wisdom of that policy which 
Sir George Prevost pursued during the Ame^ 
rican warfare. As the destruction of the ene-' 
VfiY*s naval dep6t on Lake Champlain was then 
the only operation contemplated by His Ma- 
jesty's Government/which could be undertaken 
with any prospect of success. Sir George Pre-^ 
vost with a view to that object, had, imme-^ 
diately after the receipt of the despatch of the 
3rd June, above referred to, used every possi- 
ble exertion to accelerate the building of the 
new ship at Isle aux Noix, and the efficient 
arming and equipment of the squadron there, for 
the service in Which it was proposed to be em-' 
ployed. Some time previous to this period it 
appears from Sir George Prevost's correspond-^ 
ence with Sir James Yeo, that he had repeatedly 
cidled the particular attention of that officer to 
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tbe manning of the squadron for Lake C^am^ 
plain.* In addition to this^ his correspondence 
with Captain Fisher, and Vice Admiral Otway, 
tends to establish the fact of his miwearied 
md successful exertions to accomplish that ob- 
ject. 

The Confiance was launched on the 26th of 
August, and Sir George Prevost having reason 
to believe that the efforts which were making 
for her equipment would enable Captain Fisher 
to take the Lake in the course of a few days, 
proceeded, on the 30th, to inspect the first bri* 
gade of troops quartered at Chambly ; and on 
the 31st. established his head-quarters at Qdell 
Town, close upon the enemy's frontier. Hav- 
ing here received information thai General Iz- 
zard had suddenly quitted his position at Cham- 
plain Town, and had marched with a body of 
troops in the direction of I^iagara, evidently for 
the purpose of joining General Brown, who 
had established a footing on the Niagara fron- 
tier, and was pressmg upon Lieutenant General 
Drummond, Sir George Prevost determined to 
lose nd time in entering the enemjr^s territory, 
(even though our fleet was not ready to co- 
o|pera^e,) in the hope by this movement of check- 

* The extract from a letter addressed by Sir James Yeo, 
to Sir George Prevost, given in the Appendix, No. XXIX. 
will shew his opinion of the manner in which the Lake Cham- 
plain Squadron was manned. 
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ing Gfeaeral ItikrA'B progteM, aiid of ihm midt- 
ing a diversion in favour of General Dmni'^ 
mond. Our troops accordingly crossed the frdn- 
tier line^ and on the 3d of September took pos- 
session of Champlain Town, whidi the eneifly 
had abandoned on their approach. Our forces 
advanced the following day to Cfaazy and Simp- 
Son's Inn, about eight miles from Plattsbutg, 
where they halted on the 5th. Previously to 
this advance Captain Fisher, who had silperiii- 
tended the building of the Confiance, and whoS^ 
local knowledge woiild have rendered his iSer^ 
Vices peculiarly useful in the joint operatiotis 
cdhtemplated, had been suddenly and unex- 
pectedly superseded by Sir James Yeo in the 
command of oiir haval force on the Richelieu, 
and Captain Downie had been appointed to 
succeed him. 'fhis officer did not arrive at 
Montreal firdni Lake Ontario until the ftrd Sep^ 
teuibet, and on the following day repaired td 
Isle aiix Ndix to superintend the equipment of 
the he^Jr ship. On the 5th of Septeftibef, the 
day on which the troops halted at Simpson's 
Inii, ah intferVifeW took place between Sir Georgd 
Prfevofet and Captain Dowriie, When the Mter 
assured the Commander of the forces, that hid 
flotilla would be ready to co-operate with the 
army in less than fort jr-eight hours ; that he had 
correctly ascertained the state and condition of 
the enemy's fleet ; and that in consequence he 
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entertained no apprehensions of the result of an 
action. Sir George Prevost then explained to 
Captain Downie the reason of his having pressed 
forward before the latter was ready. On the 
following day, the 6th September, the army ad- 
vanced to Plattsburg, and took possession of that 
part of it situate on the northern side of the 
Saranac, the enemy's troops having retreated 
thence to the south side, and to tibeir fortified 
position on the crest of the hills. 

No sooner had this position been taken, than 
Sir George Prevost, conceiving that the enemy, 
on the first approach of our troops, might not 
be fully prepared to receive them, proposed that 
the works should be immediately attacked 'y^*^ but 
it being represented to him that one of the 
brigades was extremely harassed, having been 
brought forward from Chazy with great cele- 
rity, and that after aUowing the men a reason- 
able time to rest, the afternoon would be too 
far advanced to attempt an operation for which 
it was desirable to have daylight, as the move- 
ment was to be made through so thick and in- 



• The following is the Reviewer's mode of stating this : — 
" Had the Commander-in-Chief suffered these works to be as- 
saulted as was eagerly proposed to him on the same eveningi 
there is no question but they must have faHen with scarcely an 
effort before a single brigade." — p. 445. 
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tricate a country^ Sir George was induced to 
acquiesce in this reasoning ; and being likewise 
Mtisfied, from the assurance given him^ by Cap*- 
tain Downie^ that the fleet would be ready to 
co-operate in a day or two at farthest^ he finally 
IreBolved to defer the attack until the junction 
of the squadron. The enemy's fleet had retired 
from the mouth of the Chazy (where it was 
placed^ when our troops entered the American 
territory), to Plattsbutg Bay, and there, on the 
orriVai of our army, it was found anchored; 
their gun-boats, which had been employed to 
interrupt the march of our army on the Lake 
foad, being placed so as to manifest a determi- 
nation to support their troops and position on 
the south iride of the Saranac. On the morning 
of the 7th, it was discovered that the enemiy's 
flotilla had changed their position since the pre- 
oeding evening, and had moved further into the 
bay, out of the range of cannon from the shdre, 
eivident^y with the object of avoiding the fire 
from the works, in case they slK)uld be attacked 
and carried^ 

As soon as Sir George Prevpst had, by a 
thorough reconnoitring of the enemy's position, 
on shore and in the bay, satisfied his own mind 
that their fleet was moored too far from the 
shore to receive any support from their own 
batteries, or any injiury from ours, he commu- 
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nicated the enemy's force and situation to Cap- 
tain Downie, by a letter* dated the 7th Septcm-^ 
ber, seven o'clock a, m., and stat6d^that if Captain 
Downie felt the vessels under his command equal 
to the contest^ the present moment afforded ad- 
vantages that might not again occur^ requesting, 
at the same time^ his decision on the subject. 
This letter was delivered by Major Fulton, Aid- 
de-Camp to Sir George Prevost, who was or- 
dered particularly to explain to Captain Downie 
the position of the enemy's squadron, and that 
they were, in his opinion, anchored out of range 
of shot from the shore. Major Fulton's state* 
mentf on this subject, shews most clearly the 
views which Captain Downie then entertained, 
and the confidence which he felt in the result 
of the contest, for which he declared he would 
be ready in 24 hours. Captain Downie's letter, 
in reply to Sir George Prevost's communica- 
tion, although more guarded in expression, con- 
tained in substance what he had said to Major 
Fiilton, and confirmed the expectation of his 

* Vide the whole of this Correspondence in the Appendix, 
No. XXX. 

t This statement and those of the General and other ofH- 
cersi subsequently referred to, all of which are under the hand, 
and many of them attested by the oaths of the parties, contain 
the fiicts relative to the expedition against Plattsburg, to which 
those officers would have been ready to depose before a Court- 
Martial. 
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being able to meet the enemy in a day or two: 
On the 8th of September Sir George Prevdst 
again despatched a letter to Captain Downie, 
stating that he had sent his Aid-de-Camp, Major 
Coore, to give him correct information with re- 
gard to the enemy's naval force in the bay, and 
that he. Sir George Prevost, only waited the ar- 
rival of Captain Downie to proceed against Ge- 
neral Macomb's position. In this letter he par- 
ticularly points out the co-operation which he 
expected from Captain Downie, That officers 
answer, dated on the same day, states, '' that 
his ship was not ready, and that nntti she shatdd 
be, it was his duty not to hazard her htfcre the 
enemy;'' and this determination of Captain 
Downie's appears to have been still more strongly 
expressed by him in his conversation with Mar 
Jor Coore. Hitherto, therefore it may be as- 
sumed as ah incontrovertible fact, that nothing 
had been either said or written by Sir George 
Prevost to Captain Downie which might lead 
the latter to expect any assistance in his ap^ 
proaehing contest with the American fleet^from 
the forces on shore, or that any simultaneous at- 
tack* was to be made upon the enemy's works, 
with a view to afford such aid or support. Being 
thus perfectly aware of the number, force, and 
position of the enemy's fieet, and finding himself 
ready for a confliet, of the successful issu^, of 
which we may be assured that he had not a doubt. 
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Captain Dbwnie, on the &th df September, wrote 
to Sir George Prevost^ ihftirmittg him that it 
was his intention to Wei^h and proceed with his 
squadron, so as td approach Plattsbnrg Bay at 
day-break on the lOth, and to commence an im- 
mediate attack on the enemy's squadron, if it 
should be found anchored in a position to afford 
any chahee of success. Immediately upon the 
receipt of ihis letter. Sir George Prevost gave 
orders for the troops to be held in readiness to 
assault the enemy's works at the same time that 
the natal action should commence. On the 
10th, the flefet nbt making its appearance. Sir 
George Prevost addressed a letter to Captain 
DdwnSe, acknowledging the receipt of his com- 
munication of the#th, and acquainting him that, 
in consequence of it, the troops had been held 
in )*eadiness since six o'clock in the morning, to 
storm the eneriiy's works at nearly the same mo- 
ment as the naval action should conmience in 
the bay; that he ascribed the disappointment 
he had experienced to the unfortunate change of 
wind, and should rejoice to learn from him that 
his expectations had been frustrated by no other 
cadse. At day-break, on the 11th, Sir George 
PreVost proceeded to the quarters of Lieutenant- 
General de Rottenburg, (who was second in com- 
mand,) in company with the Adjutant-General, 
and acquainted him that, aS thfe wind was then 
fair, the fleet, unless prevented by accident, might 
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soon be expected^ and therefore directed him im- 
mediately to circulate the orders for the troops to 
hold themselves in readiness, as directed on the 
preceding day. This was immediately done by 
Captain Burke, Assistant- Adjutant-General, who 
personally delivered these orders to Major-Gene- 
rals Brisbane, Robinson, and Power, viz. to cook, 
and hold themselves in readiness as on the pre- 
ceding day. These orders were so delivered by 
Captain Burke before the fleet had made its ajh 
pearancCy and before the scaling of their guns 
was heard.. It seems by the time on shore to 
have been about eight o'clock when the , fleet 
was first discovered, and about nine. when it 
rounded Cumberland head, and stood into the 
Bay. Orders having been given by the Com- 
mander of the forces that . the batteries should 
open upon the enemy's works, the moment the 
naval action should commence, they were ac- 
cordingly opened, and actually commenced the 
fire a full quarter of an hour before the Confi- 
ance had fired a shot at the enemy's vessels. 
The fire from our shore-battery was so weH 
served, that the enemy's Lake battery, the only 
one which could possibly annoy our squadron, 
or afford protection to that of the enemy (but 
from which not a shot was fired in the direction 
of the Lake) was very soon silenced, and the 
men driven from it to seek shelter in the higher 
redoubt. Almost immediately upon the com- 
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mencemeUt of the naval action^ orders were des- 
patched for the troops to take their allotted 
positions for the assault of the enemy's works. 
In consequence of these orders, the two brigades 
under Major-Generals Robinson and Power, pro- 
ceeded in the rear of their Bivouacs, to approach 
the ford of the Saranac, which it was intended 
they should cross and proceed through the wood, 
in order to conceal their movements from the 
enemy, whose position it was then contempl94;ed 
to attack in reverse, the ground being broken 
and uneven, and the works much too strong to 
be attempted in front. Whilst these movements 
were making by our troops, which from their 
nature, must have been equally concealed from 
the fleet on the Lake, and from the enemy, Ma- 
jor-General Brisbane's brigade had fonned, and 
was ready to force the bridge of the Saranac, on 
the right of the enemy's position, as soon as 
the troops under Generals Robinson and Power 
should have passed the ford, and made their 
appearance before the enemy's works. These 
movements must necessarily have required time 
for their completion, but no person in the army 
for an instant doubted that the duration of 
the naval action would enable the troops ' to 
acconiplish the design of penetrating, by the 
ford, and throiigh the road, to the foot of the 
works which were the object of attack. Un-' 
iortunatdy, during this period, and whilst the 
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two fleets were still engaged, a wrong direction, 
hj the mistake of the guides, was taken through 
the wood which led to the ford of the Saranac. 
As soon as the error was discovered, the troops 
were counter-marched, but before they could re- 
cover the right direction, full three-quarters of an 
hour, and perhaps an hour was lost — an invalu- 
able portion of time, which, had not the mistake 
occurred, must have brought the troops to the 
very foot of the enemy's position. On ap- 
proaching the ford, it was found to be guarded 
by a strong force of the enemy on the other side. 
At this period cheers were distinctly heard, which 
General Robinson supposed to proceed, either 
from our squadron that had been successful, or 
from General Brisbane's brigade advancing to 
the assault. Major Cochrane was therefore de- 
spatched to head-quarters to ascertain the fact, 
and to learn whether there were any further 

orders. Upon his arrival there, the fleet having at 
that time surrendered. Sir George Prevost most 
reluctantly gave the order for the recal of the 
troops from the attack of the forts, and it is 
well known to those who were in his confidence, 
with what poignant regret he thus sacrificed his 
private feelings to what he considered his para- 
mount public duty. Upon Major Gochrane's 
return with these orders, he found that the troops 
had only been enabled to force the ford of the 
Saranac, and were then in the act of advancing 
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thf ONUgh the wood to the enexafs poi^ition. U&der 
these circumstances^ Geneml Rohmson felt him* 
self bound to obey the orders^ and the forces 
retired from the attack. 

Having thus given 4 full and correct state- 
ment of the circumstances which attended the 
enterprise against Plattsburg^ it is necessary 
to notice the animadversions which have been 
made upon the military character of $ir George 
Prevost^ in consequence of the unfortunate re- 
sult of that expedition. In no instance has the 
conduct of Sir George Prevost been attacked 
with more virulence and injustice^ than by the 
writer in the Quarterly Jlevie w, whose repre- 
sentations arcy as the reader must already have 
perceived, in the highest degree incorrect. 

The charges which have been brought for* 
ward by the Reviewer and by others are^ that 
Sir George Prevost improperly urged Captain 
Downie into action before his ship was ade-* 
quately prepared; that he disregarded the signal 
for the supposed cb-operation between the army 
and the fleets as solemnly agreed upon by him- 
self and Captdn Downie^ and neglected to as- 
sault the fort when our fleet was engaged with 
the enemy; and lastly, that he did not^ alter 
the defeat of our squadron, persist in his attack 
upon the fort, by which it is pretended, that our 
fleet might still have been saved. 

With regard to the accusation, that Captain 
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Downie was preraaturely hurried^ against his 
better judgment^ into an unequal contest with, 
the enemy^ the correspondence between that 
officer and Sir George Prevost already referred 
to, fully negatives any such supposition. The 
co-operation of the fleet being deemed essen- 
tially necessary to the success of the land-forces. 
Sir George Prevost was naturally anxious that 
Captain Downie should be prepared as early as 
possible to meet the enemy. It has been seen, 
that upon the 7th of Septembeir, Captain Dow- 
nie informed the Commander of the forces, that 
it would take a day or two at le^t, before the 
Confiance would be in an efficient state, and 
that the engagement did not take place till ' the 
11th, four days after the above communication. 
So far was Sir George Prevost from attempting 
by *^taunt and inuendo"* improperly to hurry 
the fleet into action, that in his letter to Cap- 
tain Downie, of the 9th of September, he says, 
'^ I need not dwell with you on the evils result- 
ing to both services from delay, as I am well 
convinced you have done every thing in your power 
to accelerate the armament and equipment of your 
squadron, and I am also satisfied that nothing 
will prevent its coming off Plattsburg the mo^ 
ment it is ready." On the same day Captain 
Downie announced his intention of commencing 



^ Review, p. 446, 



153 

an attack on the enemy's squadron the ensuing^ 
mornkig. Up to this time, therefore, it appears 
that however anxious Sir George Prevost was 
to make an immediate attack upon Plattsbujrg, 
for which purpose the assistance of the fleet was 
requisite, he never urged Captain Downie to 
engage the enemy while unprepared, but on the 
contrary, expressed his confidence that the mo- 
ment ^Aej^^^ was ready, it would appear before 
Pkttsburg. 

An expression in Sir George Prevost's letter, of 
the 10th, has indeed been construed by the Quaf- 
teriy Reviewer ittto a ' ■ taunt," which is supposed 
to have driven Captain Downie to an engagement 
against his cooler judgment. In that letter the 
Cdmmander of the forces, after informing Cap- 
tain Downie that in consequence of his commu* 
nication of the 9th, the troops had been held in 
readiness since six in the morning to storm th^ 
enemy's works : thus continues, *^ I ascribe the 
disappointment I have experienced to the un- 
fortunate change of wind, and shall rejoice to 
learn that my expectations have been frustrated 
by no other cause/' It must be obvious that 
many other causes, independent of the wind, 
might have prevented Captain Downie from 
sailing as he had intended to do on the 9th, al- 
though tlie state of the wind was in fact the 
fieal cause of the delay. In consequence of the 
despatch used in equipping his ship, articlei; 
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might have been overlooked or omitted^ which 
at the last moment only might have be^i Urn- 
covered to be indispensably necessary; accidents 
might have happened to different parts of the 
squadron in their progress, and even the rein- 
forcements of soldiers from the 39th, although 
they had been immediately ordered upon his re- 
quisition, might not, from various circumstances, 
have been supplied in time. All, or any of these 
causes mighty as they naturally did, suggest 
themselves to the mind of the Commander of 
the forces, and his anxiety to be correctly in- 
formed upon the subject, as naturally induced 
him to express himself to Captain Downie in 
the terms above stated. It is in the highest 
degree improbable, that Captain Downie could 
for a moment construe those expressions in an 
unfovourable sense. But whatever might have 
been his impression, it is evident, that a letter 
written on the 10th, could not have influenced 
the determination which he took on the 9th, of 
engaging the enemy the following morning. 

Nor will the assertion, that Sir George Pre- 
vQst disregarded the supposed signal of co-ope- 
ration, and neglected to attack the fort accord- 
ing to his promise, be more difficult to disprove. 
No such signal was in fact ever arranged, nor 
was any such promise ever given. The destruc- 
tion of the enemy's fleet being the primary ob- 
ject of the expedition, and ijntil that was effected. 
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the ulterior operations not being practieaUe, 
Sir George Prevost resolved not to assault the 
fort until he was satisfied that our squadron was 
^actually proceeding to attack the enemy. Of 
the result of the action when the fleets were 
once engaged^ neither the Commander of the 
forces^ nor any one in our army allowed them- 
selves to entertain a single doubt. That Sir 
George Prevost intended to assault the enemy's 
woiks simultaneously^ or nearly so^ with the 
commencement of the naval action^ s^nd that 
Captain Downie was aware of that determina- 
tion^ appears from the coixespondence between 
those officers. But that Captain Downie should 
have gathered £rom these communications any 
thing like a promise or agreement on the part 
of the Commander of the fD^ces io support^ as- 
sist^ or co-operate with him during the naval 
engagement^ is quite impossible. Sir George 
Prevost had satisfied himself by persoBal obser- 
vation^ and by the most accurate intelligence^ 
that the American fleet was aBchored out of 
range of the batteries^ and he must therefore 
have known that it was but of his power to offi^ 
iany support to Captain Downie. To have held 
forth to that officer any hope or promise of as- 
sistance was consequently out of the question. It 
was of the first ipiportaace^ with a view to the 
success of Sir George Prevost's opevations^ that 
the fleet should be engaged at the same tiine^ &f 
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before the fort was assaulted, but of no con- 
sequence whatever to Captain Downie> that 
the fort should be attacked sunultaneoiisly with 
the naval force. Sir Greorge Prevost, therefore, 
in his communications with the naval Coin- 
mander^ and particularly in his letter of the 10th, 
mentioned his intention of making nearly a si- 
multaneous . attack^ . as part of his own plan of 
operations, with which it was necessary that 
Captain Downie should be acquainted. It is 
hi^y probable^ that Captain Downie inferred 
from this' communication, that the attack on the 
fort which Sir George Prevost had been in rear 
diness to make on the inoming of the 10th, would 
be made at the time when the fleets should en- 
gage, but there is not the slightest ground for be- 
lieving that this expectation led him to place any 
reliance upon the land attack, as a co-operation 
in support of the naval force, or thai it induced 
him to hasten into action, at a time when he fdt 
unequal to it, or unprepared for the contest. 
Had he considered the expressions used by Sir 
George Prevost, in his letter of the 10th, as im- 
porting an agreement to assist him by a simul- 
taneous attack on shore, he would certainly have 
answered that communication, and have availed 
himself of the services of Captain Watson, who 
was left with him for that purpose, to express to 
the: Cominander of the forces his reliance on the 
promised aid, and his assurance that it was the 
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state of the wind alone, wiuch had prevented 
him from appearing with thie fleet on the morn- 
ing of the 10th, as he had intended. At the 
time when this letter was written hy the Com- 
mander of the forces, he was ignorant of the 
causes which had delayed the fleet, and he was 
ignorant, likewise, of Captain Downie's further 
intentions, with regard to the time when he would 
be prepared to attack the enemy's squadron. 
Had Captain Downie,' therefore, relied, in th6 
slightest degree, on the cooperation of the land 
forces, he would have informed Sir George Pre- 
vost of the exact time when he contemplated an 
engagement, that the troops on shore might be 
prepared to second his efforts. No r^ply, how- 
ever, was despatched by him to the Commander 
of the forces, who thus remained in uncertainty 
with regard to the actual state and condition of 
the squadron, and the intentions of its com- 
mander. Captain Watson, whose directions were 
to proceed immediately to head-quarters, with 
intelligience of the sailing of the squadron, should 
not Captain Downie have previously despatched 
him, did not arrive until after the fleet had made 
its appearance. It has, indeed, been asserted, by 
the Quarterly Reviewer, that the scaling of the 
guns of oiir squadron was to be the signal" for 
the advance of the columns of attack. This mis- 
statement appears to have arisen out of the evi- 
dence which was given before the Court-Ma*tial 
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on Captain Pring ; for in no other {)lace is any 
allusion to such a fact to be discovered. The 
error of that statement, which, without doubts 
was unintentional, is manifest. The signal in 
question is said to have been concerted with 
Major Coore on the 10th, when, in fact, no in- 
terview or communication whatever took pliu^e 
between him and Captain Downie on that day ; 
and that no such signal was mentioned to the 
former on the 8th, the day on which he did see 
Captain Downie, is a fact to which the Major (how 
Colonel Coore) is ready to bear witness. In all 
probability Captain Watson, who was with Cap- 
tain t)ownie on the 10th, was the person who 
was mistaken for Major Coore, and to him Cap- 
tain Downie might have communicated his in- 
tention of scaling his guns, previous to roimding 
Cumberland Head, in order to announce to ttie 
Conrniander of the forces the approach of the . 
squadron. Whatever may have been the nature 
of Captain Downie's communication by Captain 
Watson, it is certain that it never reached Sir 
George Prevost. 

It has thus been shewn, that there was not 
even an understanding between Sir Greorge Pre- 
vost and Captain Downie, that the^ attack by 
land and sea should take place simultaneously, 
for the purpose of affording protection or sup- 
port to our squadron, much less that there ex- 
feted any ''solemn agreement" to that effect. 
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It must also be evident^ from the previous state^ 
ment, that the attack on shore did actually take 
place at the commencement of the naval action^ 
and that the sudden and unexpected termination 
of the latter engagement alone prevented the 
prosecution of the military operations. Orders, 
as we have already shewn, had been given by Sir 
George Prevost, on the 9th, for the troops to 
hold themselves in readiness for the attack of 
the enemy's works on the morning of the lOth, 
and those orders were accompanied, as every 
military man knows, and as^ the Reviewer* him- 
self must hare known, is usual> by an order to 
cooky when the time will admit-t It has also 
been shewn, that early on the mbming of the 
11th, and before the fleet was in sight, or the 
scaling of their guns was heard, similar orders 
were circulated for the troops to hold themselves 
in readiness for the attack, and so well prepared 
were the forces on shore to make the attack, 
that almost at the same iHomeni when the Con- 
fiance began to engage the enemy, the troops 
were in motion for the assault. Our batteries. 



♦ Review, p. 446. 

-{- In the celebrated actioii bifttween our fleet, commanded by 
Lord Howe, and that of the French, oh the Ist of June, 1794, 
whilst they were in sight of each other, and preparing for ac- 
tion, the order was given for our men to go to breakfast. See 
Trenton's Naval History, vol. i. p. 272—307, 
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as mentidned above^ opened on'tW eaetay^a 
works some time before the commencement of 
the naval action on the part of the Confiance. 
Until confidently assured that the fleets would 
engage (and many circumstances might have iik- 
tervened to prevent it even after the appearance 
of our squadron) Sir George Prevost felt that it 
would be highly imprudent in him to commence 
the attack; but the moment he learned that 
Captain Downie was actually in contact with the 
enemy^ the troops were immediately ordered to 
take their position for the assault. 

Although our naval official accounts of the 
transaction state the engagement to have lasted 
for two hours and a half^ that is from eight o'clock 
in the morning until half-past ten^ when' the Con^ 
fiance struck, the American naval account, which 
is corroborated by the testimony of all who wit- 
nessed the action from the shore, represents the 
e^agement to have terminated in about an hour 
and a half. The American account also cor* 
responds with the statements of our officers on 
shorCi that our fleet did not round Cumberland 
Head until between eight and nine o'clock, be- 
fore which time all the statements of persons 
on shore agree in admitting that the action did 
not begin on the part of our fleet. With regard 
to the period when the engagement terminated, 
all the accounts appear to coincide. It has al- 
ready been shewn, that notwithstanding the un- 
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fortunate mistake of the attacking columns tak- 
ing a wrong route, they had at that very period 
forced the ford of the Saranac, and were then in 
the vicinity of the enemy's works, and prepared 
to make an instant assault, and that the unex- 
pected result of the naval action was the sole 
cause which induced Sir George Prevost to 
countermand that assault. It now remains to 
explain more fully the reasons of the Commander 
of the forces for givmg those orders, which will 
afford an answer to the last charge brought 
again9t him. 

It has been often and cbnfidently asserted, that 
both the enemy's squadron and our own were 
within reach of the guns of the works. It is 
not, therefore, surprising that an unfavourable 
impression should have been made upon the 
minds of many persons with regard to the policy 
of not persevering in an attack, which might, 
under such circumstances, have led to the reco* 
very of our own fleet, or the destruction of that 
of the enemy. The fact of the relative situation 
of the two squadrons and of the enemy's works, 
has, like most of the other facts connected with 
this expedition, been grossly misrepresented. 
Had an opportunity beien offered by a public 
investigation of the transaction, it could and 
would have been satisfistctorily proved, that nei- 
ther of the fleets was within the range of the 
enemy's guns from any part of their works, and 

M 



162 

that their own squadron was anchored more 
than a mile and a half from the shore. 

The grounds of the Reviewer's statement 
upon this subject it is impossible to ascertain ; 
but^ in opposition to what he affirms* on the 
testimony of Captain Fringe and *' numerous 
other eye-witnessesy' it can be proved by testi- 
mony from on board the Confiance, as well as 
by officers without number on shore, that she 
was taken possession of within half an hour 
after she struck ; and it can also be proved, in 
opposition to the decided opinion of the num- 
ber of officers, who are stated to have visited 
Piattsburg after the peace, that the anchorage 
of the American squadron was not within range 
of the forts. 

The evidence of the greater part of the Ge- 
neral Officers accompanying the expedition to 
Piattsburg, who viewed the naval action ; of the 
commanding officer, and others of the Artillery; 
of naval men on boaM of our fleet, and of va- 
rious other persons on shore, could and would 
have been produced upon the trial of the ques«- 
tion, had it taken place, in proof of the fact as 
here stated. But independently of all opinion 
upon the subject, is it probable or credible that 
the American naval Commander would have 
placed his squadron in such a situation, that by 

,' *■ " ■ ■ ■ ' ; • 1 " ' ..■,.■■ , «..>.• . 

* Eeyiew, p. 446, 
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possibility they could be annoyed or injured 
from works which he saw it was the evident in- 
tention of Sir George l^revost to attack, and 
which he must have felt convinced would in 
such a case have fallen ? That he was aware of 
the danger to which his squadron was exposed 
by its vicinity to the forts, appears from the cir- 
cumstance before adverted to, of his having 
moved further into the Bay from the station 
which he occupied on the 6th, the day of the 
arrival of our troops before Plattsburg. The 
position which the American Commander thus 
took, was one in which, according to his judg- 
ment, he could not have been annoyed by the 
fall of the works on shore, an event for which 
he was prepared. This opinion was expressed 
in the presence of a British officer who had 
been made priscmer during the naval action. The 
same opinion was entertained by Captain Hen- 
ley, of the American brig. Eagle, who had him- 
self reconnoitred the position in which the fleet 
was anchored, and which upon his report was 
selected by the American Commander, because 
it was evidently out of the range of the guns 
from the shore. If any thing more were want- 
ing in confirmation of this feet, it wiB be amply 
supplied by the opinions of the two officers most 
capable of forming a correct judgment on the 
subject. The following letters of Commodore 
MacdoQOUgh and General Macomb, the Ameri- 
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can Naval and Military Commanders^ wiB^ it 
is apprehended^ set the question at rest in the 
mind of every unprejudiced person. 

** Porttwumth, New Hamp$hire, 
July 3, 1815. 

" Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 26th ult. came 
to haiid yesterday ; the letter you addressed to 
me at Washington has not been received, or it 
assuredly should have been attended to. 

In reply to yours of the 26th ult. it is my 
opinion that our squadron was anchored one 
mile and a half from the batteries at Plattsburg, 
during the contest between it and the British 
squadron on the 11th September, 1814. 

I am, with much respect, 
Ydur obedient servant, 
(Siigned) J. Macdonough/" 

" Cadtor. CoUen, Egq." 



if 



** aty of New York, Jime 1&, 1815, 

Sir, 



I should have replied earlier to your 
letter of the 26th ultimo, had it not been mislaid 
amidst a mass of communications on the subject 
of the army. 

With respect to the distance of the American 
squadron from the batteries at Plattsburg, I will 
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state that it is my decided opinion that the 
squadron was moored beyond the effectual range 
of the batteries, and this I know from a fruit- 
less attempt made to elevate our guns so as to 
bear on the British squadron during the action 
of the 1 1th of September last. No guns, how- 
ever, were fired, all being convinced that the 
vessels were beyond their reach. This opinion 
was strengthened by observations on the actual 
range of the guns of the Confiance — her heaviest 
metal falling several hundred yards short of the 
shore, when closely engaged with our vessels. 
With a hope that this reply will be satisfac- 

tory, I s.1»oribe my«l« 

Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) Ai^ex. Macomb/' 

^5 Cadwr. B. Golden, J&g." 






New Vdrk, August 1, 1816. 

Sir, 

In reply to your letter, of the 30th 
ult. asking the distance of the American squa- 
dron from the batteries of Plattsburg, on the 
11th day of September, 1814, while engaged 
with the British squadron, I will state that it 
is my decided opinion that the American squa- 
dron was upwards of three thousand yards dis^ 
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taut from the batteries^ being confirmed in that 
belief from obsenrations made on the actual range 
of the heaviest guns of the British ship. Con- 
fiance^ when fired towards the batteries, the balls 
fistlling short upwards of five hundred yards* 
With respectM consideration, 

I am. Sir, 
Tour obedient servant, 
(Signed) Alsx. Macomb." 

'* To Cadmr. R. Cokkm, Etq/' 

If therefore our squadron could not have been 
recovered, or that of the enemy annoyed w in* 
jured by the capture of their works on shore^ it 
may be asked, what advantages could have re- 
sulted from persevering in the attack ? It has 
been already shewn that the primary object of 
this expedition was the destruction of the enemy's 
flotilla on the Lake. Had that object been ac- 
complished, Plattsburg might have been occu- 
pied by our troops, and from thence, with the 
assistance of our squadron, they might have been 
transported to other parts of the Lake for the 
fUrth^ annoyance of the enemy. The loss of 
our squadron, however, immediately rendered 
att tbQse important operations impracticable. 
Without the assistance of a fleet, nothing be* 
yond thQ occupation of Plattsburg could have 
been accotx^shed. That Plattsbui^ would have 
fisdlen, neither the Commander of the forces,^ nor 
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a ttian under him, could have eutertaineda doubt 
The enemy were indeed strongly entrenched^ 
and under works, which afforded complete i^hel^ 
ter to several thousand expert marksmen, from 
whose fire our troops must have suffered most 
severely ; but granting, that after a considerable 
loss, we had carried the enemy's works, what 
adequate advantages should we have gained ? To 
lietain Plattsburg was not possible without the 
assistance of a fleet, which would have been 
necessary to the provisioning of our army ; a 
retreat, therefore, after destroying all we could 
not carry away, would have been indispensable. 
Such was, however, the state of the season and 
(^ the weather^ that 24 hours delay in retiring 
with our troops to Canada, wouid not only 
have made such a measure dangerous, from the 
advance of the enemy in every direction, but 
would have rendered the conveyance of our 
ordnance and stores exceedingly difficult, if not 
impossible. The militia of the state of New 
-York and Vermont were turning out, and ra- 
pidly increasing in numbers; and although in 
the open field our troops would justly have 
despised them, they would have proved most 
formidable in the woods, and hanging upon the 
jSank and rear of a retreating army. Sir George 
Prevost knew Uiat he had oiUy togive the word, 
and that his gallant Uroops would accomplish 
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sU his wishes,^ but he knew at the same time 
how useless the acquisition would be^ and how 
costly the sacrifice at which it was probable it 
would be made. He was also bound to bear in 
mind the instructions of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, with regard to the committal of the force 
under him, so necessary for the preservation of 
the Provinces entrusted to his care. 

He therefore wisely determined to retreat, 
whilst retreat was practicable, and whilst it could 
be effected with the least possible loss. The or- 
der was accordingly given for that purpose, and 
such was the energy and promptitude of the ex- 
ecution, that the retreat was conducted without 
the smallest molestation from the enemy, who, 
in &ct, were not aware of it until it was n^ly 
completed. Notwithstanding the almost im- 
passable state of the roiads, from the rains which 
were falling, not a gun was left behind; and, 
although the subject has been much exagge- 
rated, yet in fact only a very small quantity 



* Notwithstanding the opinion entertained by Sir Greorge 
Frevost and the army regarding the probable fall of Platts^ 
buvgi it must be recollected that failure was possible, and that 
nearly at this very period we had been disappointed in our 
attempts both upon Baltimore and New Orleans. The opinion 
of the Americans themselves upon this subject, will be found 
well expressed in an extract fVom a Burlington paper (State of 
Vermont) of that period^ given in the Appendix, No. XXX]* ; 
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of provisions and stores/ together with fifteen 
wounded men in hospital^ was left to the enemy^. 
Of deserters^ the utmost amount was under 300 
men^ which was the consequence, not as has 
been falsely asserted, of the retreat j^ but of the 
ndvance, many of them having deserted upon 
our entry, and as we afterwards penetrated into 
the American territory ; a consequence which 
ahnost invariably attended every attack upon 
their frontier, and was most strongly manifested 
in Colonel Scott's expedition, in December, 1813, 
against part of General Wilkinson's army, when, 
out of a force of not more than 500 men, he lost 
upwards of 90 by desertion. 

The exaggerated account of this retreat hav- 
ing induced his Majesty's government to call 
upon Sir George Prevost for a more particular 
detail of the losses attending it, it appears, by 
Sir George Prevost's reply to. Lord Bathurst's 
despatch on the subject, together with the do- 
cuments accompanying it, that the whole loss 
in killed, wounded, prisoners, and deserters, from 
the time of the army entering the American ter- 
ritory, imtil it was withdrawn, did not. amount 
to 500 men. This affords a complete answer to 
one of the Reviewer's concluding misHstate- 
ments, that when Sir George Prevost wrote the 
despatch from Montreal, though dated at Platts- 

* Review, p. 447. .. 
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burg,^ '^ he kn^w that the desertion of 800 meo 
had attended his shameful defeat." 

The unfortunate loss of our fleet, and the con- 
sequent withdrawing of our troops from the Ame- 
rican territory, afforded an opportunity to the 
party opposed to Sir George Prevost s civil td^ 
ministration in Canada, of which they immedi- 
ately and eagerly availed themselves, of circu- 
lating the most unfounded statements, and the 
most exaggerated accounts, with respect to both 
those transactions. These were industrioui^y 
transmitted to England by a private ship be** 
longing to one of Sir George Prevost's most 
violent opponents, and upon their arrival, and 
in the absence of any o£Bicial accounts of the 
transactions to which they referred, they cheated 
a general belief that the disastrous result of the 
naval action had been occasioned by a want of 
co-operation from the shore; that the retreat 
had been conducted in a precipitate and dis- 
graceful manner ; that a severe loss of men, guns, 
stores, and provisions, had been the consequence 
of it; and that the whole army was indignant at 
the conduct of their commander. The arrival 
of Sir George Prevost's despatches, together 
with the ex{danations afforded, as well by them 
as by the person to whom they had been given 
in charge, could not fiul to undeceive His A!k* 

• Review, p. 448. 
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jesty'd Governiiaent on this subject, and to con* 
vince them of the grossness of the nuftre^reden- 
tations which had gone forth. Had not some 
expressions in Sir James Yeo's letter, accom* 
panying the account of the naval action^ been 
construed into charges against Sir George Pre* 
rost, which, in justice to him, as well as to the 
public, it was deemed proper to call upon him 
to answer, there cannot be a doubt but that the 
further management of the war in the Canadas 
would still have been entrusted to the Com- 
mander who had hitherto so successfully con- 
ducted it. Even if the subsequent conduct of 
Sir James Yeo did not afford ample proof of the 
fact, there is not wanting other evidence to shew 
that the letter in question was written by him 
under the irritation of the moment, and in con- 
sequence of Captain Pring's communication to 
him of the result of the naval action, but with-' 
out any intention of making a charge against Sir 
George Prevost, and without the most distant 
idea that it could be so construed. Sir James 
Yeo must have possessed too honourable a mind 
to become a guest in Sir George Prevost's fa- 
mily, and to partake of his attention and hospi* 
tality, had he for a moment supposed that his 
public letter, on the subject of the naval action 
at Plattsburg, could have been construed into a 
formal accusation. Had he really meant itas such, 
he would most undouMedly, in a manly and open 
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manner, have communicated the proceeding he 
had adopted to the party accused ; and, under 
9uch circumstances, would, no less certainly, have 
refused the kindness and attention of the person 
of whom he had publicly expressed so unfavour- 
able an opinion. That this must have been the 
case may further be inferred, from the circum- 
stance that, although Sir George Prevost was 
recalled to answer the charges, amounting to 
three in number, supposed to be contained in 
Sir James Yeo's letter, it was not imtil more 
than four months after both these ojficers ar- 
rived in England, that the precise charges upon 
which he was to take his trial, were officiaUy 
communicated to him, and which charges di£Eered 
materially from those in Sir James Yeo's letter. 
Whether, under these circumstances. Sir James 
Yeo would have supported the charges, had the 
investigation taken place, cannot now be deter- 
mined; but a confident appeal may be made to, 
the intelligent reader, whether, upon the facts 
disclosed in these pages being made known, such 
an attempt must not have utterly failed. 

With regard to the naval action on. Lake 
Champlain, we are unwilling to say more than 
may be necessary for the vindication of the cha- 
racter and condtict of Sir George Prevost. The 
real causes of the disastrous result of that af- 
fair, were such as particularly belong to naval 
actions, and which, when they do occur, must 
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materially influence the issue of the conflict. It 
is not a little remarkable^ that the naval Courtr 
martial on Captain Pring and his officers^ should 
have overlooked or disregarded these causes ; 
and it is greatly to be regretted, that they should 
have thought themselves justified in ascribing 
the disaster to the conduct of Sir George Pre- 
vost/and in passing so severe a censure lipon an 
officer of another service, of whose orders and 
instructions they must necessarily have been ig- 
norant, and who was neither present to defend 
himself, nor amenable to their jurisdiction. It is 
clear that it was Captain Downie's intention, on 
going into action, to lay his own ship, in the size 
and strength of which he seemed to place' great 
confidence, along side of the Americia>n Commo^ 
dofe ; but the unfortunate failure of the wind, be- 
fore he could accomplish this object; obliged him 
to anchor at a distance of more than half a mile 
from his opponent; the same circumstance alsio 
induced Captain Pring, in the Linnet, to take his 
situation still farther from the enemy. But evep 
this disadvantage would probably not have been 
attended with the consequences which afterwards 
ensued, had Captain Downie's invaluable life been 
spared, and had all imder him done their duty. 
The Finch, in going into action, grounded out of 
the line of fire, and was shortly afterwards taken 
possession of by the enemy. The gun-boats, 
when the action commenced, were considerably 
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distant from the enemy's line, and slowly pulling 
up in apparent confusion. The Chub, yery 
shortly after the action, having her cables shot 
away, drifted into the enemy's line, and was 
obliged to surrender. The Confiance, it would 
thus appear, being left nearly alone to bear the 
brunt of the whole action ; the greater part of 
the enemy's fire being directed against her; the 
two schooners gone, and the gun-boats, with the 
exception of two or three, taking no part in the 
contest, it is not to be wondered at, that against 
such fearfiil odds, the men could not be kept to 
their guns, and that, notwithstanding the exer* 
tions and bravery of the officers, she was com- 
pelled to surrender. The real causes of the dis- 
aster must, therefore, be sought for in the un- 
favourable circumstances under which the action 
commenced; in the squadron's not taking the 
station which Captain Downie had designed 
they should ; in the early loss of that officer ; 
the grounding of the Finch ; the surrender of 
the Chub, and the desertion of the gun*-boafs 
— circumstances more than sufficient to ac^ 
count for the capture of our squadron, without 
having recourse to a reason which the gallant 
Downie would have scorned to assign, and 
which we have already shewn to be without 
the slightest foundation — namely, the want of a 
co-operation from the army. Had even the gun- 
boats done their duty, the result of the action 
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mighty and probably would^ have been widely 
different^ as the men on board of the Confianee 
assigned it as one reason for their refusing to 
stand to their guns^ that the gun-boats keeping 
at a distance^ the whole fire of the enemy was 
directed against the Confianee. The Commander 
of these gun-boats, it is to be observed, was so 
sensible of his own misconduct, that he shortly 
after the action, made his escape from Kingston, 
and was not afterwards heard of. The removal 
of Captain Fisher from the command of the Lake 
Champlain squadron, precisely at the period 
when it was about to be employed in the ser- 
vice before mentioned, was particularly unfor- 
tunate ; and it was no less so that his zealous 
offer to Captain Downie, to serve under him in 
command of the gun-boats, could not be ac- 
cepted by that ofiicer. 

In the month of March, 1815, Sir George Pre- 
vdst received the despatch communicating to 
him the Prince Regent's pleasure, that he should 
return to England to answer the charges pre* 
ferred against him by Sir James Yeo, mid a 
commission was, at the same time, transmitted 
to Lieutenant-General Drummond, revoking the 
appointment of Sir George Prevost as Govemor- 
in-Chief and Commander of the forces in the 
Canadas, and authorizing General Drummond 
to assume, provisionally, the chief civil and mili- 
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tary command of those Provinces. By this mea- 
sure^ Sir George Prevost was compelled either 
to remain for six weeks, witil the navigation of * 
the St. Lawrence should be open — a private in- 
dividual in the country over which he had so 
lately presided as its chief magistrate, and ex- 
posed to the observations of all who had been 
hostile to his measures,--^or to encounter at a 
most inclement season the fatigue and dangers 
of a journey, to.be performed, frequently on foot, 
through the wilderness to New Brunswick. His 
high and honourable feelings did not permit him 
to hesitate for a moment as to the course which 
it was his duty to pursue, and he immediately 
quitted his government. It was no inconsider- 
able consolation to him, under circumstances like 
these, to know that he carried with him on his 
departure the regret and the good wishes of 
the inhabitants of Canada, which were mani- 
fested, not only by the different addresses and 
letters* which were presented to him upon this 
occasion, but in a still more striking manner, by 
the terms of a vote of the House of Representa- 
tives, who proposed to present to their late Gk>- 
vernor-General a service of plate of the value of 
5,000/. This munificent act, though honoured 
with the approbation of the Prince Regent, was 
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* Vide Appendix, No. XXXII, 
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not carried into effect^ in consequence of a re- 
fusal to accede to it on ^the^ part .of the legisla- 
tive council.* 

On the arrival of Sir George Prevdst in Eng-^ 
land, in the month of May, 1815, it was evident 
that his constitution had suffered a fatal injury: 
His health had yielded to the excessive fatigues 
of his journey to New Brunswick; and his ill- 
ness was aggravated by the delays which he ex- 
perienced tn urging forward the investigation 
which he so earUestly desired. Notwithstand-^ 
ing all his efforts, the Coiirt-martial was not di- 
rected to assemble before the month of January, 
1816 — a delay which proved fatal to his hopes. 
He died on the 5th January, 1816, in the 49th 
year of his age.f 

That Sir George Prevost was a zealous, ac-' 

* A further confirmation of the taiYOuxaAAe l^etitiments en- 
tertained in Canada, on the ^subject of Sir George Prevost's 
conduct and services, during the war, will be found in the ex- 
tracts given in the Appendix, No. XXXIII. from Christie's Me- 
moirs of the Administration of the Government of Lower Ca- 
nada, and Bouchette's Topographical Account of that Province. 

t Sir G. Prevost's family, at the time of his decease, con- 
sisted of his widow and three children, \iz. the present Sir 
George Prevost and two daughters. > He likewise left two bro- 
thers, Major-General Wm< Prevost, late Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the 67th regiment, and James Prevost, Esq. Post-Captain in 
the Royal Navy. A monument to the memory of her husband 
was- erected by Lady Prevost in Winchester Cathedral, with the 
inscription which will be found in the Appendix,' No. XXXIV. 

N 
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tive, and fsithfial wnani to hiB king and ooim* 
try, the preceding pagtiB are amply msffie«ent ta 
prove. The defence of Dominica, aiid the prer 
aervation of the Canadas against greatly superior 
forces, attested his merits as an cMfllcet^ and eli- 
cited the admiration of some of the first soldios 
o[ the age. His system, upon both occa^n^, was 
necessarily a defensive one ; and he has, l^re^ 
fore, lost mudi of that eclat which attadies to 
more iBu^ve operations. But had hu field of 
action been different, he would, dottbtless, have 
displayed the same gallant and enterprising spirit 
which distinguished him <m form^ occasions, 
and particularly when he led the assault ot 
Mome Fortun^e, in the island of St. Lude. Of 
his total disregard of personal con^derations, 
and of his readiness to sacrifice his own fame 
for the promotion of the great interests com- 
mitted to him in America, there cannot be a 
stronger proof than that afforded by his eon? 
duct at Plattsburg. He must have been wel! 
aware that the capture of the works, especi- 
cially after the loss of the fleet, would be con- 
sidered by the public in general as a fariltis^t 
exploit, which could not &il to add to his mi* 
litary reputation ; and he must also have fore- 
seen the popular outcry which the resolution he 
adopted would occasion. But those personi|l 
feelings gave way to consjiderations of far gj^ai&s 
weight in the mrind of a wise, humane, and hxh 
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nourable solcGer. Sir Georgte Pretost had justly 
calculated the coniaequences of his probable suc- 
cess — ^a great loss of valuable lives, the imme- 
diate abandonment of his conquest, and an una- 
voidable and difficult retreat. Although these 
considerations were far from obvious, and not of a 
nature to be justly appreciated by the public at 
large, he chose, without hesitation, that line of 
conduct which his judgment and heart approved. 
Bad, notwithstanding his conviction that thii^ 
determination would necessarily expose him to 
inudi unmerited odium, he resolutely adopted 
it. His subsequent recal, and premature de- 
cease, were undoubtedly the consequences of 
this measure ; but his country will not faU, fi- 
nally, to do justice to the purity of his motives, 
and, on an impartial review of his conduct, to 
rmk him amongst its ablest and most faithful 
-defenders.* 

As a civil governor. Sir George Prevost had 
the gratification of knowing that he was inva- 
riahly este^ned and respected by the people 
<iver whom he was placed. His zeal and devo^ 
tioh to bis duties, both in his civil and military 
character, were eminently conspicuous. No per- 
sonal consideroiions, no fatigue, no dangers, ever 



♦ The motives by which Sir George Prevost was actuated, 
'upon this occasion, are forcibly expressed in his private des- 
patdi to Lord Bathurst, given in the Appendix, No. XXXV. 
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interfered with what he esteemed the good of the 
service. Over the public interests he watched 
with the most sedulous attention. In private 
life, he was remarkable for the purity of his moral 
character, for the generosity of his heart, and for 
his pleasing and conciliatory manners. 

In consequence of the lamented death of Sir 
Greorge Prevost, at the very period when he was 
on the point of substantiating, before a compe- 
tent tribunal, his mnocence of the charges pre- 
ferred agamst him, the caxe of his honour and 
reputation devolved upon his widow ; nor did 
she neglect this sacred trust. Soon after Sir 
George Prevost's decease, his brother. Colonel 
William Augustus Prevost, addressed a letter to 
His Royal Highness the Commander-inChief, m 
which, after stating, the distressing situation in 
which Sir George Prevost's family were placed, 
he requested that an investigation of his bro- 
ther's conduct might be ordered before a court 
of inquiry. A reference to the Judge- Advocate 
was made upon the subject, who was of opinion 
that such an inquiry could not properly be in- 
stituted. Immediately after this determination, 
Lady Prevost represented, by letter, to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, the painful circumstances in 
which she was placed. She intreated his Royal 
Highness to extend his protection to herself and 
her family, and to procure from His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent a gracious consideration 
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of iheir claims^ to such marks of distihctioh as 
might be due to the memory of the deceased. 
The rieceipt of this letter was acknowledged by 
the Commander-in-Chief, who assured Lady Pre- 
vost, that he would gladly do any thing calcu- 
lated to alleviate her distress, but that he de- 
clined interfering with the Prince Regent on the 
subject, to whom he was of opinion it could 
only be regularly submitted by His Majesty's 
ministers. 

A memorial was accordingly drawn up by Lady 
Prevost, which was submitted to the Prince Re- 
gent through the regular channel. His Royal 
Highness, having taken the same into considera- 
tion, was graciously pleased publicly to express 
the high sense entertained by him of the ser- 
vices of Sir George Prevost; conferring, at the 
same time, as a mark of his approbation, addi- 
tional armorial bearings to the arms of his fa-^ 
mily. 

The following grant of heraldic distinctions 
appeared in the London Gazette of 11th Sep^ 
tember, 1816. 

'' Whitehall, September 3rd. — His Royal High-^ 
ness the Prince Regent, taking into his royal 
consideration the distinguished conduct and ser-* 
.vices of the late Lieutenant-General Sir George 
Prevost, Baronet, during a long period of con- 
stant active employment in situatioi^s of great 
trust, both military and civil, in the course of 
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which his gallantry, zeal, and able conduct were 
particularly cUsplayed at the conquest of the 
island of St. Lucie, in 1803, and of Martinique^ 
in 1809 ; as also, in successfuUy opposing, with 
a small garrison, the attack made in 1805 by a 
numerous French force upon the island of Do- 
minica, then under his goremment ; and while 
Governor-General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the British provinces in North America, in the 
defence of Canada against the repeated inva»- 
Bions perse veringly attempted by the American 
forces during the late war; and His Royal High*- 
ness being desirous of evincing, in an especial 
manner, the sense which his Royal Highness en- 
tertains of these services, by conferring upon his 
ftmily a lasting memorial of His Majesty's royal 
fevour, hath been pleased, m the name and on 
the behalf of His Majesty, to ordain that the 
supporters followii^ may be borne and used by 
Dame Catherine Anne Prevost, widow of the 
late Lieutenant-General Sir George Prevost, 
during her widowhood ; viz. ^ On either side a 
grenadier of the 16th (or Bedfordshire) regiment 
of foot, eadi supporting a banner; that on the 
dexter side inscribed '' West Indies,'' and that 
mi the sinister, '^ Canada;" and the said sup^ 
porters, together with the notto servatum tmm, 
may also be borne by Sir George Prevost, Ba- 
ronet, son and heir of the said late Lieutenant- 
Gefneral, and by his successors in the said dig** 
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duly exemplified accordkig to the law9 of aamas^^ 
aad recoirded in the Herald^s office. And Hisr 
Royal Highness hath also been pleased to eom* 
mand^ that the wid cpneession and especial maark. 
of Royid &vofir be registered in His Majesty'a 
CoDege of Arms." 

Whilst the impartiafity of His Majesty's Go- 
rermnent towards the servants of the public is 
strongly evidenced by the reeal of Sir George! 
Prevost from his command in the CaoEiadas, xa^ 
d&t the circumstanees before stated^ their sense 
0f justice is no less strongly manifested by the 
above grant of posthumous honours to his femUy^ 
whose feelings of safcisfiictioa were greatly height^ 
ened by the gratifying manner in which His 
Royal Highness the Coab[UMinder4n^Chief was 
{leased to exprees himself upon this occasion, 
in die foUowing letter. 

^ Borse Gitardg, VJih September, 1810; 

^' Mad^mii 
'^ I have U% acknowledge the receipt of you^r 
Ladyship's letter of the ISth inst., and to aissure 
you that I am highly gratified to find that His 
Majesty's Government has adopted a measure 
gratefcd to your feelings and honc^rable to &e 
ttMiory of your late distinguished husband. 

I am^ Madam^ 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) Frsdbrick/' 

Lady Prevost, 
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' Lady Prev^t havii^ thus satkfiM^rity ac- 
complished the great wish of her heart, the 
vindication of her husband's injured £une, was 
ahnost immediately afterwards attacked by an 
alarming disorder, evidently occasioned by her 
severe afflictions, under which, after suffering 
for several years, she finally sunk in 182L* The 
fieunily of Sir George Prevost, deprived by an 
untimely death of one parent; and called upon 
to witness the calamitous state, of the other, 
were neither able nor willing, under sudi. cir- 
cumstances, to enter into, any further, discussion 
upon the merits of their &ther*s conduct,' in 
reply to the anonymous attacks made upon it 
They knew that in the opinion of every unpre- 
judiced person, his military character had been 
fully redeemed from the obloquy cast upon it, 
by the high and honorable approbation bestowed 
upon it by his Sovereign, and they.had hoped 
that this strong attestation to Sir George Pre- 
vost's worth would have sheltered his namefrom 
further attack or reproach. The article in the 
Quarterly Review having disappointed them in 
this rieasonable expectation, it has become impe- 
native upon them to prepare the present state- 
9ient. Whatever were the objects and motives 
of the Reviewer, it is certainly not too much 

• Lady Prevost -was the eldest daughter of Major-General 
Phipps, Qf th^ Koyid Engineers. 
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to say^ that he has deliberatdy advanced chaag^ 
which he knew to be unfounded. The just fed- 
mgs of indignation which every page of the ar- 
ticle in question is calculated to excite^ were 
restrained by the persuasion alone^ that it was 
only requisite that the real facts of the case 
should b^ made known^ to rescue the memory 
of m honorable and gallant officer from the as- 
persions thus wantonly cast upon it, Jn the 
Reviewer's assertions^ with regard to the prepa- 
rations for the war ; the care of our Provincial 
Marine; the orders given to the subordinate 
Commanders; the attack upon Sackett's Har^ 
hour; tl^e reinforcing of General Procter's di** 
vision; the neglect of Captain Barclay's de- 
mands ; the successes of General Vincent^ Lievh 
tenant-Colonel Harvey^ and others ; the dispo- 
sal of the troops which arrived from Bourdeaux^ 
and the expedition against Plattsburg ; in all of 
these inst^ices^ the Reviewer has been convicted^ 
by the most unimpeachable evidence^ of shame- 
ful inaccuracy, and in many of them of gross 
ignoranqe and of wilfiil misrepresentation. In 
ascribing to. the Commander of the forces in the 
Canadas '' vacillation, indecision, and error" at 
t/he commencement of the war, it has beei^ shewn 
that the Reviewer was totally ignorant of, or 
misconceived the grounds and motives of his 
policy an4 conduct;, which in the very instances^ 
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wfected by the critic for censiire^ received tlie 
pomted approbatHm of TBb Majesty's C^em- 
ment. To ^ the waat of talent^ energy, and 
enterprise,'' of which the Revieww has not sent- 
]4ed to accuse SSr Cieorge Prevost in the prose* 
cntion of the war, have been opposed the vari* 
COS measures in which his vigikmee ttid tore- 
s%ht were consiHcuous, in planning and direct in g 
those successful operations, the merit of whidi 
the Reviewer would give to the subordinate 
Commanders alone. To the diarge d neglect- 
ing to preserve our marine ascendancy on Lake 
Ontario and Lake Erie, whidi the Reviewer has 
styled ^the most fatal and palpable erroi^ of 
1^ George Prevost, and the <me in which his 
imbecility (^judgment and action was most fli* 
grant,** a reply has been given not only by focts, in 
direct contradiction to his assertiens, but 1^ the 
letters of the Naval Commanders en both Lakes; 
the one from Sir James Yeo, who commanded 
in chief, in strong approbation of the genemi 
attention of the Commander of the forces to the 
Marine service, and the other from dptain Bar- 
day, directly asserting the Iklsehood of the Re- 
viewer's statement. The true causes of the fail- 
ures at Sackett's Harbour and at Plattsbuirg, 
which have been so unjustly attributed to Sir 
George Prerost's misconduct, have been dis- 
tinctly pointed out, and the wisdom and energy 
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of his proceadingB^ upon both thode expeditioni^^ 
clearly established. To the Reviewer's laboiired 
attempts throughout the whole article^ to prove 
that Sir George Prevost was not the real de- 
fender of the Canadas, an answer has been given, 
by shewing, that for three campaigns those pro- 
vinces were preserved, whilst he held the chief 
command in them, from the persevering attempts 
of a powerful and superior enemy, and that to 
his unwearied (effi>rts, the inhabitants repeatedly 
expressed their firm convicticu that they were 
mainly indebted for their safety. 

The e^tpression of concern and indignation 
with which the appearance of this Review was 
instantly met anftongst all who were in any de^ 
gree qualified t6 form a judgment upon the sub^ 
ject, was highly consolatory to the wounded 
feelings of Sir George Prevost'^ fomily. They 
have in particular, the greatest satisfactien in 
presenting to the public the two following let- 
ters, addressed to the present Sir George Prevost^ 
by Sir Ha?bert Taylor, sxii by Earl Bathuirst. 

" Horse Gnarck, Nov. 16fA, 1822. 

'^ Sir, 
'' I am directed by the Commander-in-Chief 
to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
9th instant, containing a statement,* '^ which the 



* A few copies of the statements above referred to, which 
first ap})eared in the Courier of 1 3th Nov, 1822, were printed 
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family of the late Lieutenant-General Sir 
George Prevost have felt themselves called 
upon to make public, in reply to a wanton 
and malignant attack which has been recently 
made in an article of the Quarterly Review 
'^ upon his military character and reputation." 

'* His Royal Highness orders me to assure 
you, that it has not been without great concern 
and indignation that be had noticed the unge* 
nerous and cowardly attack to which you ad* 
vert : ungenerous, because, even if it had been 
borne out by facts, it was calculated to wound 
most deeply the feelings of respectable and ami- 
able individuals who had not provoked it ; cow- 
^ ardly, as being directed by an anonymous libeller 
against the memory of an officer whose prema- 
ture death had alone deprived him of the benefit 
of an investigation into accusations which he 
was prepared to meet, with the confident expec- 
tation that he • could successfully refute them. 
His Royal Highness' sentiments upon the cha^ 
racter, conduct, and services of the late Sir 
George Prevost, have, upon a former occasion, 
b6en conveyed to his family. Those of His Ma- 
jesty's Govemnjent, in approv9,l of his distin- 
guished services, his gallantry, zeal, and able 

and distributed, under the title of '* A brief Reply to the Ca- 
lumnies of the last Quarterly Review, against the military 
character and reputation of the late Lieutenant-General Sir 
George Prevost, Bart." 
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x^onduct^ are recorded in a public act of His Ma* 
jesty's, dated 4th September, 1816, which you 
liave inserted in your statement. To that re- 
cord His Royal Highness conceives that you 
may with confidence appeal for a refutation of 
the calunmies . recently published ; and having 
adverted to that document, so honorable to the 
memory of the late Sir George Prevost, His 
Royal Highness considers that he needs only to 
add, that nothing has since the date of it come 
to his knowledge, which can shake the opinion 
he then entertained in perfect unison with the 
sentiments therein expressed. 

I have the honor to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient hmnble servant, 
(Signed) Ht- Taylor." 

** Sir Oeorge Prevott, Bart. 
Oriel CoUege, Oxford."* 



" Cirenceiter, Ncv. J 3, 1822. 

" Sir, 
*' I have had the honour of receiving your let- 
ter, inclosing a statement which you inform me 
that the family of the ^ late Lieutenant-General 
Sir George Prevost consider themselves .com- 
pelled to make public, in ireply to some attack 
which has recently been made upon his me- 
mory. 
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^ In returmng the statemeii't;^ I can onlj say 
that I read with the utmost regret the cruel at- 
tack which has been so unwarrantably made in 
the Quarterly Review upon your Father's me- 
mory, and can well understand the anxiety which 
his fiunily must feel to refute it as soon as pos- 
sible. 

I have the honor to be^ 
Sir, 
Your obedient humbie serrant, 
(Signed) Bathukst. 

Sir George PrevM, Bart. 
Oriel CoUege, Oxford," 

The family of the late Sir George Prevost, 
justiy proud of the sentiments thus expressed 
by such high authorities upon his character and 
conduct, consider any further attempt to vindi- 
cate his fame as altogether unnecessary. In 
sanctioning the present publication, they have 
been actuated solely by the pure motive of res- 
cuing tiie reputation of their father from unme- 
rited reproach. Called upon by every feeling of 
filial affection to expose the injustioe of the cruel 
aspersions whdcii have been cast upon his me- 
mcnry, they trust that their endeavours will not 
be frntttessy and that the napartial readers of 
these pagn wil be isovr inaced that the aierits <yf 
Sir 6eo^^ Pi»srost were not confined to ihe 
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private virtues which endeared him to his fa- 
mily and friends, but that in public life, as a 
Civil Governor and a Military Commander, he 
deserved the esteem and approbation of his 
country. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Siircx the foregoing sheets were sent to press, 
some observations have appeared in the British 
Critic, for May, 1823, upon the Civil Adminis- 
tration of Sir George Prevost, in Canada, which 
may perhaps be thought to require a brief no- 
tice. The writer of the remarks in question, 
after premising that the military conduct of 
the late Commander of the forces in the Ca- 
nadas has been sufficiently exposed in another 
Journal, (the Quarterly Review) proceeds to as- 
sert, *^ that his domestic management of the 
Colony was no less censurable. That finding 
tliat the Canadian party gave him most trouble, 
his object was to obtain a temporary popularity 
for his own administration, and a peaceable re- 
sidence for himself, by every possible species 
and degree of Weak concession, which he digni- 
fied with the name of conciliation. That the 
Catholic Bishop being at the head of the party, 
was honoured with a seat in the Legislative 
Council, received a pension of 1,500/. per an- 
num, which he still enjoys, and was either 
OY^rtly or tacitly confirmed in all the usurpa- 
tions of power and of Government property, 

o 
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(about 40^000/. per annum,) upon which he had 
ventured, whilst discouragement and inmlt (a 
term of which the Critic informs his readers he 
does not repent) were heaped upon the Pro- 
testant Bishop and his Clergy, and upon the 
Loyal Members of both houses, and that the 
just remonstrances of his Lordship in defence 
of the rights of his Church, and which it was 
his first duty to protect, were represented at 
home as the dictates of party spirit and political 
feeling." 

Although the generality of most of these re- 
marks might seem to preclude the necessity of 
any reply to them, yet, as the writer, in de- 
scending to particular statements, displays a 
gross want of information, it becomes necessary 
to expose his misrepresentations, in order that 
his censures may be rightly appreciated. 

The policy of Sir George Prevost towards 
the Canadians, was, as the foregoing pages wiU 
shew, adopted immediately upon his assuming 
his government, and could not therefore be the 
consequence of any trouble given him by the 
Canadian party, from whom, on the contrary, 
he invariably received the most cordial support. 
His object in that policy was to strengthen the 
hands of Government, and to avail himself, as 
he afterwards did, of the whole resources of the 
country, in case it should be attacked. But 
that any concession whatever was made by Sir 
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George Prevost to effect that object is altoge- 
ther iintoue. 

The Catholic Bishop^ though his character 
and influence well entitled him to that distinc- 
tion^ was not honoured with a seat in the Le- 
gislative Council during the government of Sir 
George Prevost, nor did he receive during that 
period a pension of 1,500/. per annum. In 1775, 
the British Government granted to the then 
Catholic Bishop a pension of 200/. per annum. 
In the year 1778, a further sum of 150/. per an- 
num, was given to the same Bishop for the hire 
of the Episcopal Palace at Quebec, for public 
offices. These two sums were continued to the 
subsequent Bishops, and constituted the only 
income received by them from Government, un- 
til the arrival of Sir George Prevost in Canada. 
During his administration. His Majesty's Go- 
vernment was pleased to increase that salary to 
the sum of 1,000/. per annum, in favour of M. 
de Plessis, the present Catholic Bishop, '^ as a 
testimony," to use the words of Lord Bathurst, 
in his despatch upon the subject, '^ of the sense 
which His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
entertained of the loyalty, and good conduct of 
M. de Plessis, and of the other Catholic clergy 
of the Province." 

The charge that Sir George Prevost either 
tacitly or overtly confirmed the Catholic bishop 
in all the usurpations of power and of government 
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property, upon which he had ventured, is go ob- 
scurely worded, that it is difficult to give it a 
distinct answer. The privileges and possessions 
of the Catholic clergy were assured to them at 
the period when Canada became a British pro- 
vince, and the present Catholic bishop is not in 
possession of any property, nor does he exercise 
any power which his predecessors have not en- 
joyed since that period with the knowledge and 
concurrence of all former governors of the Pro- 
vince, and of His Majesty's Government- The 
*' accustomed dues and rights" of the Catholic 
clergy of Canada, are formally secured to them 
by the act of 14 Geo. 3. c. 83, §. 6. 

To the assertion^ positive in proportion to its 
want of proofs that the Protestant Bishop and 
his clergy, and the loyal members of both Houses, 
were treated with insult, it wiH be merely ne- 
cessary to answer, that Sir George Prevost was 
incapable of treating any person, much less 
those of a sacred character and profession, with 
indignity or insult— and a confident appeal is 
made to the Protestant clergy of Canada, and 
to the loyal members of both Houses, against 
an insinuation as base as it is groundless. 

To the critic's charge of general mismanage- 
ment in the affairs of the Colony, a reply, if any 
were wanting, will, it is trusted, be found, in 
the foregoing pages ; in the approbation of His 
Majesty's Government of the very policy which 
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this writer so acrimoniously condemns, and in 
the highly flattering testimonials to the merits 
of Sir George Prevost's civil administration^ 
which he received not only from the Canadians^ 
but from the most respectable of the Englii^ 
inhabitants. 

It is evident that the writer of the article in 
the British Critic has blindly adopted the pre- 
judices and feelings of the Quarterly Reviewer 
towards Sir George Prevost, and as he appears 
to dwell with particular complacency upon the 
exposure which he imagines to have been made 
of that officer's military character, he is justly 
entitled to share in the disgrace which must 
attend his coadjutor's failure, and in the odium 
which wiU always attach to the anonymous tra- 
ducer of departed merit. 
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Extract from Beatunit Naval and military Memoirt of 
Great Britain, vol. vf.p. 518 — 529. 

' * • • • ' ■ ' 

Upon the first alarm of the enemy being on the coasts 6e^ 
neral Preyost exerted, himself to the utmost^ to increase and 
strengthen the fortifications of the town of Savannah ; and 
was most ably seconded in his operations, by Captain James 
Moncriefie of the engineers, and Captain Henry of the navy. 
Orders were sent to the Hon. Lieutenant-Colonel Maitland, 
who was posted with a considerable detachment of troops at 
Beaufort, and to Captain Christian, of his Majesty's ship Vi- 
gilant, to repair as soon as possible to Savannah, with the 
troops, ships, and galleys, then at Port Royal island. Un- 
fortunately, the express with these orders was intercepted by 
some of the rebel patrols; and, previous to the arrival of a 
second messenger, the enemy had time to seize on the prin- 
cipal communications between the two places. This rendered 
the junction of that detachment with the garrison, upon which 
alone any hope of defending Savannah could be reasonably 
founded, a matter extremely precarious, difiicult, and dan- 
gerous. Happily, however, the abilities of Colonel Mait- 
land, and the zeal of the troops under his command, power- 
fully aided by the professional skill of Lieutenant Goldesbo- 
rough, of the navy, who was thoroughly acquainted with the 
various creeks, inlets, and cuts, with which the interior navi- 
gation of this country abounds, overcame every obstacle in 
their way. The battery at' Tybee was destroyed ; the lead- 
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ing marks for the bar were cut down; and the little naral 
force there was held in readiness to run up the rirer Savan- 
nah, as soon as th^ French fleet were seen making for the 
mouth of it. 

On the 9th, the whole of the French fleet anchored off the 
bar: and on the 10th, four frigates weighed and came to 
Tybee anchorage. M. d'Estaiog had got from Charlestown, 
a large supply of small craft, into which he put his troops; 
and they proceeded into Ossabaw inlet, and made good the 
debarkation of their forces at Bowley, 13 miles from Savaiik- 
nah, under cover of four galleys. The French frigates pre- 
pared, at the same time, to advance up the river. 

Captain Henry ^d the naval department wete employed, 
from the 10th to the 13th, in conveying to Savannah, part of 
tiie guss and ammunition of the Rose and Fowey, in vessels 
which Gleneral Prevost had sent down for that purpose. On 
the 13th, both frigates being much lightened, sailed over the 
Httd-^lat to Five Fathom Hole, from which the remainder of 
of their guns and ammunition were conveyed up to the town^ 
which is only three miles distant. The Comet galley, K^ppd 
brig, and some armed vessels, were so placed as to cover the 
passage of Colonel Maitland, with the forces under his com- 
mand, from Port Royal, through Wallscut. On the 14th and 
15th, the seamen completed the important business of land- 
ing the cannon and ammimition from the ships and small ves- 
sels : and they were appointed to the different batteriesi un- 
der the command of Captains Henry, Brown, and Fisber^ of 
the navy. Some masters of transports, and the master of a 
privateer, with their men,* made voluntary offers of th^ ser- 
vice; as did Mr. Manley, merchant of Jaihuca. Hieir offers 
were accepted ; and they had their posts assigned theaL Hie 
marines were incorporated with the grenadiers of tb# 60Ch 
regiment. 



* Captain Watson of the Tveed ; I'ate of the Nancy; and Higgina ef tha 
Beuey. 
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On the ItiCli, the Comple d'Estaing sent a haugfaty letter to 
General Prevost, summoning him to surrender the place to 
his Most Christian Majesty : informing him, at the same time, 
that among the troops which he had the honour to command, 
was the detachment which had stormed the Hospital Hill at 
the Grenades. He begged leave to recal this to his me- 
mory; and assured him, that he gave him this notice from 
motives of humanity, in order to spare the shedding of human 
blood. General Prevost, on receiving this message, called a 
meeting of the Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, and Field- 
Officers in the garrison, who authorized him to say, that he 
declined surrendering on a general summons, without spe- 
cific terms ; but that, if such were proposed as he could with 
honour accept, he would then give his answer. This drew a 
reply from M. d'Estaing, in which he affirmed, that it was 
customary, not for besiegers, but for those who were besieged, 
to propose terms of capitulation ; stated, that he had no ob- 
jections to allow the General every indulgence consistent with 
his duty ; and informed him that, as it was his intention next 
day to form a junction with the army of the United States of 
America, if his answer was not immediately ready, he must 
in future treat with General Lincoln and him. General Pre- 
vost, in return, demanded a ceiisation of hostilities for 24 
hours; as a time absolutely necessary for deliberation, and 
for the discussion of various interests. Towards the evening 
of the 16th, the Compte d*£staing returned an answer, in 
which he consented to this demand. The two armies joined 
on the 17th, and formed separate but contiguous encamp- 
ments. 

It was during this parley, that the detachment under Lieu- 
tenant-<3olonel Maitland^ consisting of upwards of 1,000 men, 
anived from Beaufort The enemy well knew, how impor- 
tant it would be to their interests to prevent this junction ; 
and for that purpose^ had attempted an enterprise, which 
proved unsuoeesefiil, by their pilots refusing to undertake to 
place the French frigates in the necessary stations, for ena- 

a 2 
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bliiig them to cut off Colonel Maidand's communication with 
Sarannah. Of this circumstance the Colonel availed him- 
self: and after undergoing immense fatigues, joined General 
Prevost in the erening of the 16th» with 600 men; and the 
remainder of his detachment arrived about noon the next day. 
As he found the enemy in possession of the ship-channel, the 
Colonel had been obliged to come round Dawfaskie, and land 
on the marshes ; and after dragging his boats (empty) through 
a cut, got into the Savannah river above the French frigates, 
and from that came down to the town. A Council of War 
was held, in which it was determined to defend the place to 
the last extremity : and notice of this resolution was sent to 
the besieging Generals. To this M . d'Estaing returned an 
answer. Hostilities inunediately recommenced: and the Bri- 
tish tars could not refrain from giving three huzzas from their 
batteries. Both sides now exerted themselves with the ut- 
most assiduity. When the town was first summoned, theite 
were not above eight or ten guns mounted ; but so indefati- 
gable were the exertions of Captain Moncrieffe, the senior 
engineer in the place, in putting it in a proper state of de- 
fence, that, by adding the guns landed from the ships to those 
which were in store, he had, in the course of a few* days, 
nearly 90 pieces of cannon ready to oppose to the enemy, as 
soon as their batteries should open. He had likewise erected 
many redoubts, batteries, and other works, to retard their 
progress. In all these operations, the soldiers and sailors, 
with the utmost cheerfulness, worked day and night in the 
face x>f hostile troops flushed with conquest : the enemy were 
greatly astonished at the activity of the garrison. 

From the accounts given to M. d'Estaing, of the situation 
of things at Savannah, he considered his success against it 
as certain. He had made repeated declarations to the Am^-* 
ricans, that, as the season of the year was so far advanced, 
he could not remain more than tien or fifteen days on shore^ 
lest his fleet should be injured on such a dangerous coast. 
The reinforcement which the garrison had received, reduced 
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the besiegers to the' alternative of either storming or besieg-^ 
ing the town of Savannah. The latter plan was adopted, and 
they took their measures accordingly. 

As it was apprehended, that the enemy's ships might come 
too^ near the town, and annoy the rear of the British lines. 
Captain Moncrieffe had some firerrafts prepared, and in rea- 
diness to act against them, if they should make the attempt 
It was also judged expedient, in order effectually to prevent 
it, to sink a number of vessels to stop up the passage. As 
his Majesty's ship the Rose was in so very bad a condition, 
that, by the report of shipwrights lately employed to survey 
her, she could not swim above two months; as her guns, am- 
munition, and stores, had been landed ; and as her weight 
would keep' her across the channel, when lighter vessels 
might shift, owing to the rapidity of the current, and to the 
hardness of its sandy bottom, in which they could have litUe 
hold, Captain Henry selected her as a vessel proper to be 
sunk. The Savannah armed ship, and four transports, were 
also scutded and sunk, and by these the channel was blocked 
up. Above the town several smaller vessels were siink, and 
a boom was laid across the river, to prevent the enemy from 
sending down fire -rafts among the shipping, or landing troops 
in the British rear. Previous to the vessels being sunk, the 
Fowey, Keppel brig. Comet galley, and Germain provincial 
armed ship, were got up to the town : and the latter having 
guns, was placed off Yamairaw, to flank the lines. While 
the enefmy's batteries were getting -ready to play against the 
town, three French frigates advanced up the river to Mud- 
flat. One of them, having twelve-pounders, and two rebel 
galleys, carrying each two eighteen-pounders in their prows, 
anchored in Five Fathom Hole ; from which one of the fri- 
gates sailed into the back river, with a design to cannonade 
the rear of the British lines. She fired a great number of 
shot ; which, being at their utmost range, did no execution. 
The galleys advancing nearer j did some damage to the houses ; 
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bvt a few shot now and then from the rirer battery, made 
them keep a respectable distance. 

Two sallies, one of them on the 24th, commanded by Major 
Graham, of the 16th regiment ; and another on the 27th, com- 
manded by Major M' Arthur, of the 71st regiment; were ad- 
mirably well conducted, did the enemy considerable nuBchief, 
and killed and wounded a great many of their best troops^ 
while the loss on our side was very inconsiderable. In the 
first sally. Major Graham artfully drew the enemy into a 
snare, by which the French and the rebels fired on each 
other, and had near 50 men killed before the mistake was 
discorered. 

The batteries played on every place where the enemy were 
perceived to be at work ; and more than once obliged them 
to discontinue their labour. It was the 3rd of October, be- 
fore they opened any of their batteries : and then, about mid- 
night they began to bombard from nine mortars of eight and 
ten inches, and continued the bombardment about two hours. 
At day-light, their fire commenced again from the nine mor- 
tars, and also from 37 pieces of cannon from the land side, 
and 16 from their shipping : and in this they persisted with 
little variation during several days. The execution done by 
this heavy fire, was much less than could have been imagined. 
It consisted in killing a few helpless women and children, and 
some few negroes and horses in the town, and on the com- 
mon. On the 6th, the enemy threw some carcasses into the 
town, which burnt one wooden house : and about 11 o'clock, 
the General sent a letter, by a flag of truce, to M. d'Estaing, 
requesting permission to send the women and children out of 
the place, on board of ships and down the river, under the 
protection of a French ship of war, until the siege should be 
ended. After three hours, and a deal of intermediate canfton 
shot and shells, an insulting answer was returned by Messrs. 
Lincoln and d*£staing, in which they refused to comply with 
this reasonable and humane demand. 
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The garrison^ undismayed by this brutal conduct on the 
part of their opponents, kept up a smart fire against them ; 
and during the night were extremely busy in adding to their 
works, and in repairing such of them as had sustained di^v 
mage. Thus things went on until the morning of the Mb; 
when, a little before day-break, after a heavy, and as usual, 
incessant cannonade and bombardment, the enemy attacked 
General Prevost's lines. 

The attack being upon the left of his centre, in front of the 
French; and yery soon after, upon his left and right. It was 
yet dark, and tke darkness was increased by a very thick 
fog» which made it impossible to determine with precision, 
where the real attack was to be made, or how many assaults 
were intended. No reinforcements therefore were sent; but 
every thing was kept in readiness for that purpose, and the 
troops waited with the greatest coolness in their different 
posts, for the approach of the enemy. Those in the lines 
were prepared to charge them, wherever they should attempt 
to penetrate : and the General had the greatest hopes, that 
the fire of the field artillery, which was placed to support the 
advanced redoubts, would enable him, while the enemy were 
entangled among these, to throw them into some confusion ; 
and, perhaps, with a good prospect of success, to order his 
corps de reserve to sally forth and charge them. The ground 
toward both his &anks, owing to its natural defects, which 
the utmost efforts of Captain Moncrieffe had been unable ef- 
fectually to remove, was but too favourable for an enemy. 
On the right was a swampy hollow, by which they could 
approach under cover to within fifty yards of his principal 
works, and in some places still nearer ; and there, he sup- 
posed, that the rebels would muke their assault. On the 
left, the approach was neither so well covered, nor of so 
great an extent as that on the right ; but as it was sufficiently 
large to admit troops to act, as the ground was firm and 
clears and as it was near their encampment, he expected that 
the French regulars would make their attack there : but in 
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tliis lie was mistaken. A real attack did take place there r 
bet the principal attack, composed of the flower of the French 
and rebel armies, and led by the Compte d'Estaing-in per- 
son, assisted by all the principal officers of both, was made 
upon his light. Under cover of the hollow, they adranced 
in three columns ; hot, owing to the daikness, took a wider 
circuit than they needed or intended to have done, and went 
deeper into the bog. These circumstances prevented them 
from beginning the attack so soon as they had concerted ; 
and besides occasioning a loss of critical time, produced con- 
siderable disorder in their ranks. The attack, however, was 
very spirited, and for some time obstinately maintained ; par- 
ticularly at a redoubt on the Ebenezer road, which was a' 
scene of hot action, great loss, and consummate bravery. 
Two stand of colours were actually planted, and several of 
the assailants killed upon the parapet ; but they met so de- 
termined a resistance, that they could not, with all their ef- 
forts, force an entrance. It was now, that the skill and de- 
sign of the defences raised by Captain Moncrieffe, were fully 
displayed; for, while the conflict was still dubious and bloody, 
the field-pieces, from three batteries which were manned by 
the sailors, took them in every direction, and made such 
havock in their ranks, that they were thrown into confusion, 
and compelled to make a pause. At this critical moment. 
Major Glacier, of the 60th regiment, with the grenadiers of 
that corps and the marines, advanced rapidly from the lines ; 
in the most impetuous manner, charged the enemy with their 
fixed bayonets ; and plunging among them, into the ditches 
and works, drove them, in an instant, from the ditches of the 
redoubt, and from a bat^ry a little to the right of it. Fol- 
lowing up the blow, they forced them to fly, in great confu- 
sion, over the abatis, and into the swamp. On this occasion. 
Captain Wickham, of the 2d battalion of the 60th grenadiers, 
greatly distinguished himself. When the grenadiers advanced, 
three companies of the second battalion of the 71st regiment 
were ordered to sustain them : and although they were posted 
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at no considerable distance, and marched forward with the 
usual ardour of that corps, such was the rapidity with which' 
the grenadiers had made their attack, and so precipitate was 
the enemy's retreat, that they could not come in for a share 
of the yictory. One of the enemy's columns a little more to 
their left, in erery attempt which it made to come out of the 
hollow, was repulsed by the brisk and well directed fire of a 
redoubt, where the militia were posted, aided by Hamilton's 
small corps of North Carolinians, who were on the right, and 
moved there with a field-piece to bear obliquely against it, 
while one of the seamen's batteries took it directly in flank. 
It was now day-light: but the fog was not sufficiently cleared 
off, to enable General Preyost to judge with any degree of 
certainty of the strength, disposition, or further intentions of 
the enemy on the right. On the left, and in the centre, the 
fog, with the addition of the smoke, was still impenetrably 
close : and a smart firing being still kept up there, the Ge- 
neral thought it would be improper to draw from it a num- 
ber of troops sufficient to make a respectable sortie. By 
these means, an opportunity was lost of taking complete ad- 
vantage of the confusion of the enemy, by charging them in 
their retreat; but they did not get off without being se- 
verely cannonaded by the batteries and field-pieces, as long 
as they were in sights or judged to be within reach. They 
were every where repulsed : and those on the left were only 
heard, being concealed from view by the thickness of the 
fog. 

lieutenant-Colonel de Porbeck, of Weissenbeck's Hessian 
regiment, was field-officer of the right wing : and being in 
the redoubt when the attack began, had an opportunity, which 
he well improved, of signalizing himself in a most gallant 
manner. It would not be doing justice to the different corps 
who defended the redoubt, if we neglected to mention them. 
They were part of the South Carolina Royalists ; and the 
light dragoons dismounted, and commanded (by special order) 
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by Captain Tawse, a good and gallant officer, who nobly 
fell with his sword in the body of the third man be had killed 
with his own hand. The loss on (he part of the British ia 
this battle, consisted of one captain, and fifteen rank and 
file killed; one captain, three subalterns, and thirty-five rank, 
and file wounded. The loss sustained by the enemy, as ac- 
knowledged by the French, was about a thousand or tw^re 
hundred men killed and wounded ; of these, they lost forty- 
four officers and seven hundred men : and the deserters, of 
whom there were a great many, all declared, that the loss 
on the part of the rebels was not less than four hundred men. 
Among the wounded was M. d'Estaing, (in two places) M. 
de Fontange, MsLJor-General ; and several others of distinc- 
tion. Count Polaski, (who has been mentioned in the course 
of these Memoirs), a Colonel of cavalry in the rebel service, 
in making a desperate push at the British lines, was mortally 
wounded. 

About ten o*clock, the enemy requested a truce, and leave 
to bury their dead, and carry off their wounded men. This 
was granted for those who lay at a distance from the lines, 
or out of sight of them : but those within or near the abatis 
were interred by the British, Their numbers were on the 
right, two hundred and three : on the left, twenty- eight. One 
hundred and sixteen prisoners, most of them mortally wounded, 
were delivered to the enemy. To this loss, considerable of 
itself, must be added, the numbers buried by them, the num- 
bers who perished in the swamp, and many who were carried 
off by them when they retreated* 

From this time to the 18th, nothing very material hap- 
pened. Several flags of truce were sent during that period 
by the enemy, and a great deal of civility passed mutually 
between the French and British. Many apologies were made 
for their refusal to allow the women and children to be sent 
out of town : and the blame of this base conduct was laid, 
by a French Colonel, Compte O'Duin, entirely on the scoun- 
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drel Lincoln, and the Americans.^ The offer was then made 
with great earnestness, tiiat the ladies and children should 
be received by the Chevalier du Romain, on board of the 
CSiimere ; but the answer given to it was blunt and soldierly, 
that what had once been refused, and that in terms of insult, 
was not in any circumstances deemed worth acceptance. All 
the French officers seemed quite ashamed of this affair. As 
it was with them only, that the British had any intercourse 
after the repulse on the 9th, the sentiments of the Americans 
could not be so well known. But, as the letter was signed 
by d'£staing, as well as by Lincoln, their imputing this harsh, 
cruel, and unprecedented refusal, entirely to the brutality of 
the American General, may serve to shew their conscious- 
ness, that it was altogether indefensible; but is by no means 
sufficient to exculpate the French Commander, from his share 
of the blame and disgrace, inseparable from it. An author ,t 
who is extremely partial to the American cause, endeavours 
to defend this measure from motives of policy : '' The com- 
bined army (says he) was so confident of success, that it was 
suspected, that Uie request of sending away the women and 
children, proceeded from a desire of secreting the plunder 
lately taken from tite South Carolinians, and artfully covered 
under the specious veil of humanity. That the Commanders 
were suspicious, considering the stratagem Prevost had prac- 
tised after being summoned, is not strange. It was also 
presumed, that a refusal would expedite a surrender.*' There 
does not seem to have been much cordiality between the 
French and Americans in this enterprise. M. d'Estaing 
would have been well pleased to have done the business 
without them, by summoning the place to surrender to his 
Most Christian Majesty. This, the latter took much amiss, 
as they considered themselves as principals, and the French 



* Compte O'Diua's own ezpresrioiu 
t GordoB, Author of the Hiitory of the American BfOvolutioD^ vol. iii. 
p. 328, &c. 
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only as auxiliaries : and for this piece of presumption, some 
concessions were made. When the time assigned by M. 
d'Estaing for this expedition had elapsed, and still more was : 
required by the engineers, if it was expected that the gharri- 
son should be compelled to surrender by regular approaches, 
he became extremely impatient to bring matters to a quick 
decision, and urged giving the assault to the place. This 
measure, says Mr. Gordon, was forced on M. d'£staing by 
his naral officers, who had remonstrated against his con-^ 
tinuing to risk so valuable a fleet in its present unrepaired 
condition, on such a dangerous coast in the hurricane season;, 
and at so great a distance from the shore, that it might be^ 
surprised. These remonstrances were enforced, by the pro- 
bability of their being attacked by the British fleet completely 
repaired, with their full complement of men, soldiers, and^ 
artillery on board, when the ships of his Most Christian Ma- 
jesty were weakened, by the absence of a considerable part 
of their crews, artillery, and officers, employed at the siege 
of Savannah. These reasons had great weight with M. 
d'Estaing: and he prevailed on General Lincoln to storm 
the place without farther loss of time. The Americans seemed 
to think, that by a little more patience and perseverance, the 
town must have submitted ; as in a few days, the lines of the 
besiegers would have been carried quite close to the works 
of the besieged. Their allies, however, judged themselves 
to be in so critical a situation, that they acquiesced in M; 
d'Estaing's proposal ; for, if the French had retired to their 
ships, the siege must have been raised, so that there remained 
only one alternative for them to adopt. The repulse which 
they had received, was not followed by mutual accusations 
of want of courage or conduct in either party; but the French, 
in all their conversations, spoke of the Americans with the 
greatest contempt. 

It was not perceived until the 18th, that the enemy had 
raised the siege ; but, the fog clearing up in the morning of 
that day, it was found that they had moved off. For some 
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days previous to diis, they had been busy indrawuig off their 
cannon and mortars, and in embarking their sick and wounded, 
x)f whom they had a great number. General Prevost imme- 
diately detached parties in pursuit of them; but they had got 
to such distance before it was discovered they had retreated, 
diat they could not overtake them: the enemy in their march 
having broken down all the bridges. The French embarked 
in Augustine creek, and the rebels crossed the river Savan- 
nah, at Zubley*s ferry, and got into South Carolina. The 
enemy's fleet quitted the coast on the 26th October, and their 
frigates and galleys on the 2d of November, as soon as an 
exchange of prisoners had taken place. The balance of pri- 
soners was in the enemy's favour: for while they were off 
this coast, on the 11th of September, his Majesty's ship, 
Ariel, of 24 guns, was taken by the French frigate, the Ama- 
zon, of 36 guns ; and besides taking the Experiment, they 
took also the Myrtle, navy victualler ; and Champion, store- 
ship. The last of these was a prize of considerable import- 
ance to them, for their fleet was very badly manned, their 
crews sickly, their ships in bad condition, short of anchors 
and cables, and no running rigging to reeve, but this ship 
afforded them a supply. She had been sent from New York, 
with naval stores for the ships and vessels, under the com- 
mand of Captain Henry. 
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Address from the Council and House of Representatives 
of St. Vincents to Lieut. ^Coh Prevost, p. 7. 

" Sir, 

The Committee of His Majesty's Council, and of 
the Representatives of the Inhabitants of St. Vincents, deeply 
impressed with the many and eminent services you have ren- 
dered this colony, beg leave to offer their most grateful thanks 
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to yoUy not only oo their own account, but on that of tbe 
community at large. It might be irksome to you to miiHitely 
particularize these senrices : the Committee, howeyer, casnot 
forbear mentioning your voluntary and unsolicited return to the 
defence of the Colony, and to participate in a most laborious 
and perilous war, against an inglorious enemy. Such zeal. 
Sir, strongly characterizes the soldier. The happy conse- 
quences to the public cause, although unfortunate to your- 
self, of your late gallant attack on the enemy^s advanced 
post, demand the warmest acknowledgments, and the uni- 
versal wish that you may speedily recover from your wounds, 
and that our gracious Sovereign may discern, and properiy 
reward such distinguished merit. 

** 10th March, 1796." 
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Letter from the Duke of Portland to Brigculier-General 

Prevost, p. 7, 



" Sir, " Whitehall, 29/ik AprU, 1801. 

** The aatisfaetory manner in which you have con- 
ducted the Administration of Public Affairs in St. Lucie, 
and the representations made to the ELing in your behalf by 
the Members of the Court of Appeal, have induced His 
Majesty to appoint you Lieutenant-Governor of that Island. 
I transmit to you inclosed His Majesty's Commission ; and 
I have only to add, that I am persuaded that your conduct 
in the administration of your Government will continue to 
justify the very flattering and favorable intentions of the 
Court of Appeal, to contribute to the support of the respect- 
abQity of your civil station. 

'' I am. Sir, 
^' Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) " Poktlanb." 
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Address to Brigadier-General Prevost from the Inhabi- 
tants of St, Lucie, p* 7. 

Lcs Habitaos de lisle de St. Lucie, k Son Excellence Mon- 
sieur le Brigadier-06n6ral George Prevost, lieut-Gou- 
TerneuT de cette Isle, &c. 

MoDsieur le Gouverneur, 

LoRSQUE la paix, objet de tons les vgbux, fait ren- 
tier riale de Saiote Lucie sous la domination Fran^aise, 
c'est UB honunage bien legitime que de vous rendre au nom 
d« tous les Colons un t^moignage public de Tamour, du 
respect, et de la reconnoissauce que votre gouyernement 
doux et paternel, et votre sage administration, on t fait natlare 
dans tous les coeurs. Les avantages sans nombre dont vous 
iivez fait jouir la Colonte, depuis que vous en avez pris le 
Commandement, Tattachent hautement. En eflfet, M. le Gou- 
vemeur, Tamour constant que vous avez manifest^ pour le 
bien public ; les soins infinies que vous avez pris pour rendre 
et faire rendre la justice dans un terns oi!l toutes les loix 
6taient en oubli ; le zMe infatigable avec lequel vous vous 
^tes occup^ des discussions et des int^rets des Colons ; votre 
couvemement paternel, qui, en vous concilianttous les esprits, 
k detruit les divisions qui pouvaient exciter, a fait regner 
I'union et la concorde parmi les habitans, et a fait renaitre la 
confiance, et la prosp6rit6. Enfin, votre gouvernement tute- 
lair, qui a fait ch^rir Tauthorit^ de sa Majesty dans la v6tre, 
sont autant de bienfaits dont vous avez fait jouir les habitans 
de la Colonic, et dont ils conserveront i^temellement le sou- 
venir, 

Mab tl en 6tait un plus grand que le zhle et I'amour du 
bien public, qui vous animaient, reservoit k la Colonic ; c'est 
votre solUcitude patemelle qui a emploi6 et obtenue, pour 
nous, de sa Majesty, qu'elle nous rendit nos loix, nos tribu- 
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iiaax, DOS magistrats, c'est-^-dire, le Umoig^nage le plus con- 
yain^ant qa*elle prdferait au droit de nous trailer comme un 
peuple conquis, la douceur de nous adopter pour ses enfans, 
et de nous rendre les objets de sa teodresse. Nous en sommes 
tellement conyaincus, M. le Gouvemeur, que nos infortunes 
ont €t€ adoncis, et que nous en avons ressentis les plus grands 
effets. Le bonheur, la tranquillity, et la prosp6rit6 dont les 
habitans de la Colonie ont jouis jusqu'^ present, ils les tiennent 
de la bont6 du Roi, et de votre administration patemelle, M. 
le Gouvemeur; et si notre reconnoissance ne trouve pas d'ez- 
pressions assez forte pour vous peindre aussi vivement que 
nous le sentons, notre admiration pour tos talens, notre y6- 
n^ratton pour tos yertus, et notre amour profonde pour votre 
personne, — daignez permettre que la Colonie yous pr^ente, 
comme un foible t^moignage, une 6p6e, sur la lame de laquelle 
seront grav^ ces mots : — La Cohmie de St. Lucie recomiotf^ 
sante. 

Jouissez, M. le Gouvemeur, du bien que vous avez fait k 
la Colonie; etlesvoeux des Colons pour votre gloire et votre 
bonheur vous suivront k votre patrie. 



No. V. 



Letters from Sir Thomas Trigge, Commander of the 
Forces in the West Indies, p. 7. 



" Sir, 

** I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 14th inst., and feel very great regret, 
that your state of health is such as to render your return- 
ing to England necessary, by that means depriving His Ma- 
jesty and myself of your services in this country. You may 
rely I shall not fail to express my sentiments on this subject 
when I write home, as in rendering this tribute of justice to 
your character, I shall discharge the most pleasing and gra- 
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tifying pflfft' of my duty. > I beg. you will foe pleased to sigii^* 
to the council, that in consequence of your absence, I hav^- 
appointed ^Brigadier-General G. H. Yansittart, to succeed 
to the civil and military command of the Island of St. Lucie, 
per interim, in order that he may be recognised accordingly, 
and take upon him the functions and authorities of that situa* 
tion. 

" I have now. Sir, to take my leave, and to offer my best 
wishes for your welfare and happipess; entertaining the firm- 
est hope and assurance, that you will meet on your arrival in 
England those marks of approbation, which in every instance 
you have so highly and eminently merited. 

*' With sentiments. of the purest esteem aftd regard, I have 
the.hopor to be. Sir, 

'' Your most obedient and faithful humble servant, ,. 
(Signed) Thos. Trigge, . 

lieut-General.". 

Sir Thomas Tiigge to Colonel Brownrigg, , 

« Sir, 

" The return' of Brigadi^r*G6heralPrevost to Eng- 
land, calls on me to -express to His Royal Highness, the' 
Commander-in-Chief,, the opinion with which his conduct 
has impressed me, both in his civil and military capacities 
during^ his command in the island of St. Lucie, as, did I fail 
to point- out those officers who are desetving of His RoyaF 
Highness's countenance and support, I should be as wanting 
in justice- to the individual, as deficient in point of duty to 
the Commander-in^hief. 

'' I cannot but view with infinite regret Brigadier-General 
Prevost's departure fromthis country, as he has invariably, 
conducted his command in the most satisfactory manner. The 
zeal and unremitting exertion which he has on every occasion- 
shewn, and the exact-attention which he has-paid to the se^ 
veral duties of his situation, point him out as a distinguished 
and excellent officer* and whom it is my duty to recommend in 

6 
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the stron|;est terms to His Majesty, aad to the Covmander- 
b-Chief. 

« I have the honor to be, Sir, &€• d^. 
(Signed) <' Thos. TRiaas, 

Lieut-Geaeial.'' 
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Account of the Capture of St, Lucie and Tobago, from 
the Annual RegUter for 1803,^. 8. 

'' On the 22nd June, the island of St Lucie was takes 
by General Grinfield and Commodore Head. The French 
Commander, General Nagues, refused to capitulate, and the 
expectation of approaching rains rendered it necessary to get 
possession of the Morne Fortun^e with as litde delay as pos- 
sible. It was therefore determined to attack it by storm; the 
defence was gallant ; yet, by the determined bravery of the 
British soldiers and seamen, the worics were carried in about 
half an hour, not without some loss, chiefly among the offi- 
cers. This conquest was of consideraUe importance as a 
naval station. The island as a colony is valuable, but the 
climate is unhealthy. 

'' The British commanders lost no time in pui^suing th^ir 
victorious career; aad on the 2^, they sailed for To- 
bago, which they reached on the 30th. It was defended by 
General Berthier, an officer of note in the Frenoh service; 
but being apprised of the number of the British, aad of the 
gallantry th(ay had displayed at St Lucie, be did o/ot think it 
prudent to risk an engagement. A capitulation was agreed 
to on the same day, upon the most liberal terms, the garrison 
marching out with the honours of war, and to be sent back, 
to their native country." — Annual RegUierior 1803, p. 283, 
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Extract of a Letter from Mtyor-Gren. Grmfield relative 
to the expedition against St. Lueie and Tobago^ p. 8. 

** It is with real satisfaction I send you liie enclosed ex- 
tract from Colonel Clinton's letter to me/' 

Extract of a Letter from Colonel Clinton to LieuienaiU' 

General Grin^feldf dated 

** Bone Guards, ^d Sept. 18a». 

'' This despatch^ addressed to the Commander-iii-Chief, 
bears testimony, in the handsomest terms, to the meritorious 
services of Brigadier-General Prevost; and to the zealous 
promptitude with which he left his government of Dominica, 
to fulfil your wishes. In reply, I am directed to acquaint 
you, that His Royal Highness is perfectly sensible of the 
zecdy which induced Brigadier-General Prevost to volunteer 
his service on the late occasion, under your command ; a cir- 
cumstance which redounds much to his credit ; and which, 
on a proper opportunity. His Royal Highness will not fail to 
mention to His Majesty," 

Extract of a Letter from Lord Hobart to Brigadier-General 

Prevogt. 

*^ I cannot omit to congratulate you upon the complete 
success of the expeditions against St. Lucie and Tohago,.hi 
which you were so actively and honourably engaged ; and I 
have the satisfaction of acquainting you, that His Majesty 
has been graciously pleased to notice, with particular appro- 
bation, your conduct upon those services.'' 



&2 
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No. vra. 

Letter to Brigadier-General Prevoitfrcm General : 

Naguis,p,9. 

** Dbpuis la prise duMorne Fortim6 Je ne cease d'^proMver 
de la part du G^n^ral en Chef des 6gards que j'aie dft attn- 
buer k un caract^re de loyaut6 qui se remarque des que I'on 
se tromre en rapport avec le Cr6n6ral Orinfield. 

" Mais je nlgnore pas, Cr^^ral, qn'anim^ des m^mes piin- 

cipes, je dois k yos dispositions particuli^res une partie des 

proo6d6s g^n^reux dont je me siiis vn combl6. Avant de 

Tous t^moigner toute ma recoonoissaace, laissez moi, je Tpus 

prie, m'arr^ter snr un fait qui tou» est personnel, je Teux 

parler de lliumaine pr^Yoyance que yous aYez eue de placer, 

k Yotre amY^e au Mome, une SauYe Garde k lli6pital mili- 

taire pour la sur6t6 de nos malades. Citer un pareil trait 

c'est assez dire pour le Guerrier qu'il honore et distingue. Je 

Yiens maintenant, G^n^ral, aux sentimens que yous m'aYez 

inspiri, et je yous prie de croire que je n y mets point de rc^ 

serYe. Veuillez done bien m'agr6er lliommage, et receYoir 

mes tr^s humbles salutations. 

(Signed) " Nagues."* 

*' Coieuge, 

le 6 Mesiidar, an 11." 



* " On the 9th January, 1808, died General Nagu^, first Aide-de-Camp, 
&C.&C His loss, was strongly felt. This Genieral had conciliated the esteem 
o£<the public by his indination to do good, his attention to his duty, and his 
strict probity. Before he entered into the service of Holland, he had been 
Governor of St. Lucie, which he had defended as a brave soldier, and where 
he acquired the affection of the Planters." — Histomal DocumsnU and Re- 
jStfctions on ike Gooemment of HoUand, iy Louit Bcmparte, vol.ir, p. 214, 
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No. IX. 

Account of the Attack upon Dominica by a French 

Squadron, p. 9, 

*' It may easily be supposed that much alarm prevailed at 
home, when it was known that two such formidable fleets* 
of the enemy were actually at sea, and which were aggra- 
vated by reports of strong detachments of the Brest fleet 
having also escaped, with a view to some grand combined 
exertion of the enemy. Where the blow was to fall, occupied 
the public mind. Malta, Brazil, the British West Indies — ^a 
general junction of the whole of the combined force of the 
enemy, in order to cover a descent upon Ireland. In short, 
every possible point pf annoyance or attack was warmly agi- 
tated in the public mind. At length intelligence was re- 
ceived on the 6th May, from the British Commander-in-Chief 
of the forces in the windward and leeward islands, that Do- 
minica had been attacked on the 22nd February preceding, 
by a French armament of one three-decker, and four other 
line of battle ships, three frigates, two brigs of war, and a 
schooner, with about 4,000 landmen on board. Brigadier- 
General Prevost, the Governor of the island, immediately 
made the best dispositions for its defence, and opposed, with 
the small force under his command, the landing of the French 
inch by ioch. At length the whole of the enemy's force, con- 
sisting of 4,000 men, under the cover of the tremendous fire 
of the Majestueux, of 120 guns, four 74's, and the frigates, 
having landed, and having made such a disposition as threat- 
ened to cut off the retreat of the Governor, and his few re- 
maining troops from the town and fort of Prince Buperts, and 
thereby reduce the whole island ; General Prevost, with the 



* From Toulon and Roch^fort 
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utmost promptitude and presence of mind^ directed the regu- 
lar force, under Captain O'Connell, to make a forced maidi 
across the island, and join liim at Prince Ruperts ; to which 
place he himself repaired attended only by his stafl^ and ar- 
rived in 24 hours : the troops also arriving there with their 
wounded, after four days continued march, through the most 
difficult country existing. The Governor immediately took 
the necessary precautions to place the fort in the best state, 
and hb appearance was so formidable, that the French Com- 
mander-in-Chief, after having in vain summoned him to sur- 
render, thought proper, after levying a contribution upon the 
inhabitants of Roseau, which town had been set on fire, in 
the moment of attack, and had suffered severely by the con- 
flagration, on the 27th, to reimbark his whole force; and 
after hovering a day or two in the bay, and about the port 
of Pnnce Ruperts, made easy sail towards Guadaloupe. 
Throughout the whole of this transaction, the highest praise 
is due to the Governor, and the British troops under his com- 
mand. At one period 200 of the latter were opposed to more 
than 2,000 of the enemy, and under the command of the gal- 
lant Major Nunn, who unfortunately received a mortal wound 
in the action, and subsequently under Captain O'ConnelU 
succeeded in withstanding them for more than two hours, and 
then effected their retreat, after having made much slaughter 
of the invaders. Nor should the militia of the island be 
without their due share of praise, for their -exemplary bravery 
and steadiness. Upon the whole it may be stated, with per- 
fect propriety, in the words of General Myers, that in this 
affair, had not the town of Roseau been accidentally de^ 
stroyed by fire, we should have little to regret, and much in 
which to exult" — Annual Register for 1805, p. 220. 
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No. X.- 

Public Despatches and Letters relative to the Attack of 
the trench upon Dominica, in ISOS, p. '9. 

From Ideut.'Gen. Sir William Myers to Eorl Camden. 

'* Barbadoes, March 9th. 
" My Lord, 

^' I HAYB the honour to enclose to your Lordship, a 

copy of a despatch from Brigadier-General Prevost, dated 

Dominioa, 1st March. The detdls contained therein, are so 

highly reputable to the Brigadier^General, and the small por« 

ttoD of troops employed against so numerous an enemy, that 

I have great satisfaction in recommending that their gallant 

exertions may be laid before his Majesty : the zeal and ta* 

lenta manifested by the Brigadiet-General, upon this occa* 

sion, it is my duty to present to his royal consideration, and> 

at the same time, I beg to be permitted to express the high 

sense I entertain of the distinguished bravery of His Majesty's 

troops, and the militia of the colony, employed upon that 

service* . The vigorous resistance which the enemy have ex- 

perienced> and the loss which they have sustained in this at^ 

taok| must evince to them, that however inferior our numbers 

were on this occasion, British troops are not to be hostilely 

approached with impunity ; and had not the town of Roseau 

been accidentally destroyed by fire, we should have little to 

regret, and much to exult in. Your Lordship will perceive 

by the returns, that our loss in men, compared to that of the 

enemy, is but trifling; but I have sincerely to lament that of 

Major Nnnn, of the 1st West India regiment, whose wound i9 

reported to be of a dangerous kind; he is an excellent man, 

and a mentorious officer* 

** I ami &c. 

(Signed) " W. Myers/' 
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" Headrquarten^ Prince Ryperts, 
Dominica, March lit, 
"Sir, 

'* About aD hour before the dawn of day, on the 
22nd uU. an darm was fired at Scotshead, and soon after a 
cluster of ships was discovered off Roseau. As our light in- 
creased, I made out five large ships, three frigates, two brigs, 
and small craft, under British colours, a ship of three decks, 
carrying a flag at the mizen. The frigates ranged too close 
to Fort Young ; I ordered them to be fired on, and soon after 
19 large barges, full of troops, appeared coming from under 
the. lee of the other ships, attended and protected by aa«urmed 
schooner full of men, and seven other boats, carrying car- 
ronades. The English flag was lowered, and that of France 
hoisted. A landing was immediately attempted on my left 
flank, between the town of Roseau and the post of Cache- 
crow. The light infantry of the 1st West India regiment, 
were .the first on the march to support Captain Serrant's com- 
pany of militia, which, throughout the day, behaved with great 
gallantry. It was immediately supported by the grenadiers of 
the 46th regim^it. The first boats were beat off, but .the 
schooner and one of the brigs coming close in shore, to cover 
the landing, compelled 6m troops to occupy a better posi- 
tion, a defile leading to the town. At this moment I brought 
up the grenadiers of the St. George's regiment of militia, and 
soon after the remainder of the 46th, and gave over to Major 
Nunn these brave troops, with orders not to yield the enemy 
one inch of ground. Two field- pieces were brought into ac- 
tion for their support, under the command of Serjeant Gteei, 
of the 46th regiment, manned by additional gunners and'saitois. 
These guns, and a 24-pouQder from Melville's, battery, shook 
the French advancing column, by the execution they did;. I 
sent two companies of the St. George s militia, under the com- 
mtindof lieut-Col. Constable, and acompany of the 46th, to 
prevent the enemy from getting into the rear of the position 
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occupied by Major Nuna. On . my return, we found the Ma- 
jestueux, of 120.gun8y iying opposite to Fort Young, pouT" 
ing in(<o the town. and batteries her broadsides, followed by 
the other 74*s and frigates, doing the same. Some artillery, 
seyernl captains, of merchantmen, with their sailors, and the 
artillery-militia,. manned five 24>pounders, and three 18'fl at 
.the fort, and five 24's.at Melville's battery^ and returned an 
:uiiinterrupted fire. . From the first post red-hot shot were 
thrown. At about ten o'clock, a. m. Major Nunn, most ua- 
fortunately for His Majesty's service, whilst faithfully exe-> 
cilting the. orders I had given, waa wounded, I fear mortally. 
This did not discourage the brave fellows. Captain O'Con- 
Hell, of^the 1st l^est. India, regiment, received the command 
apd a wound almost: at the same time ; however, the last cir- 
cumstance, could not induce him. to give up the honour of the 
firjst, ^and he continued ^ in the field, animating his men, and 
resisting the repeated charges of the enemy, until about one 
o'clock,. wlien, he obliged the. French to retire from their ad- 
vanced position with great slaughter. 

' '* It is impossibleifocmato do justice to the merit of that 
ofiicer. You will, I doubt not, favourably report his conduct 
to His Majesty, and, at the same time, that of Captain James, 
wha commanded. the 46th, and Captain Archibald Campbell, 
who commanded, the grenadiers of the 46th. Foiled and beat 

-A 

off'on the left, the;right fiank. was attempted, and a consider- 
ahle;force.iKas landed near Morne Daniel. . The regulars not 
exceeding 200, employed on the left in opposing the advance 
of their columns, consistingof ^,000 men, could afford me-no 
reinforcement ; . I liad only .the right .wing of the St George's 
regiment, of militia. to oj^se them, of about 100 men. They 
attacked with, spirit, but,, unfortunately, the frigates stood in 
so..cl0se. to. the. shore, to .protect , their: disembarkation, that 
after xeceiving a destcuctiyefire, they fled back and occupied 
the heights, of Woodbridge Estate. Then it was that a co- 
lumaof.the. enemy marched up Morne Daniel, and storaied 
. the .redqubt,, defended by^ small detachment,, which, aft^ an 
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oMiiiale resntaoce, tlwy carried. On my l«ft Captain O^Coii-^ 
nell was galnhq^ ground, notwitfagtandhig a fresh aapfly oC 
troops, and several field-pieces, wbach had been brought on 
skore by the enemy. 1 now observed a large oolnmn climb* 
ing the mountain to get in his rear. The town, whidi had 
been for some time in flames, was oidy protected by a light 
howitser, and a six^under to the right, supported by part 
of the light company of St George's regiment The enemy's 
large ships in Woodbridge-bay out of the reach of my gunS) 
my right flank gained, and my retreat to Prince Ruperts 
almost cut off*, I detiermined on one attempt to keep the 
sc^ereignty of the island, which the excellent troops I had, 
warranted. I ordered the militia to remain at their po8ts>. 
except such as were inclined to encounter more hardships 
and severe service ; and Captain O'Connell, with the 4flth 
under the command of Captara James, and the light com- 
pany of the 1st West India regiment, were directed to make 
a forced march to Prince Ruperts. I then allowed the 
President to enter into terms for the town of Roseau ; and 
demanded from ^e French general, that private property 
should be respected, and that no wanton or disgraced pil** 
lage should be allowed. This done, only attended by Bri-. 
gade-Major Prevost, and Deputy-Quarter-Master-G^neral 
Hopley, of the militia forces, I crossed the island, and in 24 
hours, with the aid of the inhabitants, and the exertions of 
the Caribs, I got to this garrison on the 2drd. After four days 
continued march, through the most difficult country, I might 
almost say, existing, Captain O'Connell joined me at Prince 
Riiperts, wounded himself, and bringing in his wounded, with 
a few of the royal artillery, and the precious remains of the 
46th regiment, and the 1st West India light company. I had 
no sooner got into the fort, than I ordered cattle to be drove 
in, and took measures for getting a store of water from the 
river in the bay. I found my signals to lieutenant-Colonel 
Brottghton, from Roseau, made soon after the enemy had 
landed, l^ad been received; and that in consequence, he had 
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Bftde (he most judiciovs airuigemento his gurison would id- 
lair ei^'for tlie drfenoe of iliis important post On tike 2§>ihf 
I received the letter of summons I have now the hohiMir to 
transmit, from Greneral of Division La Grange, and without 
delay, sent the reply you will find accompanying it. On the 
27th the enemy's cruizers hovered about the head; however, 
Che dentaur's tesder (Vigilante) came in, and was saved by 
our guns. I landed Mr. HendersoD, her commander, and his 
crew, to assist in the defence we were prepared to make. As 
far as can be collected, the enemy had about 4,000 men on 
boards and the whole of their foroe was compelled to disem-^ 
hade beibi^ diey gained an inch of ground. I trust this de- 
Bffatch by Capt O'Connell, to whom I beg to refer you; hb 
services entitle him to consideralioo. I am much indebted (o 
ike zeal and diseenuneat of Foot- Adjutant Geraly, who was 
vety aeceasafy to die execution of my orders. I cannot pass 
unnoticed Ijbe very soldier-lifce conduct of lieut. Wallis, of 
die 40th vcupment, to whom I had entrusted the post of Ca- 
cbean «r Scotshead; pero^ving our retreat, he spiked his 
guBSy destroyed bis aramumtion, and immediately commenced 
his march to join me ml Prince Ruperts, with his detach^ 
ment; nor that of lieutenant Shaw of the same regiment, 
who acted as an officer of artillery, and behaved with un^ 
fiOBftrnffiu ooelaess and jiidg/nent, whilst on the battery, and 
gzeat ipieseaQe of mind in securing the retreat of the addi-* 
tkwal gunners belongn^ to the 40th regiment. 

« On the SUik, after levying a contributioa on Boseau, 
the enemy reimbarkedj and hovered that day and the next 
about this port This morning the French fleet is seen off 
the south cod of Guadaloupe, under easy sail. Our loss you 
will perceive by the returns I have the honor to transmit, 
was inconsiderable, when compared<with that acknowledged 
by the enemy, which indiided several oflicers of rank, and 
about 300 others. 

** Geo, Prevost." 



<i 



P« S. As I find I cannot spare Captain O'Connellfrom 
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the duty of this garrisoiiy I must refer ]^ii to' th« M u st ttr 
of a Montreal vessel, who has engaged to deliver this de-- 
spatch.'' 

" Au Quartier'GMral au,Ro$ecm, 
le.M Ventoie, An 13. 

'■' Le G^n6ral de Division Lagrange, Grand Officier de la 
Legion de THonneur, &c. &c. 

' '' Monsieur le Cr^n^ral, 

*' Atant de commencer les operations militaires contre 
le fort oiH yous paraissez vous ^tre r^tir6, je viens remfrfir 
une pr^aktble autoris6 et pratiqu^, entre les nations civilis^es. 
<< Vous connoissez aussi bien, M. le G^^ral, votre position, 
et peat*toe m^me, I'inutilit^ d'une nouTelle Effusion de sang; 
vous avez dik g^mir en voyant le malheureux sort de la ville 
de Roseau; mon premier soin en y entrant a 6t6 de donner des 
ordres pour arr^ter Tincendie : mais par inalheur le mal 6tut 
dejk tr(^ grand. Le besoin en subsistance produit toujours 
des effetscruels, et le r^sultatpeut-en ^tre calculi plus posi- 
tivement que celui de toute autre chose. Ne f&t-ce que cette 
consideration, elle est plus que suffisante -sous la circon- 
stanoe oii vous vous trouvez pour accepter les conditions -ho^ 
norables queje suis dispos6 ^ vous accorder,et soustraire ainsi 
par un arrangement les habitans int^ressants de cette colonie 
k des nouveaux maUieurs presque -toujours inseparable des 
^v^emens de • la guerre. Veuillez, Mi le' G^n^ral^ me faire 
connoitre bient6t votre r^ponse; en attendant, recevez Tassu- 
rance de la haute consideration que j'ai pour vous. 

*' J^ai llionneur de vous saluer, 
(Signed) " Laorangs.'' 

** Eead'Quarten, Prince Ruperts, 

Feb. 2&th, 1805. 
"Sir, 

"J have had the honour to receive your letter. 
My duty to my King and country is so superior to every 
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dther. consideraAioii, liiat I hare only to thank, you for the 
obsefv^ons-you have been pleased to make on.the ofben in- 
entable consequences of war. Give me leaye^ individuq^Uyi 
to express the greatest gratitude for your humanity and kind 
tceatmeiit'Of my wife and children ; at ' the same. time to re- 
quest a continuance thereof , not only to .her and them,, but 
towards every other object you may meet with. 

''I have the- honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) " G, Prevost." 

Copy of a Letter from Lord Camden, . 

'' Sir, Downing Street, WtH May, 1805. 

" Your letter to me of the 1st of March, contain- 
ing your reports to Ueut-General Sir William Myers, of the 
attack made by a Trench squadron with a considerable body 
of troops on the Island of Dominica, of the gallantry with 
which«they were opposed, and of their retreat from that Island 
on the 27th February has beemlaid before the King. 1 have 
it in command from His Majesty to express his entire satis- 
faction in the judicious and brave exertions which you dis- 
played in this emergency ; and you will signify to the officers 
and men of the B^egular and Militia forces under 'your- comf- 
mand, His Majesty's entire' approbation of their spirited and 
meritorious services. 

*' I have honor to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) "Camden." 
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Letter from His Royal Highness the Duke' of York to 

the Earl of Camden, />. 9. 

'* Horse Guards, Nov. 26f A, 1805. 
'' My dear Lord, 

" I itAYE to acknowledge your lordship's letter of 

yesterday, recommending Major-General Prevost to my pe- 



J 
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CttUar piotectioB, firon tbft military spUtaoii knowledge wUdi 
he displayed in the late afiur with the enewjr o^ Domiaiea, 
and I request yoar lordship will be persaaded of the hi^fa aeise 
1 eateitain of the senrieee and ezertiena of Majev^Geaend 
Prerosty and that I shall ba happy ia araihiig myself el any 
opportoaky to reeommead him for a mark of Hia Majealy^s 
fayor. 

'' I remain, my dear Lord, 
'' Yours sincerely, 
" Frederick." 
*' To ike Earl tf Camden, K. 6. 

iJfCm CfC* €f€m, 



No. XII. 

Letter from the Speaker of ike House cf Astemify ef 
Dondniea to General PremeifjK IQ. 



'' Sir, *' Dominica, 11th May, 1805* 

** I HAVE the honor of transmitting to your £xcel- 
lency> by desire of the House of Assembly, a copy of their 
Resolutions of the 2d instant, expressive of their thanks of 
your late gallant defence of the colony against a French force 
so very superior, and appr(^riating the sum of 1,000 guineas 
for the purchase of a Sword, and a service of Plate to be 
presented to you in testimony qf their gratitude and appro- 
bation. 

It affords me a peculiar gratification to be the organ of the 
House on the present occasion, because I am thus furnished 
with an opportunity of e^ressiog the Ugfa esteem I entertain 
for your Excellency's character, not only as a brave, judi- 
cious, and experienced officer, in which capacity your merit 
has long stood conspicuous, but as a man of strict probity, 
and as a Governor whose public measures have uuiformly 
been directed by views of genend utility. When I say that 
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it is with llw deepest repet I contemplflte the departure of 
your Kccellency from this coloay» I speak the language of 
•very respectable member of the community-^but you go to 
reap in the approbfttion of your Sovereign^ and the applauses 
of your country, the well-eajned reward of your unremitting 
vigilance and indefatigable exertions, and I am persuaded 
tfiat you carry with you from hence the earnest wishes of all 
good men for the happiness and prosperity of yourself and 
your family. 

'^ I have the honor to be, 

',' With the highest respect, &c. &c. 
(Signed) " J. LucAS, 

" Speaker." 

The Govemor*s Reply. 

** Sir, '* Prince Ruperts, 3c2 June. 

*' You have conveyed to me, in terans most flatter- 
ing,, the thanks of the House of Assembly for my endeavours 
tp save this colony firom the misery of a foreign and oppres- 
sive yoke. As the organ of that body you have expressed^ 
its partial sentiments with a friendly zeal, that has made on 
my mind an impression not to be e&ced. 

Allow me. Sir, through you, to offer to the House of As- 
sembly my unfeigned thanks for the token I have received of 
its partial consideration of my services. That unanimity 
which has been our strength, uninterrupted, may render Do- 
minica, even in the present perilous moment,* almost invul- 
nerable. Whilst danger exists, I will never abandon my 
post; nor shall I ever cease to entertain a grateful recollec- 
tion of the sentiments the occasion has called forth. 
• go much of the- resolutions of the House as are not per- 
sonal to myself, I have caused ^to be given out in General 
Orders, to the Regular and Militia Forces. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) " G. Prevost.'' 

-^— ^^-^-^-^—— ^— ^^— ^ ■ 

* A Fxencb 9quadnm wa& in the V^est Indies. 
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No. xra. 

His Honor the President and Council, and tie Speaker 
and Gentlemen of the Assembly^ to IBs ExeeUenctf 
the Governor in Chiefs p. 10. 

The Board and House having come to the following Ke- 
solution of voting the sum of 1,000/. sterling, for the puipose 
of purchasing a Sword and Service of Plate to be presented 
to his Excellency Grovemor Preyost, in the name of the 
Colony, as a token of its gratitude for the gallant defence 

* • 

thereof by his Excellency on the memorable 22d February 
last. 

Also a sum not exceeding 300/. sterling, for defraying the 
expense of a Monument to the memory of the late Major 
Nunn who gaUantly fell on the same memorable occasion, 

Also the' sum of 100 guineas for the purchase of a Swoird 
to be presented to Major O'Connell, And 300/. sterling to be 
presented to Captain James, commanding the 40tfa regiment, 
to be laid out in the purchase of a Service of Plate for the 
use of the officers' Mess of that regiment — request your* 
Excellency's assent thereto, and that you will issue your* 
warrants to the Treasurer accordingly. 

T. Metcalf, President. 
J. LucAS; Speaker. 
Council Chamber, 12M May, 1805: 
Himae of Assembly, 15th May, 1805. 
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Besobaions of the Patriotic Cluby and Letter of^ the 
Chairman to General Prevost, p. 10. 

Patriotic Fund, JJoyd^g, May 14, 1805. 
At a Special General Meeting of the Committee held 
this day, 

Joseph Mamkyat, Esq. in the Chair^ 
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Read, from the London Gazette of the 7tfa of May, a letter 
from Lieut-General Sir William Myers, Bart, commanding 
His Majesty's troops in the Windward and Leeward Islands, 
to Earl Camden, one of his Majesty's principal Secretaries 
of State, inclosing a letter from Brigadier-General Prevost, 
Governor of Dominica, relating to the vigorous and gallant 
resistance made by the troops and militia under his com- 
mand, against the very superior force with which the French 
landed at Roseau, on the 22d of February last; his retreat 
to the fort at Prince Ruperts ; and the resolution he ex- 
pressed, in answer to the summons of General Lagrange, of 
defending it to the last extremity ; in consequence of which the 
enemy abandoned the enterprise, and evacuated the Island. 

Resolved, 

That. a Sword of the value of 100/., and a Piece 
of Plate, of the value of 200/., with appropriate inscriptions, 
be presented to Brigadier-General Prevost, for the distin- 
guished gallantry and military talents he displayed on that 
occasion, by which the sovereignty of the Island was pre- 
served to His Majesty's arms. 

That a Sword of Fifty Pounds value, and a Piece of 
Plate, of the value of 100/., with appropriate inscriptions, or 
that sum in money, at his option, be presented to Major 
Nunn, wounded while faithfully executing the orders of Ge- 
neral Prevost, '^ Not to yield to the enemy one inch of 
grround." 

That a Sword of 50/. value, and a Piece of Plate, of the 
value of 100/., with appropriate inscriptions, or that sum in 
money, at his option, be presented to Captain O'Connelt, 
whose wound did not induce him to forego the honour of the 
command to wMch he succeeded on Major Nunn being dis^ 
abled ; and in which he resisted the repeated charges of the 
enemy, notwithstanding their great superiority in numbers, 
till he obliged them to retire with great slaughter. 

Tbat the sum of 100/. be presented to Captain Colin Camp- 
bell, wounded. 
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That tk» sum of 40/. eaeh be gtveii to the ntea wkose 
wottndfl ha^e been atteoded with. disability or loss of KmlK 

That the sum of 20/. each be given to the other fluen ee- 
▼erely wounded. 

And the sum of 10/. each, to the men tlighlfy wonsdled, 
including the Militia of the Island. 

That Brigadier-General Pr^yost be requested to adtiae 
tile Committee of the mode in which the Resoludona lesfieei* 
ing himself, Mfyor Nunn, and Captain O'Connell, can be 
most acceptably carried into effect — to distribute Ike soms 
Toted to the nken wounded, and 4raw for the amount — fur- 
nishing the Committee with the names of the parties, andlJie 
sums respectively paid them — and to forward to 4ihe Coat- 
mittee the best information he can procure respecting the 
families of the men killed, including the Militia of the Island, 
that relief may be afforded to such widows, orfJums, and 
aged parents, as depended i^on them for support 

Joseph Mabryat, Chaitman. 

(Copy.) 

** Sir, Londm, May 15, tM&. 

" I have the honor to inclose you the renokrtitfns of 
the Committee of the Patriotic Fund, on their taking iMo 
coBsideration the official account of the gallant and isuocieBB- 
iiil defence, made by you, and .the brave' men nnder your 
command, against the very superior force with wIlic^ Ae 
enemy invested Dominica, on the 22d Februaiy hist. Iliat 
the 'Sovereignty <of the Island was preserved to the British 
Crown, mfust be in « great degree ascribed, under Divine 
Providence, to the talents with which you condn^ted the mi- 
litary operations ; to the confidence which t^se who served 
under you had in those talents; and the animation with whidi 
they were inspired by your exariiple. , 

** The primary object of this Fund being the relief of Ae 
wounded, and the families of those killed in the sernee of 
their country, the Committee, on every occasion^ restriel 
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tiieir votes of honorary marks of distinctioii for gallant con- 
duct, to the commanding officers. This, they trust, will 
satisfactorily explain to those brave officers, to whose merit 
you bear such honorable testimony, the reason of their not 
being noticed in these resolutions. 

** The Committee cannot but remark the very distinguished 
manner in which the inhabitants of Dominica have displayed 
those gallant exertions i^ainst the enemy, to which they so 
readily came forward to animate others, by contributing to 
this fund. The Committee trust, that in attending to &e 
other objects of the inclosed resolutions, you will be parti- 
cularly careful to recommend to their consideration, the dis- 
tressed relatives which any of the Militia of the Colony may 
have left unprovided for. Your bills, at three days sight, on 
Sir Francis Baring, Bart., Chairman of the Patriotic Fund, 
at Lloyds, for the amount of the sums voted to the wounded 
men, will be immediately honored. As those who are dis* 
abled, will be invalided and sent home, the Committee sulv 
mit it to your discretion, whethdr the gratuities to them had 
not better be paid them on their arrival here, under your 
certificate of their claims. 

** Y6u will be pleased to accompany your draft, with a 
letter, giving the names of the parties wounded, and the 
sums respectively paid to each ; which the Committee leafVe 
to your judgment, according to the nature and extent of the 
injuries they have received, instead of waiting for further 
information to act upon themselves. 

^' I have the honor to be, 8ir» 
'f Y<nir most obedient bmable sertant, 

*^ JoSBPtt MAItftTAT, 

ChaofdMH.'' 
\* Brigadier-General Prevo$tJ' 



e2 
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No. XV. 

At a General Meeting of West India Planters and 
Merchants f held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgetie 
Street, May 22, 1805, p. 10. 

ResoWed unanimously. 

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to his 
Excellency Brigadier-General Prevost, Governor of the 
Island of Dominica, for the distinguished gallantry and high 
military talents he displayed on the 22d of February, 18(15, 
in the defence and effectual protection of that Colony against 
a numerous, powerful, and unexpected force from France. 

And that this resolution be communicated to General Pre- 
YOst, in a letter from the Right Honorable Lord Penrhyn, the 
Chairman of this Meeting. 

Resolved unanimously. 

That this Meeting, impressed with the highest sense 
of the important service rendered to all the West India Co- 
lonies, by the able resistance made by Gt^neral Prevost to 
the landing of the enemy on the 22d of February, 1805, 
do request that he will accept from the general body of West 
India Planters and Merchants, a Piece of Plate, of the value 
of 300 guineas, with an inscription expressive of the sense of 
this resolution. 

Resolved unanimously. 

That the thanks of this Meeting be given to the 
Field-Officers, Captains, ond other Comoodssioned Officers 
of the Royal Artillery, the 46th regiment, the 1st West 
India regiment, and also to the officers of the Colonial Mi- 
litia, for the gallant conduct they respectively exemplified^ 
and the zealous co-operation they afforded on the same oc- 
casion, and that his Excellency the Governor be requested 
to communicate the same. 
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Resolyed unanimously. 

That his Excellency General Prevost be requested, 
in a letter from the Chairman, to signify to the Non-Commis- 
sioned Officers and Privates of his Majesty's Regular and 
Militia forces at Dominica, the high sense this Meeting en- 
tertains of their services in resisting the French force on the 
22d of February, 1806. 



No. XVL 

Extract from the Dominica Journal, of Saturday, July 

6th, 1805, jp. 10. 

• 

Roseau, July Gth, 1805. 

YisSTERDAY afternoon, embarked from Roseau, ! in .the 
Garrison-boat, (under a salute from Fort Young and Sc6f s 
Head) for Prince Ruperts, to join his amiable family, who 
left town the day preceding, his Excellency Major-General 
George Prevost, our worthy and highly respected Governor, 
a gentleman who retires from his government with the pleas- 
ing gratification of the consciousness of having faithfully dis- 
charged his duty to his Sovereign, at the same time that he 
has, as conscientiously, studied the interests of the people, 
over whom he has for nearly three years most uprightly and 
honorably presided. 

We presume not to arrogate to ourselves talents capable 
of becoming the panegyrists of a Prevost — we shall confine 
durselves to observing that his remembrance will be ever 
held dear in the breast of every worthy inhabitant of this 
Colony ; and by declaring that it is our sincere prayer that 
his merit may meet its due reward from our most Gracious 
Sovereign, and that himself and family may pass their future 
days in the enjoyment of every earthly felicity. 
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No. xvn. 

JDispaiehesfrom Sir George BeckmUh^ an4 Letter Jrom 

Lard Casilereagh, p. llv 

Downtng-Mtreet, Mar^ 27. 

The following despatches have this day been received from 
Iieut.-6eneral Beckwith, Commander of His Majesty's 
Forces in the Leeward Islands, addressed to Lord YiBCOiaat 
Castlereagh. 

** Martinique, Feb. 1. 
** My Lord, 

" In my last, No. 42, 1 had the honour to report to 
your Lordship the sailing of the army fsom Carlisle Bay upon 
the 28th ult. I have now the satisfaction to acquaint jour 
Lordship that we landed in tiro divisions upon the 30th ; the 
first division, under tlie orders of lieuten^lt^^en^ral % G«i 
Pkerost, consisting of between 6 and 7,000 men, at Bay Bo^ 
bart, on the windward coast, in the course of the aftemoeay 
without opposition; and, notwithstanding the difficulties of 
the country, we occupied a position on the banks of tbe Grand 
Lezard Biver before day-break of the 31st, with a corps of 
nearly 4,000 men, after a night march of seven miles through 
a difficult country. These services were greatly facilitated 
by the judicious and manly conduct of Captain Beaver, of 
His Majest3r's ship Acasta, who led into the Bi^y in a bold 
and officer-like manner, preceded by EQs Majesty's brig Fo- 
rester, Captain Bichards« The exertion^ and success of this 
measure were completely effective, two transports only strik- 
ing in the narrow passage at the entrance of the Bay. Hi- 
therto we l^Kve experienced no resistance from the militia of 
the country ; and they maoifest a disposition every where to 
return to their homes, in conformity to a joint pifoclamation 
by the Admiral and myself, which is obtainiiig a very e^ten* 
sive circulation. The second division of the army, consist- 
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iag of upwards of 3,000 meD, under the command of Major- 
General Maitland, landed near St. Luce and Point Solomon 
on the morning of the 30th ; but, as our communication wi^ 
that corps is not yet established, I cannot enter into any de- 
tails. Lieutenant-Greneral Sir G. Prevost, with the advance 
in my firont, will take possession of the heights of Bruno in the 
course of this day ; and I am led to expect wilt there, for the 
first time, feel the pulse of the regular troops of the enemy. 
The port of Trinite, which lies beyond the line of our opera- 
tions, will, by order of Captain Bearer, of the navy, be taken 
possession of this day, by a detachment of seamen and ma- 
rines from the ^tquadron to windward, under the command of 
Oaptain Dick, of the Penelope. The Admiral, with liie body 
of die fleet and store-ships, is in the vicinity of Pigeon Island, 
at the entrance of Fort Royal Bay. Our operations to wind- 
ward have been vigorous and effectual in point of time ; and 
the privations of the troops have been considerable, and borne 
in a manner worthy of the character of British soldiers. 
From what has passed, I am of opinion the inhabitants of the 
country manifest a friendly disposition ; and after the heights 
of Surirey shall be carried, which I expect will be strongly 
contested, the campaign will be reduced to the operations of 
a siege, and the defence of the fortress. — The services ren- 
dered by the captains and officers of the navy to windward 
have been great and essential, and the exertions of Captain 
Witiiers of the navy, principal agent for transports, peculiarly 
meritorious. 

" Geo. Beckwith, 
Com. Forces." 



it ~ ~ ~ 



Martinique f HeighU of Surirey, Feb, 3. 
My Lord, 

*' In my letter of the Ist inst I had the honour to 

report, for His Majesty's information, the progress then made 

in our operations against the enemy. My expectation that 

Lieutenant General Sir G. Prevost would meet them upon 
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Moroe Bruno, nod ^at the heights of Surirey would- be 
wannly contested, was realized in the course of the same 
day ; and both were carried under the direction of the lieu- 
tenant-Greneral, with that decision and judgment which be- 
long to this respectable officer, and much to the honour of 
.Brigadier-General Hoghton, the officers and men of the Fa- 
sileer brigade and light battalion, engaged on that .service. 
On the 2nd, it appeared to me to be desirable to extend. to 
the right of our position ; which was effected in a spirited 
manner by the King's infantry. An exertion was then made 
to carry the advanced redoubt ; but, having soon reason to 
believe that it would have been acquired with a loss beyond 
the value of the acquisition, the troops were withdrawn ; and 
the enemy abandoned it during the night, with another re- 
doubt contiguous to it, with evident marks of disorder : both 
will be occupied and included in our position this night. . Pi- 
geon Island surrendered at discretion yesterday, which ena- 
bles the shipping to enter Fort Royal Bay ; all the batteries 
on the Case Naviere side have been destroyed and aban- 
doned, a frigate and some other merchant-vessels burned, the 
lower fort abandoned, and all their troops withdrawn from 
Fort Royal to the principal fortress. I consider the investi- 
ture to be nearly completed, and we must now look for the 
operations of a siege. Time does not admit of details ; but 
your Lordship will perceive that these operations have been 
effected in eight days from our quitting Barbadoes, notwith- 
standing heavy rains and most unfavourable weather, in which 
the troops have borne every species of privation in a manner 
worthy their character as British soldiers. 

" Geo. Beckwith, 
Com. Forces."^ 

'' Campf Heighti of Surirey, 
*' My Lord, Martinique, Feb. 10. 

^' Having, in my communications of the 1st and 5th 
instant, submitted to your Lordship's consideration general 
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Teports^of the opierations of the anny I have the honour to 
<x»Bmandy I now beg leave to inclose the special reports of 
the General Officers commandiDg divisions, and of Brigadier- 
.Greneral Hoghton, whose brigade was in action upon the .1st; 
with separate returns of our loss upon the 1st and 2nd, which, 
I am inclined to believe, will terminate our operations in the 
field. — ^The lower fort, formerly Fort Edward, was taken pos- 
session of before day-break in the morning of the 8th, by 
Mi^or Henderson, commanding the Royal York Rangers, 
with that regiment, without resistance, and we now occupy 
'that work. St. Pierre surrendered to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barnes, of the 46th, the day before yesterday ; and I have 
not yet received the details. In the course of all these ser- 
vices, where the co-operation of the navy was practicable, 
the greatest exertions have been made by the Rear-admiral; 
and the important advantages rendered on shore by that ex- 
cellent officer. Commodore Cockbum, in the reduction of 
Pigeon Island, and the landing cannon, mortars, and ammu- 
nition at Point Negroe, and conveying them to the. several 
•batteries on that side, have been of the highest importance to 
the King's service. 

" Geo. Beckwith, 
Com, Forces." 






Martinique, Heights of Sutireyy Feb! 2. 
Sir, 

" In conformity with your orders, I disembarked on 
the 30th ult with the Fuzileer brigade of the 1st division of 
_the army, at Malgre Tout, in the Bay Robert, at four o'clock, 
. p^ m. and proceeded from thence , to De Manceau's estate, 
where I arrived late, in consequence of the. difficulties of the 
country, and the unfavourable state of the roads for the .move- 
ment of cannon. Before the dawn of the next day, I reach- 
ed Papin's, and proceeded from thence with the advance, 
composed of the Royal Fusileer regiment, and the grenadier 
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company of the 1st West India regiment The enemy 
taring before me, I reached the heights of De Bork'a ettete 
towards evening, where I was joined at day->light on ^ Ist 
Inst by Brigadier-General Hoghton, with the 23rd regiment 
and the light infantry battalion, under the command of Major 
Campbell, of the Royal West India Rangers. I lost no time 
after this junction, and pushed forwards the Hon. lieutenant- 
Colonel Pakenhun, with the 'Royal Pusileers, to possess 
himself of Mome Bruno; this movement I supported by the 
light infantry battalion, under Brigadier-General Hoghton, 
who was ordered, after uniting the two corps, to proceed to 
force the heights of Desfoumeaux, whilst I held the Royal 
Webh Fusileers in reserve, to strengthen such points of at- 
tack as might require it. On my coming on the heights of 
Sorirey, I had innumerable proofs of the valour and judgment 
of the Hon. Iieutenant*Colonel Pakenham, of the excellence 
of the Fusileer brigade, and of the spirited and judicious ex- 
ertions of Lieutenant-Colonel Ellis, and Majors Pearson and 
Ostley, of the 2drd or Royd Welsh Fusileers ; also of the 
bravery of Major Campbell and the light infantry battelioti; 
all of which have enabled me to retain this valuable position 
wi^out artillery, within 300 yards of the enemy's intrenched 
camp, covered with guns. The officers belonging to my staff 
distinguished themselves by their zeal and activity during the 
heat of the action. I have to lament the loss of Captain 
Taylor, Acting Deputy-Quarter-Master-General, who was 
severely wounded whilst rendering effectual services to his 
country .r^I cannot omit acknowledging, that to lieutenant 
Hobbs, of the Royal Engineers, I am indebted for the ra- 
pidity of our movements, and ultimate succesa, from his ac- 
ipiaintance with this country, which enabled him to guide and 
direct our movements. 

" Geo. Prevost, 
Iieut*-Gen.'' 
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(PriTEte.) 

*' Dawning^gtreet, Mw 2&ih, 1800. 
'' Dew Sir, 

'' I beg to coDgratulate you on the succeaafiil ter^ 

minEtioQ of the operations in Martinique, in uriUch you bore 

so distinguished a part. I hope that this will find you safely 

retuned to Nova Scotia, without having suffered in yomr 

health, from your West India campaign. 

** I remain, dear Sir^ 

*' Your faithful and obedient senrapt^ 

" Castlvrbaoh." 
<< Lieia.'6en. Sir O. Prevatt, 



No. xvm. 



Addresses presented to Sir George Prevost, an his Ar- 
rival at the Islands of Dominica and St. Christopher, 
p.U. 

To His ExceUeney Lieut, -Gen. Sir George Prevost, Bart, 

Sfc, Sfc, Sfc, 

" May it please your Excellency, 

** We, His Majesty's loyal subjects, the Members 
of the House of Assembly of the Island of Dominica, aYail 
ourselves of the occasion of your Excellency's visit to your 
late government, to repeat to you the assurances of the high 
esteem which we have ever entertained for the character of 
your Excellency, and to express our most grateful sense of 
the unabated zeal which your Excellency has evinced, on 
every occasion, to promote the welfare and prosperity of this 
colony, as well as to add glory to the arms of your country. 
'* With every anniversary of the 22nd February, will ^e 
senrices rendered by your ExceUeney recur to pur nnfmoiy. 
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not only from ^e gallantry displayed by your Excellency 
upon that occasion, when opposed to so superior a force , but 
for your subsequent exerti6ns in favour of the unfortunate 
sufferers by the fire, to which may be chiefly attributed the 
relief afforded them by the mother country. 

'' We beg leave to congratulate your Excellency upon the 
brilliant result of the operations against the enemy's most im- 
portant colonial possession, and by which, an opportunity has 
been afforded you, of acquiring fresh laurels, in addition to 
those which already g^race your Excellency. 

" We most heartily and sincerely wish your Excellency a 
prosperous and pleasant passage to your government, and we 
anticipate that reward which awaits you (ever most pleasing 
to a soldier) — the approbation of your sovereign. 

" Jno. Hy. Hobson, 

'' Home of Assembly, Speaker." 

\bth March, 1809." 



RepUf of Sir George Prebost, . 

** Mr. Speaker, and 

" Gentlemen of the House of Assembly, 

*^ I feel flattered . by your expressions of personal 
consideration, and highly gratified that my exertions in fa- 
vour of the sufferers on the memorable 22d of February, 
1805, were attended by some success. 

'' I thank you for your congratulations on the fjeivourable 

termination of a short, but brilliant canlpaign. 

" George Prevost." 
" Government'House, Ibth 

March, 1809.'' 



To His Excellency lAwi.-Gen, Sir George Prevost, Bart. 

Sfc, 8fc. Sfc. 

** May it please your Excellency, 

" We the merchants and inhabitants of this His 
Majesty's Island of Saint Christopher, beg leave to approadi 
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your Excellency with the wannest congratulations on your 
arrival in this colony; and to assure your Excellency that 
could, any circumstance enhance the satisfaction we receive 
upon this occasion, it must proceed from the happy contem- 
plation of the recent success which has crowned the exer- 
tions to which you hare so pre-eminently contributed in the 
reduction of the Island of Martinique to His Majesty's arms : 
a conquest which has at once given additional splendour to 
the British name, and added another signal example of your 

merit, perseverance, and intrepidity. 

" Although pre-eminent as your Excellency is viewed, by 
every class of your heroic brothers in arms, we cannot, how- 
ever, but assure your Excellency, that the high and general 
estimation which every inhabitant of the sister colony (hitherto 
entrusted to your command), feels toward you, (and which 
colony you so gallantly defended against a superior force), 
contributes most powerfully to endear you to every individual 
of this island, in the united character of a brave soldier and 
a good citizen. 

" We trust your Excellency's stay amongst us will be pro- 
tracted for a time equal to the wishes of this community, who 
anxiously express the most ardent desire of .offering to your 
Excellency every testimony of the high consideration they 
entertain of you, and the brave soldiers under your com- 
mand. 

'' A great and good King, who can appreciate' merit and 
bestow reward, will add stability to ourjexpressions, and pro- 
nounce to the world, by>his commendations, that we have 
not presumed to announce your merits, but from^ the truest 
heralds of your fame-r-men who have shared your dangers 
and received your smiles — the British soldiery." 

" Basseterre, March 2lst, 1809.'' 
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Repbf of Sir George Prevoei. 

To tkeMerckmmU amd MmkabUmwU of the Mtkmd of 

St. Ckrietopher. 
** Gendemen, 

** Highly flattered as I feel by the address of tiie 

merchants and inhabitants of His Majesty's Island of St. 

Christopher; the gratification I derive from this testimony of 

their consideration, increases my yeiy sincere regret that tihe 

interest of the public service deprives me of the opportoni^ 

of indulging my private feelings in making a longer stay than 

my duty will in ^e present instance permit ; — I shall ever 

most eagerly and joyfully avail myself of every occasion of 

testifying to this island, my sinoerest and best wishes for its 

welfare and prosperity. 

(Signed) '' George Prsvost." 

'' Bamterre, March 2Ut, 1009." 



No. XIX. 
Addreee frcm the Inhabiiafa$ of HdtifMi p. IS. 

To Eu EsoeOeiiaf Sir George Prevoet, Bart. ^ 4pe.4v. 

" Sib, 

f^ Yovs Eaodleney intending riiordy to leavte this 
Pftyviace, Ae inhabitants of Hldifiu cannot oftdt exprasMg 
la joutheir unleigaod' regret on the occasion, and, «t die 
iamie tine, testifying their gratitBde for the maiy reel bene- 
fits wUch the provmee has derived hem. yourshortadmini^ 
stration of the govemmenit. 

'* We have often been induced to come forward to mani- 
fest our esteem for many valuable and respectable characters, 
who have filled high stations in this country, for it has been 
our good fortune to have had many men of tried worth at the 
head of the civil, naval, and military departments here; but 



APP£NDIX, NO. XIX. 47 

bdieTe U8^^r» we use not the language of flatteryi whea w« 
say, that yn have never felt more sincere regret, than for 
your departiue from ««» 

\* Equity has been the rubig .priboiple of your adauni«tm- 
tioD, ^ud the most uofraoiittiag attention to public? bus&n^s 
its invariable practice : your indefatigable zeal carried you 
into the mosjtr remote parts of the provinoe, and you became 
early acquainted with our situation and our wants. The ooa- 
fidence wi A wych you inspired the legislative body^ indueed 
them to provide ample supplies for the different brimoheB of 
die public service^. The wisdom with which they have beea 
appropriated, equals the liberality with which they were 
granted, and must produce extensive and permanent benefits 
to the country at large. 

^' Your ears have been open to the petitioners of every 
class, and your ready a tt e ntio n to 4heir wants and their claims, 
has left no cause for complaint. With the sentiments of af- 
fectionate and respectful regard which you have excited in 
our breasts — ^while we deplore our loss, we cannot but derive 
consolation from the justly merited honours that cause your 
removal. 

4 

'^ We consider your appointment to the supreme command 
of British North America, as an earnest of the blessing which 
His Majesty's subjects, on the western side of the Atlantic, 
are ^ enjoy under the government of the august personage, 
Ike ^aaivehraiy of whose birth we this day aasMnbie to icoin* 
monorate. AtlUs dritioal ^riod, when the pr^fudioea and 
imsgaided councilftoCufteighbofming a^fttion vender it m^tioir 
pvobftble that we may be called u^oo to defend the invalu- 
aUe prmkigast^ Enf^i!^ineti> it must be a seurtse^ aatisfao^ 
tNii to every loyal fiul^ect^ that. Hii Eojral Highness^ in the 
aane ^ HMir venerable •sovereign, has entrusted the defence 
of these colonies to an officer, who has so frequently |^ve4 
hnis^ westhy elf coaMuaaduig British ed^mieli. May he 
ever. Sir, be Uius influenced in iia notniuatioBs to offices of 
^raat trait and high respoHsibilily, fay the merit of those M 
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whom -they are to be conferred. We thank yon for your coo- 
detcension in permitting your portrait to be taken and left 
with as. It will be a perpetual memorial of a personage, 
whose public conduct and private yirtaes haye been so be- 
neficial and endearing to His Miyesty's subjects in this pro- 
▼ince. 

'* You go, Sir, to a more exalted station ; but you cannot 
go where you will be more beloved or respected. In taking 
our leave of you, permit us to assure you of our warmest 
wishes, that every blessing may be yours, and every happi- 
ness attend yonr amiable and exemplary lady, and each in- 
dividual of your excellent &mily. 

" HaUfax, \2th Awftut, 1811." 



No. XX. 

Addresses from the Clergy of Nova Scotia ^ ^c. S^c. to 
Lieutenant 'Generid Sir George Prevost, Bart. 8^c. 
Sfc. ^c. p. 12. 

" Sir, 

*' Although the clergy of the established church 
of Nova Scotia most cordially join in the general tribute of 
respect, which is now offered to your Excellency; and very? 
largely share in the sincere regret, so universally excited by 
your intended departure from this province ; the important 
benefits which you have rendered to the sacred objects of our 
profession, by your Excellency's exertions in their behalf, im- 
pel us to a more particular expression of our gratitude, and 
our grief. 

'* Your Excellency has a claim upon the best acknow- 
ledgments we can offer, for every mark of respect to our 
office, and every condej^cending attention to ourselves, that 
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we could receiye at your hadds; aocotinpaaied by cpntinui^l 
endeavours to. promote the cause of literature and religion 
in this, colony. 

'' Through your Excellency's attentive kindness, and your 
representations to the throne, the most benevolent assistance 
has been extended to our churches, and in every part of the 
province they are now receiving improvement and enlarge- 
ment. While our dutiful and affectionstte gratitude is di^ 
rected towards the royal source of these gpreat. benefits, we 
canoQt be; wanting in warm and gratefiil respect, for th^ 
channel through which they have been obtained.. 
. *' Nor are we under less obligation, for the uniform and 
exemplary attention of your. Excellency, and your family,. to 
the public and private duties of religion. You will permit 
us, Sir, though duly sensible of your other numerous and 
distinguished merits, to consider this among the brightest 
ornaments. of your character. It supplies us with most gr^T 
tifying evidence, to an important truth, that the ablest and 
best, servants, to their King and country, must be sought 
among those who are most faithful to their God. 

^Feeling as we. do the extensive and peculiar benefits of 
your Excellency's residence among us, it is impossible that 
we should not have the deepest regret for your departure. 
But it will be our duty to seek for alleviation for our sorrow, 
in grateful' recollection of the benefits we have already re- 
ceived, and in X humble hope .that the influence of your Ex- 
ample will remain, when 'we can no longer enjoy the advan- 
tages of your presence. We have unfeigned satisfaction also, 
in the increased honours, and more extensive command, to 
which you are called, by the discerning favour of your Prince; 
and we shall have much comfort in reflecting, that althiough 
your Excellency will be advanced from the particular charge 
of this province, we shall still have, the happiness of being 
under your general government. 

'' Permit us to assure you, Sir, that our sincerely, affecr 
iiooate respect- and esteem will ever follow, you; aid that 

d 
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our fenrant prayers are now oSeied, and will be long con- 
tinued, for every blessing to yourself and famOy ; ^or every 
honour you can now enjoy ; and for unfading glory when di 
the honours of the world shall have passed away." 



<i 



HaUfax^ Ang. IM, IdH." 



Hi$ EjDceOene^i Repbf. 



** I received with sentiments of peculiar satisfaction, 
the address of the Right Reverend the* Bishop and the deigy 
of Nova Scotia. 

** My fervency in that important cause they especially pro- 
mote, renders their favourable consideration of my govern- 
ment, an act at once gratifying for ih^ past, and encouraging 
for the future, under whatever situation my sovereign's com- 
inands may place me. I am well aware, that if our revered 
and pious King could investigate the course of my admini- 
stration in this province, there is no part of it which would 
ensure me his royal favour, equal to the testimony with which 
I am honoured in this address. 

" George Pkevost." 
*f OfmemmiOU Haute, 

16IA Amguit.'' 

Halifax^ Augmt 19. 

The following addresses were presented to his Excellency 
Sir (jreorge Prevost, Bart last week. 

The Address of the dnmcil to hii ExceUency Sir .George 

PreDOst, Bart, JAeut.-Govemor of Nwa-S^tiaf Sfc. Sfc ifc 

• '• 

"Sir, 

" His Majesty's Oouncil cannot take leave of your 
Excelleney at this Board, without an expression of those sen- 
timents which they cordially feel upon the painful eve of your 
departure. 

'' The genend regret of the province upon tids occaik»B> 



J 
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penradiQg every class, and flowing fVom the purest of sources, 
must afford you. Sir, the most satisfactory evidence, that you 
have lived here in the hearts of His Majesty's subjects; — 
and that you have well merited the affection they manifest: 
to us who have had the honour of a closer communication 
with your Excellency, and have, thus, become intimately ac- 
quainted with your talents and your virtues, you have been 
more perfectly known ; — by us, you will of course be doubly 
regretted. 

' " We early discovered your vigilance, and energetic zeal 
for the good of the province, — your acute discernment of its 
best interests, — your perseverance in the pursuit of every ob- 
ject that could lead to its welfare, — and your unwearied at- 
tention to its minutest concerns; — we soon discovered that 
excellent understanding, which has so well fitted you to go- 
vern, and that integrity and independence, which have ren- 
dered your government so beloved, and so respectable. 

** It is, however, to the&e talents and virtues, that we are 
to impute our present loss ; — the discerning mind of our excel- 
lent Prince has called you to a higher appointment, and our 
fellow subjects of a sister colony will have the satisfaction 
of receiving that boon, with which we are now parting; — we 
have a consolation, however, in reflecting, that we are still to 
remain within the influence of your valued abilities, and that 
we may feel the effects of their spirited exertions, in a con- 
tiguous, and more extensive quarter of the British empire;— 
wherever your duties, civil or military, may call you, to the 
cabinet as a statesman, or to the field as a soldier, we are 
confident you will deserve well of your country, and justify, 
to the fullest extent, the very high opinion upon which your 
preferment has been founded. 

As your council, — with whom you have ever advised, upon 
terms of the most unreserved candour and harmony,— as your 
friends, — with whom you have ever associated, upon terms of 
the most affectionate condescension ; we. Sir, with feelings 
of the purest regret,*-pand with die sincerest wishes for the 

d2 
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welfare of yourself and your family , — earnestly bid you fiue- 
well.'' 

Answer. 

'' Gentlemen^ 

*' The expressions of general esteem and approba- 
tion^ with which I have been honoured, concurring with tiie 
sentiments of His Majesty's Council, is a circumstance pecu- 
fiarly gratifying to me. You, gentlemen, are intimately ac- 
quainted with the principles upon which my conduct has been 
founded, others can only judge from the effects produced by 
the measures pursued during my administratioii. 

*' If my endeavours in the public service have been suc- 
cessful, I may ascribe much of that success to the able as- 
sistance I have received from you. 

" Your advice, ever springing from a perfect knowledge 
of the true interests of the province, a due regard to the just 
rights of the people, and a zealous attachment to His Ma- 
jesty's person and government, has enabled me to accomplish 
objects of much promise to the future prosperity of this pro- 
vince. 

<f ** Having expressed the obligations I feel on public ground, 
I am not the less sensible of those of a personal nature. 

*' I shall ever reflect with satisfaction on the happy state 

of our intercourse during the period of my administration. — 

It is, therefore, with feelings of the sincerest regard, I repeat 

your farewell. 

" George Prbvost." 
'' Government House, 

leth Aug. 1811." 

To his Excellency Sir George Prevost, Sari. LietU.-Govemar 
and Commander'in'Chuf in and over His Majesttfs Pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia, Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 

" We die undersigned representatives for the county 
and townships within the county of Hants, as well for ourr 
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selves as our constituents : the clergy and magistrates in the 
same county, beg leave to address your Excellency upon 
your departure from this government. 

" We have recently heard with mingled joy and concern, 
that His Majesty has raised you to the distinguished, but 
well-merited favour of being appointed Governor-General of 
the British Provinces in North America, and that your Ex- 
cellency will immediately proceed to your government Upon 
this occasion we cannot forbear expressing our grateful sense 
of your wise and mild administration. 

" The ardour manifested by your Excellency, in promoting 
the true interests of this province, has made a deep impres- 
sion upon the minds of the people of this happy and highly- 
favoured colony. 

'* Tinder your government. Sir, though a short one, the 
agriculture, commerce, and fisheries of the province have ra- 
pidly increased ; religion has been cherished, schools esta- 
blished, extensive roads of communication with the capital 
opened and improved, the militia organized and disciplined, 
and under the most salutary regulations rendered efficient. 

'' The inhabitants of the county of Hants, deeply impressed 
with a sense of the benefits they have received, will ever Ve- 
tain a grateful recollection of them, and while they lament 
the departure of your Excellency from this government, are 
made happy by the consideration tibiat your Excellency has 
experienced an additional mark of the Royal favour. 
' " We earnestly pray that your Excellency, Lady Prevost 
and family, may have a pleasant voyage, and arrive in safety 
at Ihe seat of your government, and be attended throughout 
life with Ihe choicest blessings of Providence. 

[Signed by the Representatives, Magis- ' 
trates, Clergy, and other principal In- 
habitants.] 

'' Windsor, ISth August, 1811." 
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Reply. 

** Gentlemen, 

''.With feelings of satisfaction and gratitude, I return 
you my best thanks for Ihe warm assurance of your reg^urd^ 
so kindly manifested in your address upon my departure. 

** Your high approbation of my measures I shall ever re- 
tain as an additional pledge of the general esteem of this 
province, which it has been my ambition to acquire; and, be- 
lieve me, that among those of His Majesty's subjects, who 
have favoured me with their good opinion and good wishes, 
I feel much pleasure in receiving the aJQTectionate address of 
the flourishing county of Hants. 

** George Prevost. 
'* Government Hmue, 

leth Aug. 1811." 

To Hu Excellency Lieut.-General Sir Oeorge Prevost, Bart. 
Ideut.'Govemor and Commander-in'Chief in and over HU 
Majeity*9 Province of Nova Scotia, and iU Dependencies, 
Sfc. Sfc. 8fc. 

'' May it please your Excellency, 

" The magistrates and militia officers of King's 
County, humbly intreat, that they may be allowed to offer 
their assurance of high respect and unfeigned esteem to your 
Excellency, on your departure from Nova Scotia. Your 
Excellency's unwearied attention to the welfare and best in- 
terest of this province, have engaged admiration, and given 
you a strong claim to our gratitude ; while the wisdom, mild- 
ness, ^nd firmness of your administration have commanded 
general confidence; and such are your military talents, that, 
though storms have been hovering around us, and threatened 
to burst over our heads, with dependence on Divine protec- 
tion, we have felt secure, while our armed force was under 
your direction. 

*' The virtues of your character have endeared you to the 
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inhabitants of Nova Scotia^ and we cannot but feel regret at 
your departure : but a higher and more important station re- 
quires your talents and. abilities ; and we beg leave to con- 
gratulate you on the flattering testimony you have received 
of royal" favour and approbation. 

** Permit us to say, that we shall ever feel a lively interest 
in every thing that regards your Excellency, and that the 
name of Sir George Frevost will ever be dear and honoured 
among us. 

'' To Lfidy Prevost we beg leave to tender our best re- 
spects, and sincere wishes^ for her future happiness. 

^ May a pleasant passage await you, and may you con- 
tinue to receive, from our gracious Sovereign, those rewards 
which your services so justly entitle you to. 

[Signed by the Magistrates, Clergy, 
Militia Oflicers, and other princi|)al 
Inhabitants.] 

'' Av^fwt l&tk, 1811.'' 

Eeply, 
** Gentlemen, 

** Feeling a sincere regard for every class of people 

within this happy colony, 1 need not say that your kind ad* 

dress cannot but add to my gratification. 

** I have made it my study to become acquainted with 
every part of the Province, with its views, its resources, and 
its advantages ; but of your county I have had the satisfac- 
tion to obtain a more particular knowledge. 

** The high state of its cultivation, and the agricultural 

benefits attending it, should make you proud of the land on 

which you live. 

. ** Permit me, in return for your cordial address, to express 

my sincere wishes that your prosperity may continue, and 

that you may long live a firee and happy people, under the 

best of governments. 

** Gboroe Prevost." 
'' Goeemmenl Houses 

leth Aug. 1811." 
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No. XXI.» 

Address from the House of Assembly of Upper Canada 
to Sir George Prevost, March 1813, |?. 75. 

•* May it please your Excellency, 

*' We, bis Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, * 
the Commons of Upper Canada in Provincial Parliament* 
assembled, beg leave to congratulate your Excellency on* 
your arrival in this Province, and to express the nnfeigned 
satisfaction it affords us in as much as it is an additional' 
proof of the high interest your Excellency takes in the ge- 
neral welfare of this colony. 

** We should be wanting to the sovereign, under whose pa- 
ternal care we have so long lived, to our country and to our- 
selves, were we to neglect to offer to your Excellency at 
this time, the sentiments of gratitude with which we feel 
inspired for the marks of your attention manifested in pro- 
viding clothing for a considerable portion of the loyal and 
brave militia of this Province, as well as for the active and 
vigorous exertions which have been made, and are now mak- 
ing for st;rengthening our marine force upon the Lakes, which 
will enable us to secure and preserve that superiority upon 
that favourite element to which Great Britain is indebted for 
her prosperity and glory ; and on which our safety so mate^ 
lially depends. 



* These addresses are extracted from a work, entitled, " the Cana- 
dian Inspector/' published at Montreal, in 1815, for the express puipose of 
noticing and confuting the assertions made by the author of the letters' 
ifnder the signature of Veritas, respecting the measures of Sir George Pre* 
vest,' in the prosecution of the war. Upon the authority of these letters the. 
Qiuarterly Beviewer has mainly relied, and has had the boldness to declare, 
that " no reply was ever attempted to be made to the statements contained in 
them, gr doubt eoer-espressied in ihe Provinces of their correctnecs."— ^Review, 
p^ 408. 
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f" 



Emerging from a state of infancy, the inhabitants of thiiP 
proyince Jiave been eaabled, by liie aid afforded them by your 
£l»!eUency in his Majesty's regmlar forces, to defeat the de- 
signs of the enemy ; although his numbers have been in every 
iostaoce so superior. 

, ' ^' To suppose your Excellency will not continue to extend 
every assistance to iis in this emergency, would be the. height 
of incredulity, after the testimony we have already, witnessed 
of your vigilance and affectionate solicitude for our preserva- 
tion.' It would be superfluous, therefore, to suggest how 
much we stand in need of the fostering hand of our mother 
country — to be directed by the wisdom of your Excellency, 
in order that we may maintain the laws and constitution sa 
dearitb.us, and which it is our sincere hope we may transmit 
unimpaired to our posterity. 

i *' We hesitate not to say, that the energy your Excellency 
may. exercise towards the attiainment of this great end, wUl 
be zealously seconded by the people of this Province, and 
that their efforts under the influence of an omnipotent power, 
and the devotion of your Excellency's military skill, will be 
eventually successful. 

^* Allan McLean, 
Speaker." 

Address from tite Inhabitants of York to Sir George Prevost, 

** May it please «y our Excellency, 

*^ We the Magistrates and other inhabitants of the 
town of York, are happy in having an opportunity of paymg 
that respect, which we owe to your Excellency, and of offer- 
ing our most sincere thanks and acknowledgments for the 
attention you have been pleased ta shew to this province. 

^* The pride and pleasure which we feel from the behaviour 
of our gallant militia, is greatly heightened when we con- 
sider that their conduct is honoured with your approbation,, 
and Jthat you are pleased to testify your sense of their ser- 
vices in ordering clothing for a considerable proportion of, 
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Ihflir nmiber; an act of benerdenoe and homanily wlilch 
win make a deep and lasting imfHretBion on tbeir minds; awt 
stimnlate them to preaerre that high character which th^ 
have already acqnired. 

** But we shoddy indeed, be much wanting to yoar Exc^ 
lency, as well as to onrselTeSy if we did not on this occasion,, 
with gratitode acknowledge die obligation which this pro- 
vince lies under to the valour and discipline of his Miyesty'n 
regular forces, whose courage and conduct, on the most try-* 
ing emergencies, have done honour to the name and to ^e 
character cf a British soldier. 

'^ We are particulariy gratified, and offer oar most sincere 
thanks and acknowledgments for the yigorous exertions whick 
have been made, and are still carrying on towards the 
strengthening our provincial marine, by order of yomc £k^ 
cellency, fully convinced that to maintain a superiority upon 
the Lakes is an object of the first importance to this Pro- 
vince. 

** Thankful for that success which has hitherto crowned his 
Majesty's arms under your command, we earnestly beg for 
its continuance, entertaining the pleasing hope, that by ouf 
own conduct, and the exertions of bur brave defenders, we, 
in this Colony, by the blessing of God, may long remain 
under the protection of our parent State, a free, brave, and 
loyal people. 

'' Thomas Scott, 
Chairman.'' 

Addnuftom the InkabUamU of Eingsiim to Sir Oeor^ 

Prevott. 

** May it please your Excellency, 

** We, his Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, 
(he Magistrates, Officers of the Militia, and other inhabitants 
of the town of l^ngston, and other parts of the Midland 
District, beg leave respectfully to express the high sense we 
entertain of your Excellency's watchful care for the safety 
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ci this Prcmnce, which has kd you at this inclement seaii^on 
to iindertaki& a toilsome journey of many hundred miles foi 
die purpose- of visiting and inspecting its extensive frontiersi 
Your presence, Sir, cannot but difluse fresh energy in all 
classes of his Majesty's subjects, and encourage them to 
continue their zealous co-operation in the common cause; 
and we Isrust that under the judicious arrangement which has 
been made by your Excellency's orders. Divine Providence 
will continue to crown our exertions in defence of the Pro* 
vince against bis Majesty's enemies with the same success by 
which they have been hitherto happily distinguished. 

" Kingstm, March 7, 1813." 

Addreiifrom the InhabitanU of the Eastern Dutriet of Uppe^ 

Canada to Sir George Prevost. 

'* To his Excellency Sir George Prevost, Knight and Ba- 
ronet, Captain General, &c. &c, &c. The loyal address 
of the Inhabitants of the Eastern District. 

** We, his Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, inhabitiints 
of the Eastern District of Tipper Canada, beg leave to pre- 
sent to your Excellency our unfeigned, and heartfelt congra-r 
tulations on your safe return from your long and fatiguing 
journey to the upper parts of this Province, which ypur ar- 
dent zeal for the service of your kiog and country, and pa- 
ternal solicitude for the security of this pprtion of his Majesty's 
dominions only could induce you to undertake. 

** We thank heaven for having'preserved your Excellency'^ 
person from all the dangers to which you have been expo9^ 
not only from the enemy in the long line of frontiers through 
which you had to pass, but from the contagious diseases, 
Whi^h rage through many parts of these Provinces, and odwr 
dangers incidental to a journey of upwards of a thousasd 
miles in a country like this, still destitute of inns» and proper 
accommodations for travellelhSi and at the most inclement 
season of the year. 
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*^ So illnstrioas an example of desfnaing danger and sacri-. 
ficing personal ease and comfort, exhibited by the repreaen- 
tative of our beloved sorereign, both chears and animates us 
to bear with resignation our individual privations in the 
glorious cause in which we have to struggle. We now ex- 
perience the truth which we have so often heard with won- 
der from others, that your Excellency's prudence carries with 
it an irresistible attraction and confidence among all classes 
of people, wherever you go. We should consider it criminal 
to complain of the hardships to which the present state of 
warfare ^as subjected us, in common with all our fellow-sub- 
jects in this Province ; perfectly convinced, as we are, of your 
Excellency's earnest wish and readiness to alleviate our suf- 
ferings as much as lies ill your power. 

** The auspicious event which, in the late brilliant success 
of His Majesty's arms at Ogdensburg, so closely followed 
the arrival of your Excellency in Upper Canada, flatters us 
with the hope that tibiis will be but one of the happy conse- 
quences of your visit We cannot express to your Excel- 
lency in terms sufficiently strong, our satisfaction in thus 
having an opportunity of teaching the enemy that their re- 
peated insults, and wanton attacks upon our shores, are not 
to be borne with impunity. 

'* Td your Excellency's active and fertile mind we look up 
with much confidence for the vigorous and energetic mea- 
iBures, to prosecute a war, into which the insidious policy of 
a faithless and inveterate enemy has involved our country 
^lid ourselves, and in which are feared every thing which 
can render life desirable at stake. 

' *' *We are determined to stand or fall by the parent country, 
and to defend the crown and dignity of our revered sove- 
teign, our families and our properties, with the last drop of 
oar blood. We know that justice id on our side, and wci 
trust that the God of liatUes will continue to favour biir cause 
as he has hitherto done. Indeed we do not allow ourselves 
to entertain the smallest doubt of a glorious, termination c^ 
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the contest under your Excellency's goyejrpinent:and Hea- 
yen's protection. 

" Gkngary, March 8, T8I3." 



No. XXII, 

Official Report of Col. Baynes^ jp. 81. 

Extract of a Letter from lieut-General Sir George Prevosl 
to Earl Bathurst, dated Head-Quarters, Kingston, June 1, 
1813. 

** Although as your Lordship will perceive by the report 
of Colonel Baynes, which I have the honour herewith to 
transmit, the expedition has not been attended with the com- 
plete success which was expected from it, I have great sa. 
dsfaction in informing your Lordship that the courage and 
patience t>f the small band of troops employed on this occa- 
sion, under circumstances of peculiar hardship and privation, 
have been exceeded only by their intrepid conduct in the 
field, forcing a passage at the point of the bayonet through 
a thickly wooded country, affording constant shelter and 
strong positions to the enemy; but not a single spot of 
cleared ground favourable to the operations of disciplined 

soldiers." 

• - • • 

«' JEfft^f^oft, ilfay 30, 1813. 
* " Sir, 

''I have the honour to. report to your Excellency, 

that in conformity to an arranged plan of operations with. 

Commodore Sir James Yeo, the fleet of boats, assembled 

astern of his ship, at 10 o'clock in the night of the 28th 

inst, with the troops placed under my command, and led: by 

a.gun-][>oat under Uxe direction of Captain Mulcastqr, Royal, 

Navy, proceeded towards Sackett's. Harbour in the. Qrdeir 

prescribed to the troops, in case the detachment was. obliged 
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to march in odvnii» m. the GreBadier Compaajr, lOMk, with 
one section of the Royal Scots, two Companies of the 9&, 
or King's, four of the 104th, two of the Canadian Yoltigeurs. 
Two six-pounders, with their gunners, and a Company of 
Grlengary Light Infantry, were embarked on board a ligkt 
schooner, which was proposed to be towed under the direc- 
tion of Officers of the Navy, so as to insure the guns bein^ 
landed in time to support the advance of the troops. Al- 
though the night was dark with rain, liie boats assembled in 
the vicinity of Sackett*8 Harbour, by one o'clock, in oomn 
pact and regular order ; and in this position it was intended 
to remain until the day broke, in the hope of effecting a land- 
ing before the enemy could be prepared to line the woods 
ynih troops which surround the coast; but unfortunately^ a 
strong current drifted the boats considerably, while the dark« 
ness of the night and ignorance of the coast, prevented them 
from . recovering the proper station until the day dawned, 
when the wh<^e pulled for the point of debarkation. It waa 
my intention to have landed in the cove formed by Hone 
Island, but on approaching it, we discovered that the enemy 
^ere fully prepared by a very heavy fire of musketry, froi^ 
the surrounding woods which were filled with Infantry, snpf 
•ported with a field-piece. I directed the boats to pull round 
to the other side of the Island, where a landing was effected 
in good order and with little loss, although executed in the 
face of a corps formed with a field-piece in the wood, and 
under the enfilade of a heavy gun of the enemy's principal 
battery. The advance was led by the Grenadiers of the 
100th regiment, with undaunted gallantry which no obstade 
cbidd arrest; a narrow causeway, in many places under 
water, not more than four feet wide, and about four hundred 
paces in length, which connected die Island with the main*- 
land, WM occupied by the enemy in great force with a six^ 
ponHideir. It was forced and carried in the most spil^^ed 
manner, and the gun taken before a second discharge txnild 
'be made from it : a tumbril, with a f^w rounds of ammumr 
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fion WES foami; but> unfoitanfttely^ the artilleT3^eD weve 
still behind^ the schooner not having been able to get up in 
time : and the troops were exposed to so heayy and galling 
a fire, from a numerous but almost invisible foe, as. to render 
it impossible to halt for the artillery to come^ up. At this 
spot two paths led in opposite directions round the hilt* I 
directed Colonel Young, of the King's regiment, with half 
of the detachment to penetrate by the left, and Major Drum- 
mond, of the 104th, to force the path by the right, which 
proTcd to be more open and was less occupied by the enemy. 
On the left the wood was very thick, and was most obsti- 
nately maintained by the enemy. The gun-boat which :had 
covered our landing, afforded material aid by firing into the 
woods ; but the American soldier, secure behind a tree,«.was 
only to be dislodged by the bayonet. The spirited advance 
of a section produced the flight of hundreds ; from this ofaser<> 
vation all firing was directed to cease, and the detachment 
being formed in as regular order as the nature. of the ground 
would admit, pushed forward through the wood npoB.the 
enemy, who although greatly superior in numbers, and sup- 
ported by field-pieces, and a heavy fire from their foFt> fled 
with prtBcipitation to their block-house and fort, abandoning 
one of their guns. The division under Colonel Young was 
joined in the charge by that under Major Drummond, winch 
was executed with such spirit and promptness, that many of 
the enemy fell in their inclosed barracks, which were set on 
fire by our troops. At this point the further energies oithe 
troops became unavailing. Their block-house and stockaded 
battery could not be carried by assault; nor reduced by Jfieldh 
pieces, had we been provided with them — the fire of the gun- 
boats proved inefficient to attain that end — light and adverse 
winds continued, and our large vessels were still far offl The 
enemy turned the heavy ordnance of the battery to the ihte'- 
rior defence of his post. He had set fire to the store^house 
in the vicinity of the fort. Seeing no object, within ourxeacfa 
to attain that ooald compensate for the loss we were momen- 
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tarily flustainingy fircMU the heayy lire of Uke enemy's canDoa, 
I directed the troops to take up the position on the crest of 
the hill we had charged from. From this position we were 
ordered to reimbark, which was performed at our leisure, 
and in perfect order, the enemy not presuming to show > 
single soldier without the limit of his fortress. Your Excel- 
lency baling been a witness of the zeal and ardent courage 
of erery soldier in the field, it is unnecessary in me to assure 
your Excellency that but one sentiment aniri^ted . eyery 
breast — ^that of discharging to the utmost of their power their 
duty to their King and country ; but one sentiment of regret 
and mortification prerailed, in being obliged to quit a beaten 
enemy, whom a small band of British soldiers had driven 
before them for three hours, through a country abounding in 
strong positions of defence, but not offering a single spot of 
cleared ground favourable for the operation of disciplined 
troops, without having fidly accomplished the duty we were 
ordered to perform. The two divisions of the detachment 
were ably commanded by Colonel Young, of the King's, 
and Major Drummond of the 104tb. The detachment of the 
King's and Major Evans nobly sustained the high and esta- 
blished character of that distinguished corps ; and Captain 
Burke availed himself of the ample field afforded him in 
leading the advance to display the intrepidity of British 
Grenadiers. The detachment of the 104th, under Major 
Moodie, Captain M'Pherson's company of Glengary light 
Infantry, and two companies of Canadian Voltigeurs, under 
Major Herriot, all of them levies of the British Provinces 
of North America, evinced most striking proofs of their 
loyalty, steadiness, and courage. The detachment of the 
Royal Newfoundland B^giment behaved with great gak 
lantry. Your Excellency will lament the loss of that active 
and intelligent officer, Captain Gray, acting Deputy-Quarter- 
Master-General, who fell close to the enemy's work while 
reconnoitring it, in the hope to discover, some opening to 
favour an assault. Commodore Sir James Yeo conducted 
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the fleet, of boats in the attack, and accompanying the ad- 
vance of the. troops directed the co-operation of the gun- 
boats. 1 feel most grateful for your Excellency's kind con- 
sideration in allowing yourAids-de-Camp, Majors Coore and 
Fulton, to accompany me in the field; and to these officers 
for the able assistance they aflforded me. 

'' I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
(Sighed) '' Edward Baynes. 

** Colouel Glengary light Infantry 
Commanding." 

** To His Excellency Lieut.'General * 

Sir George Prevosi, Bart.^ Sfd." 

Return of killed, wounded^ and missing, in an attack on 
Sacketfs Harbour, on the 29fA of May, 

Total.— 1 General Staff, 3 Serjeants, 44 Rank and File 
killed. 3 Majors, 3 Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 1 Ensign,. 7 
Serjeants, 2 Drummers, 172 Rank and File, 2 Gunners 
wounded. 2 Captains, 1 Ensign, 13 Rank and File wounded 
and missing. 
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Extracts of Letters from Sir George Prevost to BrtgOr . 

dier-General Procter, p. 92. 

(Private.) 

" Castle of St. Lewis, Quebec, 

9th February, 1&13. 
"Sir, 

^' I HAVE received your despatch of the 25th ult. 
addressed to Major-General Sheaffe, reporting the ^orlous 
result of an attstck, you had very judiciously deemed it expe- 
dient to :iuake on the 22d, on a division of General Harris; 
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tKHi's army adranciDg from the rircir RaUm, upon Saadwkh, 
eommanded by Brigadier-General Winchester. 

*' In congratnlating you upon so honourable an eirent, aad 
in expressing my entire approbation of the zeal aad> spirit 
which you have evinced on the arduous command conaaHted 
to you, I cannot fail to notice the intrepidity manileetod by 
Colonel St George, and Ihe other officers and men, regolara 
and militia, serving under your immediate command. 

*^ Your singular judgment and decisive conduct in the 
afiair of French Town, sliall be pourtrayed for the gracious 
consideration of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
and I will not fail in repeating your warm recommendation 
of Lieutenant M'Lean, who is acting as your Brigade-Maior. 

** 1 earnestly recommend upon all occasions a strict ad- 
herence to the control and restraint of our allies the Indians, 
that we may be enabled to repel the charges which have not 
unfrequently, though always falsely, been brought against 
our Government for resortmg to the employment of them. 

'* I have the honour to be. Sec. 
(Signed) " George Prevost.** 

" To Brigadier-General Procter, Detroit.'' 

'' Kingston, 14ik June, 1813. 
« Sir, 

*' I have had the honour of your different letters, 
of the 14th of May, by lieut-Golonel Boucherville, contain- 
ing the report of your successful resistance to the attack of 
the enemy, on the 5th of that month, and must heartily con- 
gratulate you upon the skill and bravery so invariably dis- 
played by yourself and the troops under your command, 
and which have led to so fortunate a result ; I have also to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, of the 10th inst sind 
beg leave to assure you that I have not been udtnindful of 
your situation and wants. Brigadier-General Vikicent has 
received directions, and I have reason to think he has alreacfy 
adopted measures for supplying them as (ar as Insin^his 
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pow^r. And whenever die Indian goods, which are now on 
their way from Quebec, shall have reached this post, thiey 
shaU be forwarded to you without delay. As you have not 
acknowledged the receipt of my instruclions, transmitted to 
you hy desire, by Major-Genend Sheaffe, to avail yourself 
of any favourable opportunity of retaliating upon the enemy 
for the attack upon York, by endeavouring to annoy their 
settlements upon Lake Erie, I fear his letter has not reacheji 
you. The arrival of Captain Barclay, who, I trust, with a 
small reinforcement of seamen, is with you long before this, 
will, I hope, enable you to place your Marine on such a foot- 
ing as to check any attempts of the enemy, to gain a supe- 
riority on Lake Erie. I am very solicitous to receive from 
you a correct statement of the whole of your Marine esta> 
blishment, and what is wanted to render it complete. 

** 1 have, &c. 
(Signed) " George Prevost.'^ 

" To Brigadier-General Procter, Detroit" 
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Sentence of the Court-martial on Captain Barclay ^ p. US. 

I'hat the capture of His Majesty's late squadron was 
caused by the very defective means Captain Barclay pos- 
sessed to equip them on Lake Erie ; the want of a sufficient 
number of able seamen, whom he had repeatedly and ear- 
nestly requested of Sir James Yeo to be sent to him; the 
Tery great superiority of the enemy to the British squadron ; 
and the unfortunate early fall of the superior officers in the 
action. That it appeared that the greatest exertions had 
been made by Captain Barclay, in equipping and getting 
into order the vessels under his command ; that he was fully 
justified, under the existing circumstances, in bringing the 
enemy to action ; that the judgment and gallantry of Captain 

e2 
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Barclay in takiog his squadron into action, and during die 
contest, were highly conspicuous, and entitled him to the 
highest praise; and that the whole of the other officers and 
men of His Majesty's late squadron conducted themselres 
in 'the most gallant manner; and did adjudge the said Cap- 
tain Robert Heriot Barclay, his surviring officers and men, 
to-be most fully and honourably acquitted. — ^BearrAdmiral 
Toote, President 
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Court-martial on General Procter, p. 1 IS. 

Hone Guards, 9tk September, 1815. 
At a General Court-martial, held at Montreal, in Upper 
Canada, on the 21st December, 1814, and continued l^ adp 



* Since this work went to press, a positive contradiction to the Reviewer's 
assertion, that 5tr George Prevott attempted to affix a Oigma upon tft« penonal 
diaraeter of General Procter, tohieh hewu aftenoardt AUged to abandon^ with 
a deelaratim¥ of regret that it vfoi ever made, has been received €rom the 
Judge- Advocate who officiated at the above trial, and who is now resident in 
CSanada. From this information it appears, that so far from the fifth charge 
being abandoned, the Judge-Advocate in Yob reply, although he adverted 
to the partial failure of the proof in support of that diatge, stilL asserted that 
there came out in evidence strong grounds for making itr In answer to the 
Reviewer's misrepresentations as to the delay in aasembliiig the Court-mar- 
tial, 'it appears from the same infinrmation that such delay was unavoidable. 
General Procter's letter, in explanation of the retreat of the rig^t division, 
was not received until late in November, 1813* It was, of course, trams- 
mitted to England, that His Majesty's Government might judge of the ne- 
cessity of an investigation. When General Procter applied for this investiga- 
tion, he was told that this vras the case; and also, what be must hare 
known, that at all events, no such investigation could then take plaqe, to 
. the principal witnesses, both for and against him, were then prisoners in the 
state of Kentucky. The first orders of the Government for the assembling 
of the Covt-martial were not received in Canada until the 38th of May, 
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jpiirnments to the 28th January, 1815, Mafor-Oeneral Henry 
Procter, lieutenant-Colonel of the 41st Regiment, was ar- 
raigned upon the undermentioned charges, viz. 

l8t, " That the said Major-General Procter, being entrusted 
" with the Comnuitid of the Right Division of the 
" Army serving in the Canadas, and the retreat of the 
" said Division from the Western Parts of Upper Ca- 
** nada having become unavoidable from the loss of the 
'* Fleet on Lake Erie, on the 10th September, 1813, 
" did not, immediately after the loss of the Fleet toas 
*' knoum by him, make the Military arrangements best 
calculated for promptly effecting such retreat, and 
unnecessarily delayed to commence the same until the 
** Evening of the 21 th of the said Month, on which Day 
the Enemy had landed in considerable force voithin a 
short distance of Sandwich, the Head-Quarters of 
** the said Division, such Conduct on the part of the 
'' said Major-Greneral Procter, endangering the safety 
of the Troops under his Command, by exposing them 
to be attacked by a force far superior to them, being 
contrary to his Duty as an Officer, prejudicial to 
good Order and Military Discipline, and contrary to 
the Articles of War." 
2d. ** That the said Major-General Procter, after commen- 
** cing the retreat of the said Division on the said 21th 
September, although he had reason to believe that the 
Enemy would immediately follow it with very supe^ 
rior numbers, and endeavour to harass and impede its 
*' March, did not use due expedition, or take the proper 
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1814. They were immediately notified to General Procter. The officers of 
the 41st were still prisoners, though they were shortly to be exchanged, but 
the exigencies of the war gave such employment to all the officers of proper 
rank to form sucl^ a Court>martia], as well as to many material witnesses, 
that it was impossible, without sacrificing the interests of the service to com- 
ply with General Procter's applications for the assembling of the Court. 






ft 



to APPENDIX, NO. XtV. 

** meofuref for etrndiuHng the mid Retreat, hummg 
** encumbered the taid IHidsum with large quanHHee of 
tuelen Baggage, having tmneceitarilg halted the 
TVoopf for several whole Dags, and having omitted 
** to destroy the Bridges over which the Enemy wasM 
he obliged to pass, thereby affording them the oppor- 
tunity to come up with the said Division, suck con- 
duct betraying great professional incapacity on the 
** part of the said Major-General Procter, being con- 
** trary to his Duty as an Officer, prejudicial to good 
Order and Military Discipline, and contrary to the 
Articles of War." 
3cl. '^ That the said Major-€reneral Procter did not take 
" the necessary measures for affording security to the 
** Boats, Waggons, and Carts, laden witk the Ammu- 
nition, Stores, and Provisions, required for the Troops 
on their retreat, and allowed the said Boats, Wag- 
gons, and CartSf on the 4th and 5th October, 1813, 
to remain in the rear of the said Division, whereby 
the whole, or the greater part of the said Arnmu- 
nition. Stores, and Provisions, either fell into the 
** Enemy^s hands, or were destroyed to prevent their 
capture, and the Troops were without Provinonsfor 
a whole day previous to their being attacked on the 
said 6th of October ; such conduct on the part of the 
said Major- General Procter being contrary to his 
duty as an Officer, prejudicial to good Order and 
" Military Discipline, and contrary to the Articles of 
" Warr 
4th, ** That the said Major-General Procter having as- 
** sured the Indian Chiefs in Council at Amherstburgl, 
" as an inducement to them and their Warriors to ac- 
** company the said Division on its retreat, that on their 
** arrival at Chatham, they should ^nd the Forks of 
** the Thames fortified, did neifertheless neglect to for- 
*' tify the same; that he also neglected to occupy the 
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'' Heijs^hts above the Moravian VUhge, aUhough he 
had previously removed his Ordnance, toith the ex- 
ceptiou of one six-pounder , to that position, where, 
hy throwing up worhs he might have awaited the at- 
tach of the Enemy and engaged them to great advan- 
tage: and that, after the intelligence had reached 
him of the approach of the Enemy on the ^omtn^ 
of the said ^th of October, he halted, the said IHoi- 
sion, notwithstandittg it was within two miles of the 
said VUlage, and formed it in a situation highly un- 

**fa»ourahlefor receiving the Attach which afterwards 
took place, «iccA conduct manifesting great profes- 
sionai incapacity on the part of the said Majpr-Ge- 

" neral Procter, being contrary to his Duty as an 
Officer, prejudicial to Good Order and Military 
Disc^Une, and contrary to the Articles of War.'' 
M. ** Thai the said Mi^or-G^neral Procter did not on 

*^ the said 5th day of October, either prior to, or sub- 
. " sequent to, the Attach by the Enemy <Mt the said Di- 
vision on that day make the Military diqwsitions best 
adapted to meet or to resist the said Attack, and that 

** during the Action, and after the Troops had given 
way, he did not make any effectual attepipt in his otpn 
person, or otherwise, to raUy or enoourage them, or 
to co-operate with and support tJte Indians wlio were 
engaged with the enemy on the right, the said Major- 
Oeneral Procter having quitted the Field soon after 
the Action commenced, such Conduct on the part of 
Major-General Procter betraying great professional 
incapacity, tending to the defeat and dishonour of 
!f Majesty's Arms, to the sacrifice of the Division 

**. of the Army committed to his charge, being in viola- 

'^ Ijom of his Duty, and unbecoming and disgraceful to 

" his Character asitn Officer, prejudicial to good Order 

** and Military DisdpUnef and contrary to the Articles 

" ^ War.'' 
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Upon which Charges the Court came to the foDawinf^ 
decision : — 

** The Court hariug duly weighed and considered the evi- 
dence adduced, as well in support of the Charges, as ib 
support of the Defence, is of Opinion." 
* '' That the Prisoner, Major-Oemeral Henry Procter, lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of the 41st Regiment, is not Gmtty of any 
part of the Fint Charge ; and the Court doth therefore whoUg 
acquit him, the said Mafar-General Procter, of the same." 

'' Oil the Second Charge, the Court is of opinion, that the 
said Major^General Procter is GuUty of the following part 
thereof, that he did not take the proper measures for conduding 
the Retreat ; but the Court is of Opinion, that the said Mafor- 
General Procter is Not Cruiliy of any other part of the said 
Charge, and doth therefore acquit him of the same." 

*' On the I%ird Charge the Court is of opinion, that the 
said Major-General Procter is Cruilty of that part thereof in 
which it is charged, that the said Major General Procter did 
not take the necessary measures for affording security to the 
Boats, Waggons, and Carts, laden with the Ammunitum, 
Stores, and Provisions, required for the Troops on their re- 
treat ; but the Court is of opinion, that the said Major-Ge- 
neral Procter is Not Guilty of any part of the remainder of 
the said Charge, and doth therefore acquit him of the remain- 
der thereof." 

" On the Fourth Charge the Court is of opinion, that the 
said Major-General Procter is Guilty of that part thereof, in 
which it is charged that he neglected to occupy the heights 
above the Moravian Village, although he had previoasly re- 
moved his Ordnance, with the exception of one Six Pounder, 
to that position, where, by throwing up Works he might hatse 
awaited the attack of the Enemy, and engaged them to great 
advantage ; — and that after the intelligence had reached him 
cf the approach of the Enemy on the Morning of the said M 
October, he halted the said Division, notwithstanding it was 
within two miles of the said Village, and formed it in a siiua- 
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tton highly vnfawmrable for recewing the attack, which after- 
wardt took place; — ^but the Court is of opinion, that the said 
MtgoT'General Procter is Not OtdUy of any part of the re- 
mainder of the said charge, and doth therefore acquit him of 
the remainder thereof." 

** On the Fifth Charge the Conrt is of opinion, that the 
said Jlfajor-General Procter is GviUy of that part thereof, in 
which it is charged that he did not on, the said 6th day of Oc- 
tober, either prior to or suhgequent to, the attack by the Enemy 
on the gaid Divigion on that day, make the Military disposi- 
tions best adapted to meet or to resist the said attack; but the 
Court is of opinion, that that part thereof, in which it is 
charged tkat during the Action, and after the Troops had 
given way, he did not make any effectual attempt in his own 
person or otherwise, to rally or encourage them, or to co-operate 
with and support the Indians who were engaged with the 
Enemy on the right, has not been proved, and the Court doth 
therefore ac^i/ him, the asid Major- General Procter oiihe 
same; — and the Court is of opinion, that the said Major- 
General Procter is Not Guilty of any part of the remainder 
of the said Charge, and doth therefore /tt% axkd honourably 
acquit him of the same/' 

<< Upon the whole, the Court is of opinion, that the pri- 
soner, Major-General Procter, has in many instances during 
thie retreat, and in the disposition of the Force under his 
Command, been erroneous in judgment, and in some, defi- 
cient in those energetic and actiye exertions, which the ex- 
traordinary difficulties of his ' situation so particularly re- 
quired." 

** The Court doth therefore adjudge him, the asidMajor-Oe- 
neral Procter, to be publicly reprimanded, and to be suspended 
from Rank and Pay, for the period of Six Calendar Months.'' 

^ But as to any defect or reproach, with regard to the per- 
sonal conduct of Major-General Procter, during the action 
on the IHfa of October, the Court most fuUy and honourably 
acquits the said Major-General Procter^'' 
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BSs Royal Higfaness the Pruce Regent ha* been pleased, 
in the name and on the behalf of His Miyestjf to c«m- 
irm the Finding of the Court, on the lat, ad» 4th, anddlh. 
Charges. 

With respect to the Seoomd Charge it appeared to His 
Royal Highness to be a matter of surprise that the Court 
should find the prisoner Qmil^ of the offence alleged against 
him, while they at the same time Aeqmii him of all the facts 
upon which that Charge is founded;— and yet,, that in the 
summing up of their Finding upon the whole of the Chaiges, 
they should ascribe the offences of which the prisoner has 
been found Guilty, to Error in Judgment, and pass a Sen- 
tence totally inapplicable to their own finding of Guilt, which 
can alone be ascribed to the Court having been induced, by 
a reference to the general good character and conduct of 
Mttfar-Oemeral Procter, to forget, through a humane, but 
mistaken lenity, what was due from them to the Sendee. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, however, and 
particularly those which render it impossible to have recourse 
to the otherwise expedient measure of re-assembling the 
Court, for the revisal of their proceedingpi, the Prince Regent 
has been pleased to acquiesce in, and confirm so much of 
the Sentence as adjudges the prisoner to be pMichf repri- 
numded, and in carrying the same into execution. His Royal 
Highness has directed the Greneral Officer commanding in 
Canada, to convey to Majcr»General ProdeTf His Royal 
Highness's high disapprobation of Us conduct, together with 
die expression of His Royal Highness's regret, that any 
officer of the length of service, and of the exalted rank whioh 
he has attained, should be so extremely wanting in pmfes- 
sional knowledge, and so deficient in those active and ener- 
getic qualities, which must be required of every officer, but 
especially of one in the responsible situation in which the 
Majcr^General was ]^aced. 

EKs Royal Highness the Commanddr-in-Chief directs that 
the foregoing Charges preferred against ilfiyor-ffeiicra/Prtie- 
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ier, together with the Finding and Sentence of the Conrt, 
and the Prince Regent's pleasure thereon, shall be entered 
in the General Order Book, and read at the Head of every 
Regiment in His Majesty's Service. 

By Command of His Royal Highness, 

The Commander-in-CMef, 
Harry Calvert, 
Adjutant-Greneral. 
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p. 122. 

A^utaat'GeneraTs Office, 
Bead Qmrten, Quebec, 26IA March, 1814. 

General Orders, 

His Excellency the Govemor-in-Chief and Com- 
mander of the Forces feels the highest gratification in obeying 
the Commands of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
transmitted in a letter from the Right Hon. the Earl Bathurst, 
one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, of which 
the following is a Copy, and which His Excidllency directs 
to be published in General Orders^ and read at the Head of 
all Corps in this Command : 

** His Royal Highness has observed with the greatest 
satisfaction the skill and gallantry so conspicuously displayed 
by the officers and men who composed the detachment of 
troops opposed to Greneral Hampton's army. By the resist- 
ance which they successfully made to an enemy so vastly 
disproportionate, the confidence of the enemy has been low- 
ered, their plans disconcerted, and the safety of that part of 
the Canadian frontier ensured. It gives His Royal High- 
ness peculiar pleasure to find, that His Majesty's Canadian 
subjects have at length had the opportunity (which His 
Royal Highness has been long anxious should be afforded 
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tkem) of refiitiDgy by their oWn brilliant exertions in defence 
of dieir country, that calumnious charge of disaffection and 
disloyalty with which the enemy pre&ced his first iuFasion 
of the Province. 

** To.Lient.-Colonel De Sstlaberry, in particular, and to 
all the oflicers and men under his command in general, you 
will not fail to express His Royal Highness's Most Gracious 
Approbation of their meritorious and distinguished services. 
His Royal Highness has commanded me to forward to you 
by th^ first safe opportunity, the Colours which you have 
solicited for the embodied Battalions of the Militia, feeling 
that they have evinced an ability and disposition to secure 
them from insult, which gives them the best title to such a 
mark of distinction. 

'' By His Excellency's Command, 

Edwarp Baynes, 
Adjutant-General, X. A." 
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Extract from Sir George Prevosfs Despatch to Earl 
Bathurst, dated I8th May, 1814, p. 135. 

" The principal pbjects in die attack upon Oswego, being 
to cripple the resources of tiie enemy, in fitting out their 
squadron, and particularly their new ship at Sackett's Har- 
bour, their guns and stores of every description being drawn 
from the former post, and thus to delay, if not altogetiier to 
prevent, the sailing of the fleet, I determined to pursue die 
same policy on Lake Champlain, and therefore directed Cap- 
tain Pring to proceed with his squadron, on board of which 
I had placed a strong detachment of the 1st battalion of the 
marines, towards Yergennes, for the purpose, if practicable, 
of destroying the new vessels lately launched there, and of 
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i2iterC€|>tiDg and capturing the stores and supplies for their 
armament and equipment. Captain Pring accordingly sailed 
on the Qth, and with the force mentioned in the margin, hay- 
ing been prevented by contrary winds firotn reaching his des- 
tination until the 14th instant, he found, on arriving off Otter 
Creek, the enemy so fully prepared to receive him, their ves- 
sels so strongly defended by batteries, and a considerable 
body of troops, that after a cannonading with some effect 
from his gun-boats, he judged it most advisable to abandon 
his intended plan of attacking them, and return to Isle auz 
Noix. 

*' The appearance of our squadron on the Lake has been 
productive of great confusion and alarm at Burlington, and 
other places, along its shores, and the whole of the popula- 
tion appeared to be turned out for their defence.^ 
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Extract of a Letter from Major-General Sir James 
Kempt to Sir George Prevost, respecting the intended 
Attack upon Sacketfs Harbour, dated 

" Sir, " Kingston^ l^h Sept. 1814» 

** With all due deference to your Excellency's superior 
judgment, it appears to me, that an operation of this magni- 
tude, and probable duration, should not be undertaken with- 
out the most ample means, and at the very best season of the 
year; that not less than 8,000 infantry, with a strong effi- 
cient corps of artillery and engineers, should be employed on 
this service ; that Watertown and Brownville should be oc- 
cupied in force by strong corps of observation, capable of 
covering the operations; that there should be an interme- 
diate rendezvous, for the.ai^sembly of the troops and storey, 
between this and the place of debarkation ; and, that abov-e 
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ail^ we shpiild have the decided tuperionhf on die Ltke, 
befoie tbe service is undertaken. 
** I have the honour to be, with great respect, 

" Your Excellency's most obedient 
** And most humble serrant, 
" Jambs Kempt. 
lieut-Gen." 
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Esiraei of a Letter from Sir J. L. Feet to Sir George 
Prevost, dated 29th Aug. 1814, p. 141. 

** I HAVE this day receiyed a correct statement of all the 
officers and men belonging to the establishment on Lake 
Champlain. 

** I enclose your Excellency a scale of the complement of 
each yessel, agreeable to die Admiralty order, by which you 
will perceiye that, after each complement is complete, there 
will remain 97 seamen over and aboye. Your Excellency must 
be aware, that when this squadron proceeds up the Lake, I 
shall be under the necessity of taking the seamen out of the 
gun-boats ; neither will the number of seamen we haye in 
this country, afford a sufficient number of men to man the 
gvn*boats <m lAke Champlain, independent of the ^ips." 
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Correspondence between Sir George Pretott and Copt. 

Doumie, p. 145. 

'' HeadrQuarten, Plattsbwg, 

Wednetday, 7 a. m. 1th Sept. 1814. 
" Sir, 

** The enemy's force in the Bay consists of a ship, 

inferior to the Confiance, a brig, a large schooner, a sloop, 

and seyen or eight gun-boats. When the gun-boats are 
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mannedy the remaining craft appear to haye but few men left 
on board. If you feel that the vessels under your command 
are equal to a contest with those I have described, you will 
find the present moment offers many advantages which ,may 
not again occujr. 

** As my ulterior movements depend x)n your decision, you 
will have the goodness to favour me with it, with all pos- 
sible promptitude. 

** In the event of your coming forward immediately, you 
will furnish conveyance for the two 8-inch mortars, ordered 
from Isle aux Noix, with their stores, provided you can do 
so, without delaying the sailing of your squadron. 

** I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) " G. Prevost." 

'' To Captain Dawnie, ^c." 

** H. M. 8. Canfiance, off La Cok, 
'< Sir, Itk Sept. 4 p. an. 1814. 

** I have the honour of your Excellency's letter of 
llus morning. 

** I am aware of the comparative force of the two squa- 
drons, i^id am thus far on my way to find the enemy, con- 
ceiving that the moment I can put this ship into a state for 
action, I shall be able to meet them. 

** The Confiance at this moment is in such a state, as to 
require at least a day* or two to make her efficient before 
ilie enemy ; but with nil the exertion I can use, it will pro- 
bably be that time at least, before it will be possible to get 
her up to Ghazy, where I shall be happy to receive any fur- 
ther communication from your Excellency. 

^* I have the honour to be. Sir, 

** Your most obedient servant, 
Bu Excellency lieut.-Gen. ** Geo. Downie." 

Sir G. Prevosi, Bart. 4rc. ^-c.'' 

* The actum wu llMglit oa the 1 1th. 



u 
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" Head-Quarten, PhUUlntrg, 

I%unday Morning, Sth Sept. 1814. 
" Sir, 

** I have jint receiyed your reply to my communi- 

cation of yesterday. 

*' As it is of the highest importance the ship, vessels, and 
gun-boats, under your command, should commence a co- 
operation with the division . of the army, now occupying 
Plattsburg, I have sent my Aid-de-Camp, Major Coore, with 
this letter, in order that you may obtain from him correct in- 
formation of the disposition made by the enemy of his naval 
force in this bay. 

*' I only wait for your arrival to proceed ag^ainst General 
Macomb's last position, on the south bank of the Saranac. 
Your share in the operation, in the first instance, will be to 
d/estroy or capture the enemy's squadron, if it should wait 
for a contest, and afterwards co-operate with this division of 
the army ; but if it should run away, or get out of your reach, 
we must meet here to consult on ulterior movements. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) " G. pRfivosT.'^ 



^•Sir, 



*' H. M. S, ConfiancBf off Point au Fer, 
Oik Sept. 1814. 



" I have the honour of your Excellency's letter of 
this day, and have to state, that I am advancing with the 
squadron to Chazy as fast as the wind and weather will 
allow. 

** In the letter I did myself the honour to address to you 
yesterday, I stated to your Excellency, that this ship was 
not ready — she is not ready now ; and until she is ready, it 
is my duty not to hazard the squadron before an enemy, who 
will even then be considerably superior in force. 

** I purpose remaining at Chasy utttil I find myself enabled 
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*to more, which I trust will be very shortly, it depending on 
my guns being ready. 

''I hare the honour to be. Sir, 

" Your most obedient servant, 

" Geo. Down IE." 
** His Excellency Sir Geo, Prevost, 
Bart. ^c. ^c. Src.** 

*' Head-Quarters, Plattsburg, 

Friday, 9th Sept. 1814. 
"Sir, 

" In consequence of your communication of yes- 
terday's date, I have postponed moving on the enemy's po- 
sition, on the south bank of the Saranac, until your squadron 
is in a sufficient state of preparation to co-operate with this 
division of the army. 

** I need not dwell, with you, on the> evils resulting to both 
services from delay, as I am well convinced you have done 
every thing that was in your power to accelerate the arma- 
ment and equipment of your squadron, and I am also satis- 
fied nothing will prevent its coming off Plattsburg the mo- 
ment it is ready. 

** 1 am happy to inform you, that I find from deserters, 

who have come over from the enemy, that the American fleet 

is inefficiently inanned, and that a few days ago, after the 

arrival of the new brig, they sent on shore for the prisoners 

of all descriptions, in charge of the Prevost, to make up a 

crew for that vessel. 

** 1 have t^ honor to be, &c. 

\ (Signed) " G. Prevost." 

** P. S. Captain Watson, of the Provincial Cavalry, is de- 

f 

sired to remain atXitile Chazy until you are preparing to get 
under weigh, when he is instantly to return to this place with 
the intelligence/' 

/ 
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<* H. 3f. S. Comfiance, offChaxy, 

Qtk Sept. 1814. 
" Sir, 

" I haye the honour to communicate to your Ex- 
cellency, that it is my intention to weigh and proceed with 
the squadron, from thi» anchorage, about midnight, in the ex- 
pectation of rounding into the bay of Plattsburg about dawn 
of day, and commencing an immediate attack on the enemy's 
squadron, if they shall be found anchored in a position that 
will afibrd any chance of success. 

*' I rely on any assistance it may be in your power to 
give. 

** In manning the flotilla and ships, we are many short. I 
haye made application to the officer commanding at Chazy, 
for a company of the 39th regiment to make up. 

** I haye the honour to be. Sir, 

*' Your most obedient servant, 

" Geo. Downie." 
*^ JBIi$ Excellency Sir Geo. Prevcat^ 
Bart. Sfc, Sfc. Sfc." 

** P. S. I have just this moment received your letter of this 
day^ to which the preceding is, I think, a sufficient answer. 

"G. D." 

'' Head'Quarter8, Plattsburg, 

Saturday Morwiny, lOtU Sept. 1814. 
'• Sir, 

** 1 received, at twelve last night, your letter, ac- 
quainting me with your determination to get under weigh, 
about that time, in the expectation of rounding Cumberland 
Head at dawn of day ; in consequence, the:troops have been 
held in readiness, since six o'clock this morning, to storm the 
enemy's works at nearly the same moment as the; naval ac- 
tion should commence in the bay. I ascribe the disappoint- 
ment I have experienced to the unfortunate change of wind, 
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and I shall rejoice to learn from you, that my expectations 
haye been frustrated by no other ciause. 

'' I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) ** G. Prevo$t." 

" To Capt. Doumie, ^c. ^c. ^c/' 



No. XXXI. 



Extract Jrom Verm&nt Paper ^ dated Buriingion, Sept. 

1814,^9.168. 

'* The articles in your paper of last week, republished 
from the Montreal papers, are interesting, as they evince the 
spirit of our Canada neighbours, and the high hopes they 
had entertained from their late expedition. 

** That the result is not such as they could have wished 
we believe, but that its failure should be ascribed entirely to 
the misconduct of Gov. Prevost is wholly unaccountable. It 
is not our business or desire to shield Gov. Prevostt from the 
censure of -his subjects, but after the decision of the contest 
between the hostile fleets, we can perceive no object of na- 
tional importance which could have justified the further ope- 
rations of the army. 

''It is possible that an army of 12,000 men might have 
carried the works at Plattsburg, but the positive assertions 
on this subject betray great ignorance of our resources, and 
the spirit of our people. Grant, that after much hard fight- 
ing, and the loss of many valuable lives, they had succeeded 
in taking the forts, do they suppose they could have retained 
them against all the forces we can bring against them ? If 
they do, we can only say, that they are grossly mistaken. 

'' Do they suppose that an army of 12,000 men can march 
through a country, every county of which contains more than 
that number of souls; or do they suppose their progress 
would not be obstructed ? 

/a 



84 APPENDIX, NO. XXXIl. 

** A large proportion of our citizens are opposed to [the- 
present war, and from priadples the most noble and yirtn- 
ous. They will not, under existing circumstances, consent 
to aid in offensive operations against their neighbours. But 
let no one suppose their loye of peace will destroy their loVe 
of country, and that they can make war upon us without 
danger. We will not willingly molest them, but they must 
not disturb us. He is unworthy any country who would not 
protect his own from invasion ; and we are happy to know 
that this country is iidiabited by men who need no addi- 
tional inducement to protect their rights and privileges at 

every hazard. 

" People." 

" Metsn. Hinckley and FuA." 



No. XXXII. 



An Extract from the Address of the House of Assem- 
bly, at the opening of the Session, 30th Jan. 181^ to 
His Excellency Sir George Ptevost,p. 176. 

** The operations contemplated on the shores of Lake 
Champlain, we are led to believe, by our confidence in your 
Excellency's judgment, were planned in consequence of wise 
combinations, and our proximity to the scene of action has 
enabled us to acquire a perfect conviction, that they were 
frustrated by causes beyond your Excellency's control. We 
are equally convinced that the failure of our naval means 
rendered necessary at the very onset, an immediate aban- 
donment of the enterprize. 

** The protecting hand of His Majesty's government has 
been agreeably felt in the reinforcements received . by your 
Excellency, for the diminution of the pressure of the war on 
the inhabitants of this province. The testimony which your 
Excellency is pleased to bear to the zeal and alacrity with 
which their services have been rendered, cannot but be more 
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iatteriog io their feelings and demands through their repre- 
sentativesy their wannest acknowledgments. It is under your 
Excellency's wise and just administration that their character 
and conduct have been justly appreciated; and whatever 
merit their services may be entitled to, a large portion of it is 
unquestionably due to your Excellency, whose well founded 
confidence in them, has enabled them, by those services, to 
testify their faithful, loyal, and patriotic adherence to His 
Majesty : of which, under your Excellency's administration, 
they hope many opportunities, during a long time to come, 
will be afforded them to give additional proofs." 

Extract from an Address fivm the House of Assembly of 
Lower Canada, to Sir Geo. Prevost, 20th March, 18Id. 

^* We take this opportunity of repeating the expression of 
our sentiments of gratitude to your Excellency, for having, 
by your prudence, by ^e wisdom of your measures, and by 
your ability, preserved to the empire these important pro- 
vinces, and for the paternal solicitude with which your Ex- 
cellency has watched over the welfare of His Majesty's sub- 
jects, and to pray your Excellency to rest assured, that those 
benefits will ever remain deeply engraven on the hearts of 

the Canadians." 

» 

Extract from the Resolutions of the House of Assembly of 
Lower Canada, 21st March, 1815. 

f* According to order, tiie resolations of the Committee of 
the whole House, to consider whether it would be expedient 
to give to his Excelietiey the Govemor-in-Chief, some mark 
of gratitude for his distinguished services in this province, 
were reported to the House, agpreed to, and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

*' The said resolutions are as follows: 

** Resolved, 

** That this House entertains the highest veneration 
and respect, for the character of his Excellency Sir George 
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PreTosty 6oyenior-iii-Cbief» wbose administratioiiy under dr- 
emastances of peculiar aoTelty and difficulty, stands higkly 
distinguished for energy, wisdom, an4 abilitjr. 

*' Resolved, 

** That tiiis House, representing the people of this 
province, anxiously desirous of expressing their gratitude to 
his Excellency, for having, under Providence, rescued us 
from the danger of subjugation to our late foe, have, and. do 
hereby, give and grant a service of plate not exceeding five^ 
thousand pounds, sterling, to his Excellency ^ as a testimonial 
of the high sense this House entertains of his Excellency'^ 
distingubhed talents, wisdom, and abUities. 

" Resolved, 

" That for the better carrying into execution the 
object this House has in view, for the purchase of the service 
of plate for his Excellency, the Speaker of this House be 
authorized to give directions to such persons, in Engli^vd, as 
may be best able to execute the same, and that when so com-r 
pleted, the said service be presented to his Excellency the 
Govemor-in-Chief, in the name and on the behalf of the Com-: 
mons of Hi^ M^ijesty's province pf Lower Candida. 

** Resolved, 

** That an humble address be presented to his Exr 
cellency the 6overnor-in-Chief, to communicate the above re- 
solutions, humbly praying that his Excellency will be graci- 
ously pleased to advance a sum not exceeding five ^ousahd 
pounds sterling, to the order of the Speaker of this House, 
for the object stated in the above resolutions; and that this 
House doth engage, and hereby pledges itself to make good 
the said advance the next ensuing session of this provincial 
parliament." 
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Extract from the Speech of the Speaker of the Houte of As^ 
^embly, on presenting the Money Bills to the GovemW'in* 
Chief, 2drcl Mardi, 181 5. 

'* Superior to prejudices which had but too generally pre- 
vailed, your Excellency has derived from the devotion of that 
brave and loyal, yet unjustly caliuniiiated people, resourpeis 
8uti$cient for disconcerting tb^ plans of conquest, devised by 
a foe at . once numerous and. elate with confidence. Rein- 

. forcements were subsequently received; and the blood of the 
sons of Canada has flowed mingled with that of the brave 

» soldiers sent to its defence. Multiplied proofs of the eflica- 
cious and powerful protection of the another country, and of 

. the inviolable loyalty of the people of this province, strengthen 
their claim to the preservation and free exercise of all the 
benefits which are secured to them by their existing consti- 
tution and laws." 

Addresses to Sir Geo. Prevost,from the Inhabitants of Quebec 

and Montreal, Zlst March, 

To His Excellency Sir George Prevost, Bart, Captain- GenC' 
rdl and Govemor-in- Chief, in and over the Provinces of 
Lower Canada, ^c, 8fc, 8^c, 

*•* May it please your Excellency, 

*' We the inhabitants of the city of Quebec, most 
.;;espectfully approach your Excellency, at the moment of your 
departure for England, to express the sentiments ^hich we 
entertain, of a mpst profound regci.r.d for ypur I^xcellency's 
person and character, and a lively gratitude for the benefits, 
which, in common with our fellow subjects throughout the 
. province, we have derived from your* Excellency's admiI^- 
Stration. 

'' At the period of your Excellency's arrival in this country, 
on the eve of a war with America, you found, the majority of 
its JLi^hfkbitants irritated by the unfortunate effects of misun- 
derstandings of a long duratipn, Ypur Excellency, cpnsul^ 
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ing only the general welfiure by a strict adherence to justiee 
and a well-timed confidence^ soon allayed every discontent, 
and rallied the whole population for the common defence. 
Under the happy influence of harmony thus restored, the mi- 
litia was assembled and trained, and an exhausted treasury 
replenished. The additional means which you thereby de- 
rived from the colony committed to your particular care, 
enabled your Excellency to extend the handful of British 
troops at your disposal, to the most distant parts of the Upper 
Province, where the long meditated attacks of the enemy 
were met at the onset, and his forces repeatedly overthrown 
with disgrace — the happy precursor of the fate which awaited 
all his attempts on this province. 

" If the smallness of the regular army with which your 
Excellency was left to withstand the whole efforts of the 
United States for two years, and the insufficiency of the naval 
force on the Lakes, have exposed His Majesty's arms to 
some reverses, it is nevertheless, true, that under the auspices 
of your Excellency, the British arms nave acquired new Ian- 
rels, amidst circumstances of extraordinary difficulty, unpre- 
cedented in European warfare ; the name of the people of this 
country has been rendered illustrious, and a vast extent of 
territory protected from the ravages of war and preserved to 
the empire. 

" Your Excellency's name and services will ever be teld 
in veneration and grateful remembrance by the inhabitants of 
Quebec. The whole province has assured you of its grati- 
tude ; and the imperishable evidences of your Excellency's 
merits, though they could not appease, will easily overcomie 
your enemies. 

** May your Excellency's voyage be prosperous, and its 
results correspond with your wishes. The citizens of Quebec 
will hail the day of your Excellency's return to your govern- 
ment, rewarded with the full approbation of a gracious Prince, 
as one of the happiest in the annals of Canada. 

[Signed by 1420 persons.] ' 

" Qiuhec, Z\H Match, 1816." 
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To which his Excellency was pleased to return the follow- 
ing Answer : 

To the Inhabitants of tlie City of QuebeQ. 

** Gentlemen, 

^^ I thank you for those sentiments of kindness which 
now, as at all times, I have had the gratification to receive 
from the inhabitants of the city of Quebec. It is at the mo- 
ment of separation that such expressions appeal most forcibly 
to the heart; 

** If under the au^ority which His Majesty has deemed 
proper to place in nay hands, yon have been prbsperous and 
happy, the objects of all my exertions^ and my most earnest 
solicitude has been attained. 

'* The time I have spent in your society has taught me at 
once to appreciate its worth, and to regret the loss of it ; and, 
be assured, the testimony of regard you have now given me, 
will be treasured up among recollections the most grateful to 

my feelings.'' 

'( . . • ... . . 

On Monday last, at twelve o'clock^ the Address of th^ 
Citizens of Montreal was presented to his Excellency Sir 
George Prevost, by their Deputies, J. M. Mondel^t and John 
McDonald, Esquires, which Address is as follows : 

To his Excellency Sir George Prevost^ Bart, Captain-General 
and Govertwr-in- Chief, in atid over the Province of Lower 
Canada, Upper Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
their Dependencies, Vice- Admiral of the- same, Lieutenant^ 

' General and Commander of allJ^ Majesty^s Forces in the 
said Provinces, and in the Islands of Newfoundland, Princ$ 
Edward, Cape Breton, and Bermuda, Sfc. Sfc. Sfc. 

" May it ple§,se your Excellen/cy, 

" We His Majesty^s dutiful and loyal sulijects, in-^ 
habitants of the city of Montreal and the neighbouring Pa* 
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rishes, have learnt with extreme regret that your Bxcelleacy 
is unexpectedly about to leave this province. 

" We hasten, before your Excellency separates yourself 
from v», to convey to your Excellency the expression of our 
sorrow for your departure, of our gratitude for the benc^ts 
conferred on us, in common with our fellow snbjects, by your 
Excellency's administration, and our ardent wish that your 
Excellency's absence from this province may be of short du- 
ration. 

" These sentiments are naturally produced in our minds by 
the recoUectioa of the public and private virtues which have 
been displayed by your Excellency in your exalted station*, 
and by the advantages we have experienced from your Ex- 
cellency's wisdom and justice in peace, and your protecting 
care in war^ 

" In your Excellency's civil administration, we have seen 
conspicuously evinced an anxious desire to dispense equal 
justice to His Mtyesty's subjects, to obliterate unjust and 
impoUtic distinctions between the inhabitants of this province, 
of different origin, and to unite them as members of one com- 
munity with the same rights and interests, fpr the promotion 
of their common welfare. Influenced by this wise and just 
policy, your Excellency has been enabled to form a correct 
estimate of the character and disposition of the population of 
Canada : and, by reposing in the loyalty and bravery of His 
Majesty's Canadian subjects that confidence which they fulfy 
merited, your Excellency has afforded practical evidence of 
their devoted attachment to His Majesty's government, and 
their capacity to yield it effectual support 

'' While exposed to the pressure of the late unjust and un- 
provoked war waged by the United States of America against 
His Majesty, we experienced the ^ecurity derived from your 
Excellency's indefatigable exertions for the defence of this 
Province, and have reason to ascribe its preservation, as 
W0U as that of the Upper Province, to the judicious distri- 
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bjition and arrangement of the Public Force made- by your 
Excellency, by which the attempts of the enemy were frus-^ 
trated, and the honourable character, with the rights and ad- 
yantages- of British subjects has been secured to the Inhabi- 
tants of the Canadas. 

'' Haying the greatest confidence in the skill and judg^ 
ment of your Excellency, and being fully convinced of the 
ability and prudence with which your Excellency has dili- 
charged the military as well as civil, duties of your high 
office, we anticipate, frpm the investigation for which your 
Excellency is preparing, a result honourable to your Excel- 
lency's character, by which your well-earned reputation wiH 
be confirmed, the voice of caluniny and detraction silenced, 
and your Excellency's merits conclusively established/ We 
persuade ourselves also that the important servicies rendered 
in this coiiatry by your Excellency to His Majesty's Qovem- 
ment will be duly appreciated by His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, of whose discernment and justice we have 
had so many proofs, and will procur:e for your ExceQ^icy 
deserved approbation, and the high rewards reserved for 
.distinguished merit. 

'^ We -shall not cease to take the warmest interest in the 
fortunes of your Excellency ; and in expressing our ardent 
wishes for your prosperity and that of your family, we join 
in the general sentiment of the country, whose affection and 
unalterable attachment your Excellency will carry with you,- 
and whose greatest felicity would be experienced in the 
speedy return of your Excellency to resume the reins of 
p.Qvernment/' 

(Signed by .1510 persons.) 
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His Excellency was pleased to make the feUowing answer : 

Tq the Inhabita$U» oj the City of Montreal, and the neigk- 

boating Pari9he$. 
** Gentlemen^ 

** The alacrity with which you have hastened to 
prevent' the distance of your residence from being an obstade 
to the expression of your kind wishes on my sudden and 
unexpected departure, gives to them all the additional value 
of eager sincerity. 

** Your good will is to me a most acceptable offering: 
and as I am now content if your good opinion of my services 
duriBg my Adminbtndioa i. proportioiied to my dear, to 
promote your welfare, so shall I ever be ambitious that your 
estinuite of my exertions may be found as correct as the 
favourable judgment whidi I eariy formed of His Majesty's 
subjects in Canada, which ei^perience has now fidly justified.'^ 

Letter from M, de Salaberry to Sir George Preveitt. 

A son ISxcelknce Sir George Prevost, Sea, &c. 

Qu'il plaise k votre Excellencey 

Me permettre d'^crire, puisque je ne peux sortir. 
J'en Buis emp^ch^ par une maladie oplni4tre et apparemment 
dangereuse, puisqu'encore hier j'ai tomb^ sans connaissance 
sur fe plancher. Je suis bien pein^ d'etre priv^ par les acci- 
dens d'aller vous rendre mes respects, avant que vous vous 
laissiez. 

Sir George, vous portez pour vous justifier — Quoi! une 
justification de vous! Qui pouvait s'y attendre? Mais s'il 
en faut une, la voici d'un mot : Lb Canada est encore a 
^'Anglbterrb. Cela repond k tout. Le r^sultat est tout, 
il est frappant, il est grand. Voili^ un fait, celui-1^ : on ne 
peut le nier. Devant lui doivent disparaitre les vaines pa- 
roles, les accusations sophistiques; sous lui doivent succomber 
les efforts de la malveillance, I'envie, les passions haineuses ; 
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mais le m^rite et la yertu sont sujets k la pers^cutioii. Vous 
en triompherez glorieusement : j'6se yous le pr^dire ayec 
assurance, et je la souhaite du profondde mon cceur, comiile 
je souhaite aussi tous les bonheurs pour yous. Sir George, et 
pour ce qui yous est ch6r« Ayec.ces yrais seiitimens, et ceux 
du plus grand respect, j'ai Hionneur de me souscrire, 
Mon G^n^ral, 

De yotre Excellence, 
Le tr^humble, tr^s-ob^isaant 

£t tr^s deyou6 seryiteur, 
L. de Salaberry, CoL M. Quebec. 

A Beflupart, 28 Mars, 1815. 

P. S. Oui, les Canadas sont encore k TAngleterre, miiis 
fl'y serraient plus sans un effort pers^yerant de prudence, 
d^actiyit^, de patience courageuse, et d'habitit^ consomm^e, 
dans un commandement et un genre de guerre aussi difficiles, 
dont la conduite ^xige un art tant particulier. YoiXk ce qu'a- 
youeront tous ceux qui ont de yraies connaissances de la na- 
ture de ces pays de situations si extraordinaires, k des pro- 
digieuses distances, k trayers des for^ts immenses. 

Ce ne sont pas des guerres d^ Europe, oii sous un beau ciel 
et dans des riches plaines cultiy^es, toutes les parties d'ar* 
m6es se touchent, oii sont toujours tk-port^e, de se donner la 
main, dans des localit^s rapproch^es et dont ies conmiuni- 
cations sent si faciles. Daignez, mon G^n^ral, traiter mes 
reflexions ayec indulgence, puis qu'elles yiennent d'un yieux 
et loyal soldat, qui a commence k faire la guerre fl y a pr^^ 
cisement quarante ans cette ann6e. 
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Extract /rom CkrutUft Memoirt of the Admirngtrcdian 
qfthe Cohmal Govemmeni of Loafer Canada, by Sir 
James Henry Craig, and Sir George Prevast. 

** The administratioii of the Civil Govemnient of Lower 
Canada under Sir George Prevost, was mild, equitable, and 
unquestionably popular among the entire mass of the Cana- 
dian population, in whose loyalty from the commencement, 
he placed the most implicit confidence. To their fidelity, 
and to the prudent and conciliating policy of this Governor, 
Great Britain is indebted for the preservation of the Canadas, 
unavoidably left destitute of money and troops at the outset 
of hostilities with America, by reason of the urgetfit .demands 
of the war in Spain. The Provincial Legislature, by giving 
a currency to Army Bills and guaranteeing their redemption, 
effectnally removed all apprehensions of a deficiency in liie 
financial resources of the Colonial €U)vemment. The orga- 
nization of a respectable force of embodied Militia,- and the 
power delegated to the Governor, of turning out the whole 
of the effective male population of the Province, in cases of 
emergency, enabled him to withstand the efforts of the United 
States, during two successive campaigns, with scarcely any 
other resources than those derived from the Colony. They 
who had been partial to the preceding Administration, and 
who probably may have been instrumental in the arbitrary 
measures with which it is reproaohed, were, as might be ex- 
pected, adverse to the policy of the present Governor, and 
spared no pains to represent in England the affairs of the 
Colony in the falsest colours. The disappointments experi- 
enced at Sackett*s Harbour and Plattsburg, gave occasion 
to hb enemies to discredit his military character : but what- 
ever may have been his capacity as a general, (which we 
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leave to the judgment of military men) it must be admitted, 
that as a civil governor, at the head of a people irritated by 
arbitrary measures under the preceding Administration, he 
judiciously explored his viray through a period of unprece- 
dented embarrassments and danger , without a recfurrebce to 
Martial Law, or the least exertion of arbitrary power. His 
manners are represented by those who were familiarly ac* 
quainted with him as unassuming and social. His public 
speeches or addresses partook of. even classical elegance. 
His smooth and easy temper placed him beyond the ordinary' 
passions of men in power, and though aware of the intrigues 
of unprincipled and implacable enemies labouring at his de- 
struction, and loaded with the obloquy of the press, he is 
known to have harboured no resentment against the former » 
and to have reasoned with that eoolness and unconcern with 
respect to the latter, which can only spring from a virtuous 
and ingenuous mind/' 

Extract from Bcuchette^s Topagrdphical Account of Lower 

Canada, p. 121. 

*' At a time when the military resources of the Ptovince 
w;ere so greatly curtailed by the most arduous continental 
warfare that ever Great Britain was engaged in, it is a matter 
of surprise that so much could have been effected with such 
slender means. An enemy, emboldened by possessing an 
amj^e force, and inspired by the prospect of obtaining a fer- 
tile country, long the object of inordinate desire, could only 
be successfully opposed by a union of the greatest energy 
with the most active measures ; that such was presented to 
him is incontrovertible, and the credit of having brought them 
into action by unceasing perseverance, will Attach to the 
judicious dispositions of the Governor-General, Sir George 
Prevpst, and for his strenuous efforts in turning the enthu- 
siasm of the people into a bulwark stronger, and more impe- 
netrable than entrenchments or fortresses against an invader," 
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J%efoUawiMg Exiraci from James't Naval Memoirs, p. 411, 
Skewing the opmum of the American Naval Commander, as 
to the resuU of the action on Lahe Champlain, was intended 
to form a note to page 176. 

** Commodore Macdonough^ taking lieutenant Robertson^ 
when presenting his sword, for the British Commanding 
Officer, spoke to him as follows : — * You owe it, Sir, to the 
shameful conduct of yoikr gun-boats and cutters, that you 
are performing this office to me ; for, had they done their 
duty, you must have perceived, from the situation of the 
Saratoga, that I could hold out no longer : and indeed, no- 
thing induced me to keep up her colours, but seeing, from 
the united fire of all the rest of my squadron on the Con- 
fiance, and her unsupported situation, that she must ulti- 
mately surrender/ — Here is an acknowledgment, candid and 
honourable in the extreme." . « . 



No. XXXIV. 



Inscription on the Monument erected to the Memory of 
Sir George Prevo$t in Winchester CatJiedral^ p. 177. 

Sacred to the Memory 

Of.IieutenantrGeneral Sir George Prevost, Baronet, 

of Belmont, in this County, 

Goyemor-Greneral and Commander-in-Chief Qf..the British 

Forces in North America ; . 

In which command, by his wise and energetic measures, 

And with a very inferior force. 

He preserved the Canadas to the British Crown, 

From the repeated invasions of a powerful Enemy. 

His Constitution at length ^unk 

Under incessant bodily and mental exertions. 
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In discharging the duties of that arduous station^ 

And having returned to England, 

He died shortly afterwards in London, on the 5th Jan. 1816, 

Aged forty-eight years ; 

ndrty-four of which had been devoted 

To the service of his Country. 

He was interred near the remains of his Father, 

Major-General Augustin Prevost, 

At East Bamet, in Middlesex. 

His Royal Highness the Prince E;egent, 

To evince in an especial manner the sense he entertained 

Of his distinguished conduct and services. 

During a long period of constant active employment, 

In situations of great trust, both military and civil. 

Was pleased to ordain. 

As a lasting memorial of His Majesty's Royal favour. 

That the names of the Countries, 

Where his courage and abilities had been most signally 

displayed. 

The West Indies and Canada, 

Should be inscribed on the banners of the supporters. 

Granted to be borne by his Pamily and his descendants. 

In Testimony of his private worth. 

His piety, integrity, and bepevolence, 

And all those tender, domestic virtues 

Which endeared him 

To his Family, his Children, his Friends and Dependants, 

As well as to prove her unfeigned love, gratitude and respect, 

Catharine Ann Prevost, 

His afflicted Widow, 

Caused this Monument to be erected, 

Anno Domini, 1818. 
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No. XXXV. 

Private Despatch from Sir George Prevost to Earl 

BatJmret, p. 179. 

(PriTtte.) 

Montrtat, 21«l Apl. 1814. 






lA'f Lord, 

** In my dMpatoh from PUttobiirg» eH the llth 
inst I reported to yo«r Lordihip the unforCuDSte event wliich 
induced me to withdraw the troops with whidi I hud adyanced 
into the enemy's territory. My reasons for thirt measve I 
can more fully explain to yonr Lordship in a private comma- 
nication than it might be proper to do in a public letter. 

** Your Lordship most hare been aware from my previons 
despatches, that no offensiTe operatioas coidd be carried on, 
within the enemy's tenitory, for the destrvdion of his Navel 
Establishments, without naval support Having ascertained 
that our flotilla was in every respect equal to the enemy's, 
and having received from Captain Dowaie Ae assaranoe, not 
only of his readiness, but of his ability to co-operate with the 
army, I did not hesitate in advancing to Plattsburg, and con- 
fidently relying upon the snccessful exertions of the squadron, 
I made my arrangements for the assault of the enemy's works 
the moment it should appear. 

** The disastrous and unlocked for result of the naval oon- 
test, by depriving me of the only means by which I could 
avail myself of any advantage I ^night gain, rendered a per- 
severance in the attack of the enemy's position highly impru- 
dent, as well as hasardous. From the state of the roads, 
each day's delay at Plattsburg rendered my retreat more 
difficult. The enemy*s Militia was raising en mane around 
me, desertion increasing, and our supply of provisions scanty. 

^^ Excluded from the use of water communication, and 
that by roads passing through woods and over swamps, 
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becoming, from the state of the weather, as well as from the 
obstructions made by the enemy, nearly impassable — under 
these circumstances, I had to determine whether I should 
consider my own fame, by gratifying the order of the troops 
in persevering in the attack, or consult the more substantial 
interests of my country, by withdrawing the army which was 
yet uncrippled, for the security of these provinces ; in adopt- 
ng the latter measure, I feel that I have accorded with the 
views of His Majesty's Government, and that a contrary 
conduct would have been attended with immediate and im- 
minent danger to this Province. 

** The most ample success on shore, after the loss of the 
fleet, could not have justified the sacrifice I must have made 
to obtain it Had I failed, and such an event was possible, 
after the American army had been cheared by the sight of a 
naval victory, the destruction of a great part of our troops 
must have been the consequence, and with the remainder I 
should have had to make a precipitate and embarrassed re- 
treat, ote very different from that which I have made. 

** These are considerations which, without doubt, will have 
their due weight with your Lordship, and induce you, I 
trust, to view the measures I have adopted as those best 
calculated to promote, as well the honour of His Majesty's 
arms, as the safety of this part of his dominions. 

** I herewith transmit a comparative state of the force of 
the two squadrons, in order that your Lordship may be satis- 
fied with my reasons for not discouraging a Naval Engage- 
ment, in which, if all had done their duty, I should have had 
a very different report to make. 

'' I have the honour to be," &c. 



4€ 



The Right Him. Earl Baihunt'' 



J. Jd.*Cntrff Printer, 
Tooks Coarty Chaucerj Ltne. 



ERRATA. 

Fige6» line 5,J&r £8tli read 85tb« 

9S, liae flO; and Appendix, p.d5, 1. 4, /or AidK-de-Cunp, read Aidei-de-Gaiap. 

142, lines 7 and £3, for Simpson's Inn, rtad Sampson's Inn» 

14tf« line 8 ; p. 146, 1. 4; and Appendix, p. 80, 1. 9, fv Aid-d»G«Dp^fmcl AU»46€tflpb 
Appendix, p. 81, line 86,/9r the Frevoet, read the Vtofost* 
P* 90^ 1« ^fBT order, read wrdow* 
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